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„on, A HISTORY. or 


THE YORKSHIRE. THEATRES;. 


* 


| FROM 1770 To THE PRESENT TIME: 


„ mterſperied with ANECDOTES reſpeding 
0 MOST OF THE PERFO; 7 ERS: 


IN THE THREE Ns aan FROM ese to 75s. 


. 


. 
$5 
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BY TATE WILKINSON. | 


5 


1 IN FOUR VOLUMES. 


70 which are added, never publiſhed, 


THE DIVERSIONS OF THE MORNING,. AND FOOTE'S T RIAL 


FOR A LIBEL ON PETER PARAGRAPH. 
Written ” the late eee eee Eſq. 


n 


MAES 


ja TOTES 


_— — 


" Smith. so YOU WRITE oN, MR» BAYES? 


e Bayes. AY—AND so LONG AS I KNOW ALL MY THINGS 


% 


« ARE GOOD, WHAT DO I CARE WHAT PEOPLE SAY,AND- 
4 117 SHALL PIT, BOX, AND GALLERY ITy *EGAD, WITH: 


6 any BOOK IN RIS TEN DOM.“ 


Duke 2 Buckingham 's Rebel 


> 


vol. IV. 
S YORK: 


PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, 
BY WILSON, SPENCE, AND MAWMAN : 


SOLD BY Ge Ge & Je ROBINSON) PATERNOSTERROW; Te EGERTONy 
| WHITEHALL ; AND J. DEIGHTON, HOL BORN, LONDON 


And by al the Bookſellers in the city and county of York, 
Amo 1795s 


4 


1 


r 


{x 
3 
2 K 
er 
> — 
— 


+ „ 
2 Saban ont — 
5 8 


- 
4A Sb ane toe 9 
= 1 
I . — > 


AL 


At 


> i 
ö — 
T; . * * 
3 ͤͤͤ ͤ —— ———˙%W Re ar ane era Es 
: ” 7 / 2 bf > - 
NOS! REED dark air hc * 
— — 


8 8 IE . 


— ——— 


; 
2 + 8 
— _ at — — 
rr 0 
8 5 3 5 
Se Eta? 


X27: 3 


3 
PF +. * 
my 


Ft £53 — 


— 


88 
Ir 


— — — — 
WW N £ - — 
% . 
— IE a 


— 


: a woo as At Ta EG ws 
— — — nary N K 5 a 
TÞ>2 — *. | 
. ee. 
7 7 * r * 22 * 2 
Nr 


5 1 


a One oy 
1 * Jo Fa TEN 1 3 
Ras, n Fry 3 
SLES * 8 US FA 


x 
* 


* 


* 
a 
” 
* 
4 
1 
« 
— 


. 


1 


Sb ISR SS 6 . * B * 
* * 4 
. "I — . : j 
3 \ - + 
ä 3 0 $ 1 1 $ 
1 : 4 7 " ? 
Ke oh 2 „ * : f 
<2 4 ; 
3 
E 4 9 


2 1 
. J % wo 

$4 4 #5 
4 1 


2 ng 6 & :% 6 1 
7 1 2 5 © 8 . \ * . 0" 1 7 1 3 
J © - Js * 8 1 Is wb. 2 * 


caſtle on Wedneſday night, and on Thurſday, | 


| September I; 1791, had their benefit. The firſt 


piece was The Haunted. Tower, the Tecorid 


Was Richard Cœur de Lion; * the houſe Was 
| crowded, their performances greatly received, and 


40 ol thou wert born. to pleaſe. me” was not 


5 omitted, and we finiſhed playing at York till the 


winter ſeaſon, 1792. It may be mentioned as 
ſomething. extraordinary, that in a provincial _ 


theatre, in the ſhort ſpace of three weeks, Mrs. 
Jordan, Mr. Kemble, Mr. Kelly, Mrs. Crouch, | 


and Mrs, Eſten, all were engaged at the York 


theatre, and each. performed their principal Lone | 8 


don characters. 7 


1 have omitted to mention Ris Mir. and Mrs. 
Brown (who after leaving me for N orwich, Co- 
05 olume N. „ 
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— rut WANDERING PATENTEE. 


vent Garden, Dublin, &c.) returned again. * 


wiſhed her to have made her firſt appearance in 


Wowſki, the night Mr. Kelly and Mrs. Crouch 


acted Inkle and Varico; for in the acting part 
the is inimitable, and far ſuperior to any actreſs 
I have ſeen; but ſhe fooliſhly let flip that oppor- 


tunity, and would make her courteſy, nod, ar 


ſmile (and no frowning) to her York friends as 
- Miſs Tomboy che Romp, in which character 
ſhe had undoubtedly much merit: but Mrs. Jor- 
dan's ſinging and marking features were not eaſily 
effaced, though ſhe had been naughty and in diſ- 8 


grace a little before; and where Mrs. Jordan i 


in her Proper ſphere of. acting, rivalſhip is like 
ce Whiffing a pipe of tobacco in the wind's eye,“ 
as Capt. Ironſides ſays. Mr. Brown ated Young 
| Cockney: It is in his power to render himſelf 


very uſefuli in a country theatre, but he wants the 


* Mrs. Brown had not that race-week an op- 


portunity of eſtabliſhing her ſame, therefore till 


that account comes in its proper place we will. 


quit York, and open at Wakefield on the Friggy | 


nia Sept.,. 


The cold I had laboured under from my benefit 
at Leeds, continued till my arrival at York, 1 
was then on the recovery; but ſo much change of 


0 company, late hours with the theatre being open 
eyery night (but one) during the three weeks was 
pot the means of getting better, but more than ] 


he 
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was able to encounter with my domach complain, 


even had I been well, ; 
On Thurſday, in the feſtival weeks. I was * 


5 hs Oratorio, and was ſeized ſo chilly and aguiſh 


that I feared a fit of ſevere illneſs, and a wanton» 


neſs of fancy contributed to that painful ide: 


though never inclined to ſuperſtition or to believe 
in ghoſts and hobgoblins, yet I have often ſuch 


very remarkable dreams, that from their oddity 


I have repeatedly related them, and Mrs. Leng 
as the prieſteſs of the company, ſolves all thoſe 

awful. myſteries, The weaknefs of ſuffering a 
dream to weigh the ſpirits down certainly does 
not reliſh of fortitude, or for the credit of the 


human ſyſtem. But in ſpite of reaſon, when _ 
we are in bad health, there is a nervous power 


that ſways which cannot be reſiſted, which leads 


the braveſt at times into a degree of deſpondency, . 
which often lures them, when in a dull mood, 


(though ſeldom of any long duration with me 


and which makes the mind favour of W 


opinion where be ſays, 


. And that ſnould teach us 
£ There's a divinity that ſhapes our ende, ; 
223 00 Rough hew them how we will.” © 


"bo 


In the Leeds feafon my dream had not only : 
conveyed me into York Minſter, but to my ima» 


4 e 1 Was e up there Tor the ni iht, 5 8 
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continuing. in the Abbey after the congregation 


had departed. I was ſtanding near CORY. 


when a perſon dreſſed in blue, bade me attend to 


the monuments; and however ſtrange it may ap- 


pear, though the ſtone figures kept their places, 
I could perceive them plainly direct a converſa- 
tion to each other, and that not as human bodies, 


but ſtone; the eyes, '&c. all-remaining the fame 


and fixed to their niches, but attentive fo each 


other, and the mouths in motion as if pronouncing © 


to one another's buſt ſome awful and ſerious re- 


flections. My guide bade me then look through 
the glaſs-ſcreen. behind the altar, where J per- 


5 ceived; a large aſſemblage of prieſts, all in "white 
5 -ſurplices, and ſome few decorated with ſcarlet; 


by their looks they did not ſeem to attend to me. 


15 IT aſked what ſuch an appearance meant? when 


my aerial attendant told me, that at the hour of 
twelve, the ſpirits of every perſon buried in that 


f abbey reſorted there nightly, when I heard (as 


Queen Mab made me fancy) a voice fay, c Shall 
« Wilkinſon be permitted to depart or compelled 
ee to ſtay with us?” a ſound replied aloud with 
great ſolemnity, No, let him depart, and take 


dc his ſhort time allotted, for he will not be long 
on earth. My companion then led me up the 
. where on each fide there appeared ſeparate 


galleries, the front baluſtrade on the ground with 


| ſeats regularly raiſed, ang © full of People, Ee 
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« N 1 perfectly recollected; they 3 to 
converſe with each other, and to ſee and look at 
me diſtinctly, tho' like indifferent perſons... I 
. ” could: not help. obſerving that the. faces of many 

gentlemen I knew, looked pale; 10 which my at- 
tendant ſpirit replied, the cauſe was owing to 
what I ſaw, which was the ſpirits of the departed. _ 
not being of corporeal ſubſtance, it was their fouls 
who bore the ſtamps of likeneſſes in thoſe airys 
. beings, and Which kept the ſtrong reſemblance. 
of what they were when in their earthly; ſtate z- | 
adding, that if I would attend to his REPS Dogg 
I ſhould find i it was that of an airy vifionary ſhade. © 
which like the rainbow caſt reflection, and then 
he vaniſhed. th; waked, and next day told my 
dream at the. theatre, when the prieſteſs (Mrs. 
Leng) declared it was a warning. The rea- 
der, 1 fear, Will pronounce this ſuch ſtuff as en- 
 croaching too much on his patience ; but ſtay a 
bit, and mark the conſequence: The dream had 
not made the leaſt ſerious impreſſion on me, nor 
did Mrs. Leng's warning; —but to ſhew, when ill, 
how the wandering. 1magination may be warped 
and led to be hippiſh, on the day J was ſeized 
with.a relapſe of my ſevere cold, the dream had 
been by me long forgot; z but as I found the di- 
order increaſing with great force, I judged it 
gl prudent to get home without Waiting the finiſh- 5 
ing of the performance of the Oratorio, and as 1 
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continuing: in the Abbey after the congregation 


had departed. I was ſtanding near the altar, 


when a perſon dreſſed in blue, bade me attend to 
the monuments; and however flrange it may ap- 


Pear, though the ſtone figures kept their places, 
1 could perceive them plainly direct a converſa- 
tion to each other, and that not as human bodies, 
but ſtone; the eyes, &c. all remaining the ſame 
and fixed to their niches, but attentive fo each 
other, and the mouths in motion as if pronouneing 
to one another's buſt ſome awful and ſerious re- 


flections. My guide bade me then look through 


the glaſs-ſcreen behind the altar, where I per- 
Leived a large aſſemblage of priefts, all in white 


-ſurplices, and ſome few decorated with ſcarlet; 
by their looks they did not ſeem to attend to me. 


K aſked what ſuch. An. appearance meant? when 

my aerial attendant told me, that at the hour of 
. twelve, the ſpirits of every perſon buried in that 

5 abbey reſorted there nightly, when I heard (as 


Queen Mab made me fancy) a voice lay, « Shall 
ce Wilkinſon be permitted to depart or compelled 


e to ſtay with us? —a ſound replied aloud with 


great ſolemnity, No, let him depart, and take 


ec his ſhort time allotted, for he will not be long 
on earth. My companion then led me. up the 
1 aiſles, where on each fide there appeared ſeparate 
galleries, the front baluſtrade on the ground with 
ſeats 9 raiſed, and full of people, Wy 
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of ks * perfectly recollected; they 3 to 
converſe with each other, and to ſee and look at 
me diſtinctly, tho? like indifferent perſons. Fl 
could not help obſerving that the faces of many 
gentlemen I knew, looked pale; to which my at- 
tendant ſpirit replied, the cauſe was owing to 
what I ſaw, which was the ſpirits of the departed 3 
not being of corporeal ſubſtance, it was their fouls. - 
| who bore the ſtamps of likeneſſes in thoſe. airys :? 
beings, and which kept the ſtrong. reſemblance. 
of what they were when in their earthly ſtate zz 
adding, that if I would attend to his appearance, 
I ſhould find it was that of an airy viſionary ſhadez- 
which like the rainbow caſt reflection, and den 
e vaniſhed. I waked, and next day told my 
dream at the theatre, when the prieſteſs 1 
Leng) declared it was a warning. The rea- 
dien, I fear, will pronounce this ſuch ſtuff as en- 
croaching too much on his patience z ut ſtay a 
bit, and mark the conſequence :—The dream had 
not made the leaſt ſerious impreſſion on me, nor 
did Mrs. Leng's warning but to ſhew, when ill, f 
how the wandering imagination may be warped 
and led to be hippiſh, on the day J was ſeized 
with.a relapſe of my ſevere cold, the dream had 
been by me long forgot „ but as 1 found the diſ- 
order increaſing with great force, 1 judged 5 
prudent to get home without waiting the finiſh. 


ing. of the perfor; mance of the Oratorio, and 281 | 
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: turned my head round, and was ; moving to de- 5 
part, I found myfelf on the very ſpot, leaning 


againſt the rails of the communion- table, where 
T had beheld the prieſts in my dream, and heard 
the awful decree pronounced, and which then 
feemed to thunder in my ears; and all that day 


and through the long continuance of my indiſ- 


poſition, I fancied it would prove fatal. Fie, 
Manager! were it known a dream had frightened | 


Jau, how would e animated foes Wee 


on it? | 
I got to Wakefield alter He ces; tho” very al. 
#5 much fo, that with fits of coughing I was ſo 
overcome and ſtifled, that I experienced repeatedly 


falling from my chair from ſuch ſuffocations, 


and like one in an apoplexy, gone for ſeverab 
minutes; 5 and thoſe alarming ſymptoms, which 


like a fainting fit, is experiencing death for the 
time, ſo theſe ſerious and violent attacks ſtill more 


and more made the viſion occur: I reſolved to 


try Godbold's Balſam, to which I paid great ſtrict- 


neſs as to obſerving the directions; which indeed 


J am rather apt, as to medicine, to overdo, in- 


ſtead of omitting to take; and it is but juſtiee due 
to Mr. Godbold's medicine, to declare, that it 
perfectly cured me of that alarming diſorder, and 


when well I laughed at all dreams, and Richard 
« was himſelf again.” About the third bottle 


] had been daily mending, and with the fifth was 
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| tl cured, though weak. And it was very 
well that the medicine had the credit to accom- 


pliſh the end, for it grew ſo rich and heavy, that 


it became foathſome, and I do not think I could 
have managed anotlier bottle, even for life. 


I have ventured on being ſo ridiculons about 


the dream, as a leflon to young perſons in parti- 
cular, not to let fooliſh ſtories make any impreſ- 
ſion on their minds: for men of any age, when 


ill, are apt to deſpond; and men ſtill more ſo, 1 
conjecture, than women, as they cannot ſo eaſily 


from a contrary habit brook pain and confinement- 
with equal philoſophy. And [ really believe my 

giving way to the frequent ruminating on that 
idle dream, made me worſe, and retarded my re- 


covery; therefore young reader, in particular,. 
wan dreams as Shakefpoze explains. them 


Nom. « Peace: peace! 
Thou talk'ſt of nothing. 
Mer. ** Tree, I talk of dreams, 
& Which are the children of an idle Brain, 
< Begot of nothing, but vain phantafyy 195 
% Which is: as thin of. ſubſtance as the air, 
And more inconſtant than the wind.” 


"Tk Manday, September . a play was ah, 


wrote by Mr. Linnecar, called © The Lucky. 
Eſcape * It was for Mr. Linnecar's benefit, LY 


7 


* 
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ar well known and eſteemed at Wake-- 
field, once in great affluence, and now, I hope 
and believe, in very good circumſtances; but his 
numerous friends judged a benefit-night, as an 
author of his own play, would afford them an 
opportunity of paying a compliment, which in 
his private ſtation they could not do without per- 
haps wounding his pride and his feelings, from . 
having known better days: the houſe was crow- : 
ded, and Mr. Linnecar and his Hole. of friends 


made mutually happy. 


9 They mild at giring:—be (mil 4 at receiving. 
"3h treaſure e, foo 


About the faid time I'm was to 1 our . 
Mr. Fawcett; alſo my right-hand lady, Mrs. Faw- 
cett, as the engagement then drew near for his 
attending to make good his article with Mr. Har- 
ris, according to treaty, concluded at Hull 1790. 


| It ſeemed to me a ſevere ſtroke, for the race- week 


Was approaching, and I Was very low as to a ca- 
talogue of plays. His laſt performance at Wake-- 
field was on the Friday before the race-week, 
Zeptember 9, 1791. Covent Garden theatre was- 
advertiſed to open the following week, and Mr. 
Fawcett was obliged to depart. His laſt cha- 
racter was Jemmy Jumps, to the compliment of 
a very good houſe, though on the eve of the races. - 
5 His good. ſucceſs. in. London. I congratulate him 


—yk„— —— —— — 2 — 
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on; and do not. doubt but it will greatly enereaſe 
and equal my wiſhes. My forces from Ireland, 
Mr. and Mrs. Cherry, were toſſing on the ſeas, and | 


could not join! my ſtandard at Wakefield in time. 
At the end of the week arrived Mrs. Taylor, 


from the Hay-Market theatre, to my aſſiſtance. 
Mrs. T aylor is not ſo well known in London as 


ſhe ought to be, for the not only poſſeſſes a power - 


ful voice, and a pleaſing perſon, but adds a talent | 
- of ſinging to that of acting far beyond * medio- ” 


_ crity of more leading. ſingers. 


Mrs. Taylor was well received the Monday. fols : 


lowing the race- week in the character of Polly. 


* 


Jehn Wombwell, and John Kaye, 'Eſqrs.. were 


the ſtewards: of the races that year; gentlemen 
who then and now oblige me by their earneſt en- 
deavours to e ay; intern RR W ; 


theatre... ESR] 


On Friday, Sebtensber 235 arrived my 1b 5 


abe little Mr. CHRERRYJ from Dublin: He 


acted Vapid, and ne in the farce of T] . _ 


Strings to your Bow,” as his firſt appearance I: - 


England, on Saturday, Sept. 24, 1701. The ap- 

plauſe was highly flattering, but not more than 

be merited. The play was patronized that niglt 
by Sir Rowland Winn, who is wonderfully at- 


tached to the theatre; and I hope that inelination 
will continue, as it is an entertainment that will 
not, I truſt, taint his morals, but will rather ſerre 


— 
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as a Aion and i improving feat 1 reafon to his 


mind and leiſure. 


On Monday, September 267 191 „we cloſet | 
the Wakefield ſeaſon with great credit to the 


company, the approbation of the public, and my- 
felf well ſatisfied with their bounty, generoſity, 


and kindneſs. The laſt play was The Wood- : 


man,” for the firſt time there, and © The SpoiP& 
Child. We loſt no time but haſtened the next 


day for Doncaſter races, Tueſday, September 27, 
1791. That 8 was 2 cc He Wou'd be i 


= : Soldier.” 


- Doncafter theatre, the ſeaſon of 1791 5 did not 


produce any thing for romance: the meeting was 


numerous and reſpectable as uſual. The game | 


was over on Saturday, October 29, 1791, when 0 
we bid adieu to our good air, and ſupplied with 


good cheer, the horſe and the foot prepared for 
Hull quarters: Therefore, reader, imagine you pack 


up all your neceſſaries for a journey, dirty or 
clean, and quick in a trice I have you at Hull. 
That theatre opened on Tueſday, November 1, 
bs 1791, with © She Stoops to Conquer,” and“ The 
PFlitch of Bacon,” Miſs Hardcaſtle and Eliza by 


xs. Taylor, who was not only well received, 


45 but i in the courſe of the ſeaſon by aſſiduity and a 
„ portion of merit, grew into a deſerved degree of 
1 dee N r 4 common a fardarits. 1 855 


* 


. 


* 
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0 Cherry, early i in the ſeaſon, made his ap- 
pearance in Shelty, Lazarillo, Darby, &c.—In 
each character he poſſeſſes great merit, and has 
the peculiar excellence as a comedian, that when. 


| he has to perform a character not ſo ſuited to his. 


genius and abilities, yet. ſtill it is not Cherry, but 


che character ſo. juſtly conceived, that you per- 


ceive the. {kill of the. artiſt, perhaps more when 


he is. out of his walk, than when in; for there. 


are not only many tragic and comic actors who, - | 


poſſeſs, with juſtice, great- approved merit, yet it 
is Mr. Such-a-one ſtill, becauſe too much of the 


ſame. man. ſerves to repreſent a variety of charac- 
ters, without paying that neceſſary difficult atten- 
tion, to diſcrimination, which ſhould, of courſe,. 5 
demand an alteration of voice, action, motion, &.. 
and not by the ſame tones and gait let the diſ- 
cerning part of the audience (for ſuch there will. . 
be) too eaſily pereeive that it is Wilkinſon or Mr. 
Syllabub til}, inſtead of feeling and ſeeing the pro- Oy 
priety of the actor, from his different conveyance, (3:2 
of one character to another. To do this maſterly, . 


ox like a Garrick, I grant not to be an, eaſy taſks, 232 
but the matter is nat ſufficiently attended to: - _ 


For actors to do the beſt; in their power is 1 
that the beſt or worſt of us can do, and all that 


can or ſhould be expected by the moſt W 
but too many ladies and gentlemen, from ther 


Fucceſs of: face, geſture, Ke. eee 5 in- one. 1 5 8 . 
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part, (and perhaps With propriety) make . 
fame geſticulations, and the like comic twiſt, 
attended with a conſtant riſe and fall of the voice 
(which is tireſome when ſubſtituted for variety),. 
ſerve for twenty other different characters * 
and that perhaps not owing to any want of un- 
derſtanding, but being their own adviſers, and 
the partial trumpeting in their ears from their 
friends, who fancy they underſtand the art of 
acting, yet more likely not equal to the finiſſing- 
the braſs candleſtick or the tea-kettle, to-which 
buſineſs they were bred; therefore the actor 
looks no farther into his theatrical grammar or 
dictionary, but goes home perfectly ſatisfied and 
well pleaſed wi his own excellence, and pre- 
pares the next day for the elub-night, where he 5 
ſtudies how to flatter the cheeſemonger to be- 
friend his benefit, diſpoſe of ſome tickets, and 
applaud his appearance; and in return the actor | 
makes the cheeſemonger, or the butcher, equally 
_ fatisfied, by aſſuring him that he never had heard 
ſack good remarks in his life as to the ſtage or 
_ the actors ;\ that Mr. Cheſhire: was quite right in 
Bis opinion how the ſtage -ought to be governed, 
and wiſhed, that inftead of being a cheeſemonger . . 
he was manager of the theatre, and he (the comes - 
| Gian) was his principal actor then he ſhould 
have juſtice done I then the town would know 
What it would be to have a manager 1—and then 


merit would be e not ie over! 


* D 


Pot? 
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4 
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| And peer ridiculous and ita hoſe: 


traits may appear, I verily believe it is no more 
than true, however contrary it may appear to the 


7 reader on the firſt peruſal, unleſs a theatricalinſpec=.. : ” 


tor. And this kind of converſation, Ecomprehend, .. 


not only. happens here, there, ,and every where, 


but anſwers two good purpoſes; the actor not only 


diſpoſes of his tickets, but goes home: again per- 


fectly happy, except now and then imprecating 5 


the manager, and loudly- muttering that merit is 

not ſulſiciently rewarded. The butcher, or cheeſe- 
monger, goes home ſtill more ſatisfied, for ha 

finds himſelf a more ſenſible: man than he had hi- 


therto. imagined! He always thought, indeed, 


that he underſtood acting and plays, but on finds. 
ing his criticiſms not only allowed but praiſed by 


his friend the great actor, it muſt be true; he goes 


to his reſt, pleaſed and elated beyond conception, 


with the weight of the inſpiring brandy and water 


(another bowl and then) being added to his re- 
pleniſhed underſtanding, and when he riſes with 
an aching head, but a pleaſed mind, he is more 
eager for the play-bill. of the day, than to cut 


beef-ſteaks to his cuſtomers, though it even may 


riſe to his advantage 1 in the Fare of 4 w 


ticket. br | 
"IL. STEPHENS. Was eder that: ſesſon: He 
is a very uſeful actor, with a ſtudy bordering on 


the marvellous, when he pleaſes; yet I once knew 


35 
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kim, from . awkwardly out when ne : 


Lord Norland on the firſt, night's repreſentation. 


of © Every One has his Fault.“ Mr. Stephens is!“ 
much improved; in perſon. he is above the com- 
| mon ſtandard, which ſometimes makes for him, 
and other times the contrary: He, claims a. 
right to encouragement, by approbation in many, 


parts, and is: of great utility in the theatre. 
I do not here inſert revivals, or new pieces in 
5 unleſs attended with particular circum- 


ſtances; as in the York company we play all the. 
novelty acted. at. he three London theatres. I. 


got up The Siege of Belgrade,” for my benefit,, 5 


on January 10, 1792, in a very ſuperb manner, 


both as to ſcenery and dreſſes: A London critic, 
would have been ſurpriſed to have ſeen a play in. 


a provineial theatre ſo accoutred, and ſo embel- 
liſhed; but, as Diana Trapes ſays, The Cap, : 


cc tain always likes to ſee his ladies well-dr elled,”, 


though I rather ſtifled my friends that firſt night 
with too much gunpowder and ſmoke during the 
 fege, which was not only, difagreeable but alarms. . 
ing to the ladies. The opera was liked, but the, 
decorations much more ſo; and ſince that time 1 


3 


have the bombarding ſcene done in the ſame. 


manner as at London, though objected to by a ſe- 


vere critic, who did. not know. it was London 


faſhion; ſo that the audience, by that grand al-: 


\ 
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teration, were not afterwards offonded: with be 
1 or the ire 
My farce, that night, was the werte el one 
of: 6 The- Author; * in Whieh; for the laſt time 
there, I acted Cadwallader. EF believe the au- 
dience is as tired of ſuch a frequent repetition of 
hat part as IJ am myſelf of acting it. 
| The Theatre- Royal, Hull, Cloſed 6155 eclat an 
| an February 3, 1792 2 211 1.1 e 
This chronology, may be ciraſonite i in ha repe- 
tition, yet as exactneſs i is, I regret, the beſt, if 
not the only merit the book. can boaſt; and, in 
. that point, it may hereafter, to ſome theatrical in- 


9 
1 

by +. 
Þ 
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4 
43 
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quirer, prove uſeful and ſatis factor. 
5 Royal, Lork, opened on Tueſday, 
— February 7, 1792, the company exaCtly the fame 1 
as mentioned at Hull. They were all well re- 1 
. cCeived, and Mr. Cherry ſoon got into a higher 9 
„ degree of favour than at Hull ;—his benefit was 1 
1 upwards of 110l. which was patronized (at my 1 
Iceearneſt application) by Lady Frankland; Sir Tho- | 
. mas Frankland was that year High Sheriff. 
N Mr. BowDEN was engaged for four nights, N 
"If and acted Capt. Macheath, on Saturday, February 
, 1792; Polly, Miſs Reynolds; Lucy, Mrs. 
„ I FPaylor: On the Tueſday following, Hawthorne, 
8 On the Thurſday, Don Ferdinand, in „ The 
7 | Duenna,” with additional ſongs; and on Satur- | 


day, February 13, he performed Robin Hood 
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and Comus. Mr. Bowden' 8 finging. Was much 
admired, but I cannot ſay he was. followed, or. 
was. ſufficiently rewarded for his trouble; but 
theſe accidents and diſappointments lh happen. 
in the beſt· governed theatres. 7, | 
My night was on Falter Tueſday, 1 10 
1792; ; I ated Cardinal Wolfey, and got up 
General Wolfe” in a capital manner: I was 
honoured with a receipt, which at Vork, to com- 
prices, was thought a very great houſe; it 
"i no leſs than 1161. 128. Gd. the play and farce 
were both approved. Indeed I was laviſh that | 
night with riding my. own hobby, in producing a , 
profuſion of elegant rich dreſſes. Don Juan had: 
been got up well tat Hull, and was performed at 
Vork, but did: not pleaſe at either place: 25 Not 
only the ladies, but the people in general, of = 
deſcriptions, judged it horrid ; indeed, 1 am my | 1 
ſelf partly of the ſame opinion ; | 


On Thurſday, April 1 2, à young gentleman, S 
how name was FREDERICK, almoſt a novice to ' 
the ſtage, (having only acted twice the character | 
of Oroonoko at Edinburgh) appeared in that un- | 
i fortunate prince: His ackion was unembarraſſed 1 
and good; his voice remarkably pleaſing, but net - 
powerful; 2 and his figure, though particularl || 
neat, was. deficient. in height; of courſe. 80 
noko, Alexander, &c. he ſhould avoid, but there f 
are many ac in . I thi 1 e 


when ripe; ed: - 


— 


pow 


8 


THE WANDERING PATENTEE: - — 


by time, experience, and aſſiduity, he will rank as 


a gentleman of : conſequence on the ſtage. His 
behaviour. is. remarkably polite ; he is the fon of 
a gentleman in London; has made the tour of 


* 


Paris, and has had a good education. How his 


papa likes his wild-gooſe chaſe I know not. The 


ſaid young gentleman I recommended to Mr. 


benefit at Birmingham that ſummer, 1792, but 


Yates, . my company being full, and on the 
firſt hearing him repeat before Mr. Siddons and 
others, at Birmingham, he was inſtantly engaged; 
and, though ſo young a proficient,.. he was en- 
truſted with ſeyeral of the firſt. characters, Which 
he performed to the ſatisfaction of his manager 
Mr. Yates, and the public, He not only loſt his 


was a conſiderable ſufferer as to his apparel, &c. 


owing. to the. dreadful calamity of a fire, which | 
conſumed not only the theatre, but the tavern 


adjoining, where Mr. Frederick lodged, who had 
very nearly loſt his To; Wing Fin naked from 
his bed in flames. 1 

It is too well known that lan cheat was 
ns to the ground; and there was every rea- 
ſon to believe, that the conflagration- was not 


owing to chance, but to a diabolical e on wile c 


ful and determined wickedneſs. - 


Mr. Frederick, after that 5 Liked 55 


few parts at Richmond in Surry, in Auguſt, 1792, 


a 


under the direction of Capt. Wathen, and is now, 
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I believe, figuring: away as a hero in tragedy. at 
the Norwich theatre, which is ably conducted by 
Mr. Brunton, father to the amiable Mrs. Merry. 

On Friday, Aprit 13, I took another. jaunt to 
dear London. I arrived ſafe on the Saturday 
noon, and went to apartments which were pro- 
vided for me at Mr. Reid's hotel, St. Martin's 
Lane, which joins to (and is indeed thrown into 
one houſe, and may be better known as) Old 
Slaughter's Coffee-houſe: The lodgings. were 
excellent, and fit for any perſon, who, as a ſingle 
gentleman, may want rooms for a hort time 
in London. The houſe was ſome years ago occu- 
pied by Mr. John Beard, late manager of Covent- 
Garden Theatre. It was very convenient for me, 
as being centrical for all my viſitors, and not very 


diſtant from any of the theatres, with the advan- 


tage of good walking from there to any part of 
the town, when the weather was fine. I can 
with great veracity aſſure any gentleman, chat, 
beſides the comfort of good ſpacious rooms, they 
will alſo meet with. a very friendly well informed 
man in the landlord, Mr. Rei. 
I remained three weeks in London, Pan 
which time I paid many viſits, and received num 
berleſs civilities from my friends and acquaint- 
ance. A variety of plays, of courſe, fell to my 


lot; nor did Lomit: Bayehighs Sager 8 Wells, OR: 


— wed A as 
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The firſt play I ſaw at the King's Theatre 3 m-- 

a Haymarket, was “ Henry VIII.;“ the houle 
was fo large that the performers appeared very 
diminutive, as if looking through an opera-glaſs 


at the wrong end of the perſpective; it reminded - 
me of Edgar's. deferiptiott VE Dover Cut: | 


. -How: fearful: : | 
And dizzy tis, to caſt one's eyes. PR 18 „ 
The crows and choughs, that wing the midway air, 
Seem ſcarce fo-groſs as beetles: Half. way down. _ 
Hangs one who. gathers ſfamphire—dreadful trade! 5 

Methinks he ſeems no bigger than his head: - 
The fiſhermen that walk upon the beach 

| Appear like mice; and yon tall anchoring ber 

PDimiſh'd to her cock; her cock, a buoy i 
Almoſt too ſmail for "PIR The murm' ring ſurge, 

That on the unnumbered idle pehbles chafes, _ 

| Cannot be. heard ſo. high: I'll look no more, 

m Leſt my brain turn, and the deficient {i ght | 

5 Topple doun headlong. | 

2 


5 Mr. Kemble: Tooked” but 2 80 but Mrs. Sid 
dons, though leſſened by the diſtance, looked 
moſt majeſtically; indeed ſo much ſo, that were 


a wild Indian to aſk me; What was like a queen: 2 
ay J would have bade him look at Mrs. Siddons, in 


Ber great chair, in the firſt act of © Henry VIII.“ 
7 | (alfo in the fourth ack); where the fits as Queen 
Catherine. Her Lady Randolph had not loſt 
I but gained in excellence; and her Volumnia . 


— 
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Was alſo excellent, but not more ſo 1 Mr. 


Kemble's Coriolanus,—a finer or a more charac- 


. 


teriſtic diſplay of tragic powers I never 8 
„ The Road to Ruin“ was that April, 1792, 
on its full run, the whole play excellently. per- 
formed at Covent-Garden; ; but Mr. Lewis cer- 
tainly was the Atlaf who bore: all on his ſhoul- 
ders; for his Goldfineh was hailed with thouts of | 
triumph from box, pit, and galleries. e ee 
I refolved on Sunday, April 22, to make a re- 
view of Harrow-on-the-Hill, a place I had never 


been at from the year 1952, and where I firſt 
commenced acting. I invited Mrs. Eſten, but 


the would not go, as a lady informed her a good | 
dinner could not be provided; but that material 
article did not prevent me, who went (as 1 did 
the year before to Portſmouth) to moralize on 


paſt times and view the tombſtones, to remind 


me of the perſons I could not ſee, but by ſuch 


an ideal reſtoration again beholding them in 
thought.” As Mrs. Eſten would not favour me 
with her company, Her brother Captain Bennett | 
and his lady obliged me with theirs. The time 
was ſo long ſince I had been that road, that un 
leſs I had ſeen, I could not have believed that 4 
remarkable place like Harrow, within twelve 


miles of London, ſhould be ſo dreary and unin- 


habited; but to my aſtoniſhment, {except a ſmall 5 
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a regular turnpike, they are very diſagreeable; I 


do not know a worſe road, except that between 


Grantham and Stamford, which is ſhamefully 
neglected. This inconvenience made it impoſ- 
ſible to get on quick. About ſive miles from 
Harrow we pereeived a gentleman driving a cur- 


-ricle. with four horſes; and as he approached 
nearer it was very perceptible. by his action he 
wanted our chaife to ſtop; obſerving his motion, 


I faid We muſt take care of our pockets, for that 
.gentleman I fancy has been robbed, and: intends 


kindly: to give us notice that there are highway 


men on the road; which indeed was- a bad road 
for the purpoſe, for though on a Sunday, and ſo 
near the metropolis, we did not meet three per- 


ſons on horſeback, nor any other carriage (but 
the one mentioned) on travelling the whole twelve 


miles. When our chaiſe was ſtopped and the 
-gentleman' 8 curricle along fide of us, he very 


politely told me, that he had been conveying his 
two ſons to ſchool after the Eaſter holidays, but 
that an unluckly accident had happened to his 
carriage, which obliged” him to return as well 


as he could, leaving his ſons within about four 
miles of Hare to Walk there as well as they 


houſes can be counted after paſſing the turnpike 
on the Fdgware road; and what is more remark- 
able, after the firſt toll- gate, there is not another 


between and Harrow, and the roads not being 
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. he felt extremely uncaſy for their parading 
ſo far, and he ſhould eſteem himſelf under a great 
obligation if I would ſpeak: to them on the road, 
and if I was going to Harrow would inform him 
the next day that they were ſafe at their boarding- 
houſe, without any accident, and the gentleman 
then. preſented me with his card, which was 
* The Hen. Mr. Onſlow, Dover-ſtreet”” I under- 
took the commiſſion, and in return deſired to 
know if there was a good houſe at Harrow, where 
a tolerable dinner could be provided? that gen- 
tleman ſaid he feared he could not recommend 
à very good one, but that Henry the Eighth's 
Head on the right hand was the beſt; on which 
be drove for London, and we purſued our route 
for Harrow. We ſoon perceived our young gen⸗ 
tlemen, on their march for ſchool; I ſtopped the 
chaiſe -and told them I was honoured with their 
father's defire to inform him they got ſafe to 
Harrow, and as I ſuppoſed they had not dined, 


am 


1 hoped they would fayour me with their com- 


pany, and dinner would be ready moſt probably 
by the time they got there, with which invitation 
they complied with much ſeeming pleaſure. The 
poſt boy would infiſt the Old King Henry the 
Eighth's Head was the principal houſe which was 
to the left, and that: the gentleman meant right 
hand, as on the road from Harrow. 80 I let the 
1 driver haye his Ap but was n into a dirty 
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g been bon: a fire, and no larder to 
it attract the eye, nor ſavoury chine or capon at the 
* fire, I hurried; out and got to the other King's 
n Head up the little town of Harrow, and as we 
, Judge. often. by compariſon, ſo had I gone to that 
n houſe firſt 1 ſhould have been diſfatisfied, but 
8 going there the laſt, after having viewed the 
-. other, it bore a conſiderable advantage: : on exa- 
0 mination I do not believe the parlour had been 
= painted from the day I dined there with my mo- 
. ther when I firſt. was ſent to Harrow ſchool. But 


4 with a thumping roaſted neck of mutton, boiled 
3 fowls, not of the chicken kind, but thoſe with. 4 
h few et cæteras, and being hungry, (for the wind 


e on that hill was very keen) our little party did 
5 very well, and my two new acquaintance played 
le a good knife and fork; we plied the landlord's 
ir cellar, drank our glaſſes cheerfully, and did not 


find fault with What could not be mended. The 
landlord had kept that houſe for ſome time prior, 
he told me, to the year 17625, conſequently I had 
his company after dinner to inform me of the 
dead and the living, and where moſt of the ſcho- 
lars ſtill exiſting: af my time were diſpoſed of. 
It is very ſtrange that a place with ſo large a 
ſchool, the ſecond to Eton and Weſtminſter, 
it ſhould. not ſupport a good inn or tavern, inſtead: 
Ee of which they are truly deſpicable, and deſtitute 
77 of every comfort, for the very chimney ſmoaked 
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8 THE WANDERING PATENT EE. : 
io infufferably, that a ſcolding wife woull” have 


i completed the ſcene. From ſeeing at leaſt three 
or four heads of Henry VIII. I: thought that 
monarch might have made ſome bequeſt or char- 
ter in its favour, but on inquiring found it was 


no ſuch thing; for the ſchool was founded ori- 


givally by an old e of the neighbour- 
hood. 


Whilſt the s Was peepatiüg, I ent alone 


to every corner of the village I could recollect. 

In moſt towns we ſee extraordinary alterations 
| and improvements, -yet that was not the caſe at 

| Harrow, for every brick ſeemed the ſame, only, 


like myſelf, bore ſtronger marks of age than forty 
years ago; the ſteps to the ſchool where I uſed 


unwillingly to creep every morning, were exactly 


the ſame, and the iron rails on each fide all in 
ſtatu quo; the large ſchool room and its doors, 
all the ſame, but worſe for the wear; for neither 


paint nor white waſh had ornamented any part of 
that large building. Why I could aſſure myſelf 


of the fact of non- repair, was the ſeeing. the 


names of Frederick Thackery, Lord Downe, the 
Dives's, and others juſt with their original 
ſcratches, but well blackened with time; even 
the old oaken ſeats for the principal maſters ſeemed 
J had this inſpection of 
the ſchookroom without trouble, as it was open 
to collect the ſcholars for church, but no fire, ſo | 
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1 did not wiſh for my former ſeat-place in the 


forum. From the ſchool-room I went to church, 


where the gallery for the ſcholars, the old braſs 
candleſticks, and roof were juſt the ſame; and 
the purity of the temple could not be accuſed of 
receiving any profaneneſs or pollution from the 


hands of art: The very ſtile and gate to the 


churchyard were without the ſmalleſt alteration, 
which made the ſpot feel ſo familiar, that Iſeemed 
almoſt to have-awoke from a dream, and was at 
my former home. I found on inquiry, that the 


ſchoolmaſters, Dr. Thackery, and Mr. Prior the 


famous flagellant, had long fince paid the debt of 
nature. I called at Mr. Reeves's, the fon to my 


former maſter, where I had boarded, and of whom 


I have mentioned {6 many particulars in my Me- 


moirs. His father was dead, and what was very 


extraordinary, only on hearing the name of Wil- 
kinſon announced, (from the having accidentally : 
read my boot) he gueſſed who I was; for on en- 
tering the room; he inftantly ſaid, «1 fancy, Sir, 
that you are Mr. Wilkinfon of York ?” his mother 
he ſaid was then living, but was two miles from 


Hafrow, and would have been very happy to have 


ſeen me. Mr. Reeves's houſe, with only the al- 
texation of one 5 Was exactly the ſame as 


J left it forty years ago; the fame little garden, 
ſtaircaſe, &c. and > room I was uſhered into 
was the very ſame where I was adorned to appear 
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as a Romeo and a Lady Townly, and on inquiring 
was well aſſured not any play had been e | 
| from that time - 
I do not know how theſe 1 of viſits - "1 
read or appear to the imagination of others, but 
to me the ſenſation 1 is» plcalingly pod pet 
affecting. 
We dined about 1 8 and. 1 "x. IG it was 
paſt ſeven when we left. Harrow, and by the ad- 
vice of the driver, we came round by Acton; I 
believe it might be near three miles about, and 
paid one or two turnpikes extraordinary, but we 
were made ample amends by good roads, a con- 
ſtant buſtle, of carriages, and a pleaſant inn to 
ſtop at and refreſh. Were I to go a hundred times 
to Harrow, I would always go the round-about 
way, not only for pleaſure, but as e the 


| © neareſt way home. . 
On the Monday I gave information as Jad 


to Mr. Onſlow, who returned me a very polite 
; letter of thanks. I ſaid it was a pleaſing. adven- 
ture the meeting with thoſe two young gentle- 
men, and having the ſatisfaction of ſeeing them 
ſo happy as I endeavoured to make them, and it 
alſo rendered « our own dinner more entertaining. 
Yet Captain Bennett would not allow it to be an 
adventure, but a good i incident; ſo a good 3 r 


We let it . „„ 
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To mention the. various plays, &c. I 1 TY 4 
would occupy too much paper and time, but it 
would. be narrow in-theatrical politics not to ac- 

knowledge that the proceſſion to Cymon was ſu- 


perior to any thing of the kind 1 had ever wit⸗ 


neſſed; and before I wheel back from that trip on 
"Thurſday, May A- 1792, I muſt beg leave to go 
where I never was fond of Soing, and chat is 
once more to ſchool. | 


Mr. Fawcett, whole attention to me, his old 15 


manager, was ſo truly - reſpectful : a8 to claim A 


place in my memory locked, obliged me with his 


company ; and my old acquaintance Mr. Moody 8 | 
met us in his neat little chaiſe, and horſe well-fed, | 


on the Surry ſide of Weſtminſter Bridge, in order 
to viſit Half-farthing Farm, near Wandſworth. 
Mr. Moody was rbeumatic, and found 1 was by 
much the better man for a dance of the two; for 
i he was obliged to lag behind at the Coffee-houſe, . 
| at Wandſworth, and Mr. Fawcett and I proceeded 5 
on foot up the Half-farthing Lane, which I con- 
jecture may be a mile, and where I had never 
trod either ſtone, earth, or ſod, from the year 
1748, the time I went there to ſchool, and when 


arrived at Mr. Tempeſt” 8 grounds, I pointed out 


£0 Mr. Fawcett the bounds allowed for the boys, 


as perfectly as if I had been there but the week 


N 


2 


I do not mean to remark this as from 
good memory, but to note, that not the leaſt al. 
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teration had taken place in the courſe of ſo many 
years, and that on a ſpot as retired as if in the 
remoteſt part of Wales, and yet within fix miles 


of London ; and that is my principal reaſon for 

mentioning ſo trivial a circumſtance as my viſit= 
ing that ſpot, beſides the notion of paying a viſit 

to the dead more than to the living: and in A” 

lane of that length which had been my uſual. 
tramp many years ago, inſtinct only was what 
helped me as an informer to Mr. Fawcett ;. for I 
do not recollect houſes, whoſe. inhabitants, or 
any one foot paſſenger to have afforded us intelli- 
gence of any kind. When we arrived it was paſt 
two, the lads were all collected at ſchool, and 
the ſervants of the houſe were at dinner, which 


added fo much to the {illneſs of the ſcene on that 


day of ſunſhine, that to.me made it wonderfully 

agreeable, having ſo often reviewed that place in 
thought and in my dreams. With important con- 
Tequence I pointed out to Mr. Fawcett. ſuch and £ 
uch a place, and when in the yard of the houſe 
A ſervant came and aſked- who. I wanted, I faid 
Mr. Tempeſt, and when the faid Mr. Tempeſt | 
came actually ſlarted as at 2 fancied ghoſt, for 


1 ſuppoſe that Mr. Tempeſt had | been eight or ten 
years old in the year 1747. or 48, and tlie 3d of | 


May 1792, having loaded a few years upon the | 
young ſhoulders, he was fo like, in featyres that. 
he actually ſeemed the very man aroſe from the 2 
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ated who. had often ferruled my head and hands. 
I told him mine was an impertinent viſit of cu- 
rioſity, and begged he would humour my fancy 
ſo far, as to let me explore the houſe, and point 
out what alterations I could find without being 
informed. Firſt, I obſerved that the kind of court- 
yard was a place much improved, but a large 
barn which uſed to-ſtand near that place was era- 
dicated, like Beau Trippit's ideas in the Lying 
Valet. Mr. Tempeſt ſaid I, was very right, 1 
that ſaid building had been a nuiſance, and by 
purchaſing it of the landlord, he had pulled it 
down and formed a little ſhrubbery : At firſt the 
conſequences were dreadful, for the rats had a 
return for the affront, taken poſſeſſion of his houſe, 
but at laſt with great pains and expence he had 
extirpated the race, and the ſchool-houſe was en- 
tirely free; a piece of information that would have 
given me true pleaſure had I meant to have ſlept | 
there. From that I- proceeded to the garden, = 
then into the parlour, and next into the old dining-- I 
room, where the very ſame chairs ſeemed to have 
eyes, and looked at me, ſo ſtrong is a whimſical 
brain. Paint had not adorned, by alteration, the 
room in any part; for which reaſon every thing 
I met pleaſed my eye better, as our old acquaint- 
ance ſhould always -be remembered. with an old 
face, and not with a nod of reflection * pauſe, * 3 
as ee Indeed, I do not know you.” From. _ 4 


— . 
i ” O vu " \ 
© Oe $ * ny * 9 5 * an ry 


3 wed Ws 
2 — — — 


0 
. 

A = 
— 


* — . 
> RC —— 


tent her "A: xe ot 
h \ 
2 . 
= co 
— 
—— 2 


— ny 
— 
= 
* * * WY 
* . rt ne ag 
: — ——— 
VE; 


* * 
—_— r 


the en room 1 marched Mr. Fawcett 40 Mr. E 


- * - * = . = : l 5. 
. th _— 4 VP * 3 * figs. > K *. 2 prog or RG $ ks = * — — ATA = — — — 17 
s Ss * _ a «© - 4-4 . Wh els * T hd,” * — — — _ 2 2 * — * — at > ot re vt Po r „. 
— 9 5 — EET 2 $f * 3 2 3 r 8 a —_— „ * 3 „ 2 3 AA un wh, A 3 
— _ = — 3 _ 2 S ˖ · NT one eee we OS} a K i A tt 1 p 2 We n 1 — 22 — Os; pt 00 
- ———— ů p 208 YR) Ot er ˙ I > ut I mt re mer em tn Cu tee v- — WWASe ay _—_ 44 25.2 Eft en ed Le Dy era (ba So Pi. 2 — 2 Wy — 4 
ö Oh ag. OI oy EONS ee S 5 o FR ” a ad 6 3 r 2 Sond > Fo x A p a 0 4 
— — ——— — - — - — — : - - — = - 2 Weg K r - T_T” dt L 5 at i * RX 12 > — * 
— — 5 . — De as CGE et LU * < aha <a; n * 7 2 W 1 A ; 
A — 2 PREY — Der * dea — * _ _ _ * _ „ * 7 2 — * . ? N = &Þ * <> 
ä ans * » — IN RPM * — 2 8 VA R P IE ITE a ET IEEE 48 20m = "> — CRHEC 8 — —»„-— — — — — — — * 9 
; 8 7 x d \ + 0 
a 4 * * 
s 4 > * * 
£ 4 ; , . ; W. 
- on * £ 4 F . 
A * . 4 
Ws . b 4 PT 
” Fe 
# 4 \ 5 \ 
k K 
0 ; ; N 5 : 


34 THE WANDERING PATENTEE,. 


Tempeſt to the lads grand apartment, that uſed 


to ſerve for dinner, and where I have thrown. 
many a piece of heavy /ad plumb-pudding under 
the table, and for the ſaid act got many a rap on 


the knuckles ;. from that into the ſchookroom, 
where the old furniture. ſtill appeared, and only. 


wanted my neglected ſlate and copy-book, &c. to- 
8 improve my writing. Being fatisfied, and having | 


had a full and true account of the deaths and 


weddings, and that Mr. George Page (ſon of 


Mr. Page, who in the year 174) I remembered 


as my good friend when he was houſe-keeper at 
 Covent-Garden theatre) had married Mr. Tem- 
= peſt's ſiſter, Lwas taking my leave and aſked Mr. 
Tempeſt to dinner, who apparently ſeemed much- 
pleaſed with the invitation, but it occurred to my 
bad memory that it was neceſſary to inform Mr. 


Tempeſt that the dinner ordered for Mr. Moody, | 
Mr. Fawcett, and myſelf, was as diſtant from 


Half-farthing Farm as Cumberland Gardens, near 


Vauxhall, on whit l information the ſchool- 
maſter gave up all thoughts of attending at ſuch a 


diſtance, and I could have bit my tongue for 


ſpite, for having offered the ſemblance only of 
an invitation, after the trouble I had given him, 
without being ſincere in my compliment. Ahe 
trio however had a. very comfortable dinner at 
that very 1 Pot” Cumberland Gardens, | 


I * 
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3 1 got to Covent- Garden theatre with Mr. 
Fawcett before eight. : 

On Sunday the 6th in the evening 1 left Lis 
don for York in the mail, and. wearied with'the 
fatigue of the conſtant attendance to the public 
amuſements, and the rapidity of the conveyance, 
I got a great cold and e bones for my drud- 
gery of pleaſure. | 

3 Previouſly at York I had 9 Mrs. e 
Lock to perform a few characters. That lady is a 
ſiſter of Mrs. Siddons, poſſeſſes much ſterling 
merit, but is at times apt to fall into a dull ſeem- 
ing mediocrity : She is a great treaſure for a coun- 
try theatre, and would be ſo for a London one, 
provided ſhe pays more regard to an uniformity of 
acting and character, as ſhe is by no means want- 
ing in her portion of tlie family underſlanding. 

Mr. Whitlock, as well as Mrs. Whitlook, is 
happy in poſſeſſing great private eſteem from the — 
moſt reſpectable families wherever they go. He 
has much merit as an actor, equally ſo as a gen- 
tleman of integrity; and has his reputation well 5 

eſtabliſhed in the north of England as a Dentiſt, 
by which he gains a conſiderable addition to his 
yearly income“. 


c 4 
; *- Mr. and Mrs. | Whitlock are, 1794. bend at Philadelphia, 
in America, where they are 0 much Pos with equal. 
ape and univerſal SHOWN - 
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York ſeaſon concluded: with Mrs. Whitlock's 
benefit, on Wedneſday, May 16. Leeds theatre. 
opened the Friday following, May „ 

Mr. HaMERTON from Ireland arrived and acted 


Ranger on Friday, June 27. That gentleman 
has a handſome manly appearance; abounds with, 
T ſpirit, even to the want of docking the exuberan-. 


cies: he has evidently. paid much attention to, 
Mr. Lewis of Covent-Garden. It will be Mr. 


Hamerton's own fault if he does not make him- 
ſelf worthy. every attention from Rif audience and 
his managers. 


That ſeaſon at Leeds 1 7925 was 5 better l 


than any I ever remember. The trade of that 
populous town was flouriſhing 16:2 degree. un- | 
| known. The theatre often overflowed ; ; and. the 
1 methodiſts had no occaſion to grumble, for their 
meetings were crowded even to an abundance; 3. 


there were numbers ſufficient to ſatisfy both par- 
ties. I was doubly obliged for a good ſeaſon and 


a crowded benefit, which was on July the 12th, 
17923 4 compliment J. cannot in truth, often. 
boait of, for I am ſorry to ſay it is quite the re- 


verſe at Leeds. We cloſed the theatre there on 
Monday, July 30, 1792, for Mr. Cummins's bene 


fit, to a bumper of a houſe; and 1 could have. 
given the audience. a receipt in full for all de- 


mands with an unknown circumſtance, (one ex- 


© cepted) which was an overplus in my pocket... 
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Maſe L. every year have the fame occaſion to re- 


turn the Leeds audience my thanks on the ſame 


account; but I have my doubts. -- | 
= WE Pontefract theatre was o opened that year. 


1792, on W edneſday, Auguſt 1, and was, as 


ufnal, very genteely attended; and if regular pay, 
good quarters, and à charming country (without 


* 


5 


ſtudy for the plays were repeated as before 


acted at Leeds) could make actors happy, Pon- 


1 


tefract muſt be eſteemed a charming lounge. 


What muſt have rendered h it particularly 1 in 


1792, as all the ſummer beſore that jaunt took 


place, and indeed after, was a deluge of rain, 6 


wind, and a continued round of dreadful wea- 


ther, yet the whole little ſeaſon at Pontefract was 
a delightful thort ſummer; for the rains did not 
ſet in till the Saturday we left that place to af- 


tend the Vork race-week; and that only ſerved 
to*cool and water the roads and-render them pleas - 
ſant after the heat; but the continuance of rains, 
after they did ſet in, I believe, that gentlemen, 
the manager, the farmer, and many others SO 
have withed :otherwiſe; and eredit, that even 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick felt a little incon- 
Wa, that wonderful manifeſto year of his. 
Mrs. Port was engaged for the York: races 
1792; and as Pontefract was on her road to York, 
ſhe very politely agreed to play there the laft mighty! 
and to perform Lady 7; wa This Was an un- 


„ 
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expected treat. The ſeaſon cloſed ith: Mrs. 
Pope's: performance, Saturday, Auguſt 18. 


Pontefract theatre is too ſmall to afford a meal. 
to London performers with their appetite for 


gold; but it paid Mrs. Pope s Expences :: and the 


= inconvenience of coming two miles only out of 


the road, obliged the inhabitants and me in ha- 
ving that lucky ſtroke of proving how willing I. 
was to pleaſe my friends i in that town to the beſt. 
of my power, when. ever opportunity offered. 
Mrs. Pope was engaged to perform four nights 


in the race week, at Vork, viz. Monday, Tueſ- 


ogy Friday, and Saturday + and to pleaſe my; 


own vanity, I ated Shylock,. on the Monday, 


' Auguſt 20, 1792: 1 advertiſed it for the laſt 


time of my appearing in that character; for * 


have acted it ſo often, I judged the public had 
been very indulgent. and partial to me, and really 


believe I may pay myſelf: the compliment that L 
was weary of the part much more than the au- 
dience. I have reaſon to flatter myſelf they were 


pleaſed with my performance, 111. may judge by 
that true criterion, a great reception and warm 


applauſe throughout the Jew ;. but dull repetition 
_  deadens all our bliſs, . and I judged it finiſhing 
my Shylock with great eclat, having the power- 


ful aid of Mrs. Pope's Portia, who had fixed on 


that part for her firſt appearance on the York 
ſtage. 2 * was what it ſhould be, * 


—_ 


5 
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: what I expected, a very gracious c one; to which. 
ſhe certainly had * a claim as an eſtabliſhed excel- 
lent actreſs, whoſe private conduct has led her 
yearly before, a London audience, with fame ſup- 


porting her on one hand, and private Worth re- 


8 


| celving acknowledgment on the other. 


The York theatre on that night was 58 8 


5 Sh all the firſt people of the city, and of thoſe 


who attended the races, of which gentlemen were a 
very numerous. I rather feared the receipt that 
evening; for when the doors opened, till the play 


Was over, it was .a cataract of rain; but the 
houſe produced near one hundred pounds. And 
f that I might not be ſurpriſed at rain, it continued 
at the ſame rate for days and weeks. 1 in ſuccellive x 


; weighty ſhowers. . _ 
On Tueſday, Avguft 21, Mrs. rah 5 


| Zara, and I produced myſelf as her father Luſig- 


nan — for the laſt time). We were both received 


moſt kindly, nor was the audience forgetful of = 


x 


Mr. Cummins in Oſman: he looked and played 


| that character exceedingly well; nor was I want- 


ing in decorating the oultan moſt ſuperbly, to let 


Mrs. Pope ſee they had nat all the good dreſſes | in 


i London. 


On Friday, Auguſt: 24. Mrs. Phe played Lady 


i 1 in Mr. Macklin's play of © The Man 
of the World,” which drew a very crowded au- 


dience. If this book is now in the hands of a a 
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| Londoner, 1 need not ſay chat Mrs. Pope 1 
it incomparably. The farce was © The Author, 
Mr. and Mrs. Cadwallader by Mr. Wilkinſon and 
Mrs. Pope. Lwas ſo dizzy all the ſecond acts. 
that I was really alarmed; for ſurely: the idea of 
falling down on the ſtage is a ſhocking fight to 
the beholders and the ſufferer. I had acted three 
times that week, and the exerciſe had rather 
ſerved me than done me a. prejudice; and Cad- 
wallader to me was ſo eaſy, SE it could not be 
called extraordinary fatigue. 
On Saturday; Auguſt 25, Mrs. Pore Goiſhed 
the week with Queen: Elizabeth, bedecked in her 
London regalia, and is one of the richeſt charac-- 
teriſtic dreſſes I ever ſaw ; but Lam ſorry to re=- 
late her ſplendour could not awe or obtain filence_ 


| throughout the play; for the galleries bore a bear- 5 


garden reſemblance during the whole of the per- 
formance, yet they were attentive to Gen. Wolfe: 
that is a ſtrange tranſition on a crowded gallery- 
night I cannot account for; it is too often the 
caſe at London during the Chriſtmas holidays, 
7 and particularly if a new pantomime is promiſed . 


as the deſert: on ſuch an 'occafion the play is 


never conſidered but diſturbed with never-ceaſing 
noiſe and uproar, particularly if a tragedy 3 but 
when Harlequin makes his appearance all is at- 
8 tention, mixed with 1 roars OE gre crore 5 f 


e . . . 4 
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The week's produce to the theattical ixballivy- 
was 518l. 108. Gd. The Monday was appointed 
for Mrs. Pope's benefit; Cymbeline was the play, 
in which Mr. Pope uſhered forth to affert his. 


right in Imogen, as her huſband Poſthumous; 


they were both well received to a crowded houſe. 


Mrs. Pope's Imogen, and Mrs. Kitty, in the 
farce of © High Life” Was much admired ; and. 


Mr. Pope charmed the ladies not only with his 


acting but his very handſome figure. The Theſ- 


pian Magazine noticed an abſurdity, which did 


not happen improperly, as the writer choſe to 
mention it; he found fault that Mrs. Pope (who- 
was the Imogen) ſhould lament over Cloten's dead 
body as ſuppoſing it was Poſthumous ; but that 
it was a contradiction, for the body was not in 
the garments» belonging to Poſthumous. Mr. 
Southgate, at rehearſal, aſked- Mr. Pope—whe- 
| ther he. ſhould not put on His dreſs? but Mr. 
Pope told him no, it was not the dreſs Cloten 
ſhould wear, which the audience had ſeen Poſthu-- 
mous in, either when in England or in Italy, but 
a garment ſuppoſed to have been left by Poſthu- 


mous on his departure from England; therefore 


any dreſs was right except the identical one which 


Poſthumous had appeared in; and when Cloten 


is diſcovered ſeeking for Imogen on his road to 


Milford Haven, he is then judged to be dreſſed i 
in the very ſuit- which Piſanio has given him as 
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N 8 clothes, Which the . ad N 
not ſeen till that inſtant. As to ſcenery. being 
adapted i in every theatre- royal out of London, it 
is impoſſible, I can venture to affirm that I have 
treble the quantity of moſt theatres, and a great 
deal of excellent changes, but the ſize of the ſtage, 


the flats being chiefly on rollers, and many other 


circumſtances, without mentioning it as an enor- 
mous expence, which no theatre out of London 


can bear: yet it is. impoſſible to have performed 


ſome particular pieces, and a long various Pan- 
tomime with ſcenery all exactly proper, for they 
are ſo fixed, and the preparation behind wanting 
time and room, occaſions it an abſolute and un- 
avoidable neceſſity to drop a handſome apartment 


down occaſionally to cover in, which ſhould with 
propriety very likely be a farmer's houſe. But 
many plays and entertainments are ſtrictly right 


as to dreſſes, ſcenery, and decorations ; and that 


«3 


1s ſaying a great deal, all things conſidered... 


That night, Auguſt 27, was the laſt of perform- L 
| ing till the winter ſeaſon. I gave my audience at 
Leeds a treat with Mr. and Mrs. Pope, on Wed- 
| neſday, Auguſt 29, when they acted Jaffier and 
Belvidera; on Friday the 3ift, Poſthumous and - 

Imogen; Monday, September 3, Lord and Lady 


Townly, and Mrs. Pope added Mrs. Kitty in 
«© High Life Below Stairs;” and on Tueſday, 


| TS 4 they knnen at 1 8 1 with Dort- 5 
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; cont: and! Letitia Handy, 1 The Belles Stra- 5 
agen.” -: | BT ny og 

We were ſo: i in our r movements, 
that we opened the Wakefield theatre on the. 
enſuing Wedneſday, September 55 1792 Lord 
and Lady Townly by Mr. and Mrs. Pope. On 
Friday they performed. Mr. and Mrs. Beverley, 
in The Gameſter, where their excellent acting 


deſerred more attention; 5. but 1 amy; ſorry to. fay, 8 


| that the Wakefield audience failed me, and did 
not pay any compliment to. Mr. and Mrs. Pope. 
for them to remember at London with thankful- 
neſs; for they both parted, the audience and that 
| gentleman and lady, with as little ceremony as. - 
they met. Mrs, Pope ated. * . after 
Mrs. Beverley«: 1 
On the laſt night of theit: aids. as I was 
; 8 the box paſſage, a piece of pear or apple 
carried me with ſuch velocity, that it diflocated 
my knee, hut luckily it ſlipped inſtantly into the 
ſocket, and in the flide the flip on the paſſage oc- 
caſioned, I had time to wildly expect I ſhould 
fall with my leg under : me and e a ſe- 
cond ann 
Mir. Pope the next. 4 Was. ts kind 5 as to call 
on me to bid adieu, and I had an opportunity of 
chanking them for their kind, friendly and ſen- 
| Gble behaviour; and I hope I made them as 
comfortable at Vork as my manſion would admit. 


T 
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The race week at Wakefield followed their: hoo - 
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parture, and was very productive, though the 
weather was inceſſantiy out of ſeaſon every day 

and night. The company had remained cloſe to 
me their old manager, and by not having any 


change of performers that year, my catalogue of 


plays and farces were very extenſive, and ſeveral 
the town was gratified with good entertainment, 


and I was equally fatisfied and 'pleaſed witn 


crowded houſes. And it is not a vaunt to ſay, 
that Wakefield is fo fituated, that it is not in the 
power of any equal company of ſtrength and abi- 


lity to entertain that liberal town as the York - 
comedians. Many poor managers boaſting run- 


about ſcourin g troops of little country companies, 
may vaunt, 160 big, and promiſe, . 1 „ 


; Who may flags. nd, and pout;: . 5 | 85 


But 8 em and the devil A drop comes out. 5 


Yet people will liſten to much fooliſh” unimpor- 


kant meteors, when it i is eaſily to be compre: 
| hended, that a London, an Edinburgh, a Bath, 


or a Dublin theatre, from their-ſuperior conſe- 


| quence, (and after theſe” in the theatrical cata» - 

logue, York and Hull,) are ſuperior as eu 
theatres for aſſurance of a comfortable conſtant 

income, to any other theatrical ſpots in the king- 


dom. Norwich ſtands in a very reſpectable light, 


* 
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and affords an eaſy, genteel, eentienianitks-1 in- 
come; but Vorkſhire undoubtedly claims the 
rank of preference, which I have given it; as 
Vork and Hull combined form à creditable 
winter reſidence. The Mancheſter reader will 
ſcoff at my ignorance of the ſuperiority of that 
flouriſhing town: But, Mr. Mancheſter, I am 
ſpeaking of the yearly round; and though your 
town, Angly, is ſuperior to York, your company | 
is not ſo good, and you blame your manager. 
But the reaſon that T have plays acted at York 
better than you have at Mancheſter, take them 
for all in all, is becauſe mine is a yearly round, 
and Mancheſter, with a little aſſiſtance from. 
Cheſter only, does not ſupport a company (to a 
certainty } above eight months; and conſequently; 
the company is broke up every year; and many 
ſuch performers thus reduced would wiſely pre- 
fer my conſtant full pay and good quarters: but 
were I to practice the ſame mode, it would be 
much more to my advantage; tho the propoſed 5 
remedy would be as diſagreeable and hazardous 
as the Lancaſhire medicine for the cure of a bite 
from a mad dog. For though I might by contri- 
vance get ſome well-bred hunters for the Vork 
courſe, yet Wakefield, Doncaſter, and Leeds, 
could not yield ſuch a golden or ſilver harveſt as 
to procure a good ſtud ; as moſt of the well- fed 
cattle wanld þ be Ks at various ſummer and. 
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5 


autumn places of faſhionable e and ne 
not houſe till November. | 
But let me ſtick to Wakefield at then races 1792. 
The race- week was not only ſupported moſt 
warmly, but alſo the week following; I —_ 
taking the nights on an average. _ 
Mr. Linnecar, at the deſire of his . 8 
| 5 ſecond benefit, on Wedneſday, September 195 
to a play wrote by that gentleman, called The 


Generous Moor,” and the receipt was the greateſt 


L had ever known, being equal, at the common 
prices, to Mrs. ane 8 int there at Landen 
e | 
The theatre cloſed: on > Monday, 1 24s 
1792, to a noble audience, i in ſpite of bad weather; 
and on Tueſday, September 25, we ſet off, not 
ding - dong, but. ſpliſh-ſplaſh,. through thick and 
| thin, for Doncaſter races; we played that night 
as uſual:— Walk in, ladies and gentlemen, with⸗ 
© out loſs of time, the play is juſt going to begin.“ 
On that Tueſday we performed. 5 Wild Qats” 
| and. * Robinz 

Though ſelf is generally of importance to =" ; 
and to no other perſon, yet 1 have neglected to 
relate, that, from the time of my dizzineſs men- 
tioned when acting Cadwallader at York races, 
it never left me, but gave frequent tremors and 
ſurpriſes, and in the race-week at Wakefield 
pes DOPE EA but am certain e it Py 
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duced, for the- firſt time to me, a fit of the 800 ; 
and the viſitor was fo rude as not to be contented” 


with one foot, but the inhuman evil violently. 


ſeized on them both. At Wakefield I was car- 


ried into the chaiſe like a ſenſeleſs weight, to ſet 
forward and enjoy the pleaſures of the Doncaſter 
meeting; I was plaguy angry at ſeeing the lads 
ahd laſſes laugh at the old man's being carried all 
beflannelled and helpleſs 3 into the chaiſe z I was 
ready to cry for vexation, and wiſhed to have 
had a general wailing and gnaſhing of teeth 
for old Wilkinſon; but I could not perceive a 
trait of ſuch tenderneſs: on the contrary my muf- 
fled figure and appearance ſeemed rather to create 
merriment. Next, the roads diſconcerted me, 
for with four horſes I feared 1 ſhould not reach 
Doncaſter It aſtoniſhed me to find that town ſo | 
full, when I declare that the horſes were good to 
the chaiſe, but they repeatedly fell into the mire 
from the depth of the roads, which, as in Sep- | 
tember, I had never ſeen ſo frightful in the moſt _ 
dreary deſperate ſeaſon. However, at laſt I got, 
with my ſon, ſafe to Doncaſter, which pleaſing 
town Idid not find crowded with plebeans it is true, 
but it is certain, that it abounded with genteel 
families and gentlemen to an extraordinary de- 
gree, not only as to numbers, but of diſtinction. 
The ſubſcribers to the Aſſembly-rooms were up- 


wards of "390" The theatre was well attended 
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15 that week; but not with, any extraordinary ſucceſs, 
there not being one great houſe. The races that 
year, 1792, though brilliant as to appearance of 
rank and faſhion, had the feweſt country farmers, 
and laſſes on their pads with their ſweethearts, that 
I ever recollect. M. A. Taylor and J. L. Kaye, 
Eſqꝗrs. were the ſtewards, and on the Friday night 
gave a ſupper and ball after their defi red play, which 

Vas of great ſervice to the theatre, as it detained 
ſeveral ladies and gentlemen who could not reſiſt 
the invitation, and who otherwiſe would have 
been Hom Doncaſter that night, : 


10 Over the hills and far away.” 7 


After that race week, entered | in . . : 
fon, to my great ſatisfaction, the Weſt-Riding 
militia for a monthly reſidence, in which there 
were and are ſeveral of the firſt gentlemen of for- 
tune in the county of York.. The theatre that 
| feaſon was more. attended to than at all times 
happened; and, to make that better, ſoon arrived 
the hero and CORN his Grace _ ye of | 
Norfolk. 8 

His Grace and the ess defired & „The Re 
cruiting Officer” and No Song no Supper, | 
Saturday, October 20. I was well - ſtocked with 
| novelty, as to new pieces, to entertain the public, | 
and was not much put out of tune with the indiſ- 
_ poſitions of the performers z "7 4 was 5 held faſt by. 


_ 8 


gout. I got out on Monday, October 22, to act 
Wolſey for my ſon's benefit, who in general has 
one at Doncaſter in lieu of one, in the uſual courſe 


ceipts of Doncaſter and Wakefield more lucrative 


L ] ‚TTT ny pe. 


Leeds, Hull, and York, but particularly at York; 


is ſo great as not only deſtroys all profit on thoſe 
nights marked down as unfafhiotiable, and {till 


worſe, the aCtor's bad benefits; for on thoſe diſmal 


loaf of the. good houſes. For though, for inſtance, 
at Hull, on n benefits, the receipts amount occa- 


there, being a divifion. after 41. makes a a theatre 
not abound with profit to exceſs. Where the ex- 


h Fhalf of the good. ones. But, on the other hand, 
it muſt be allowed, chat the evil. is in part a re- 


4 medy; for what I haye ſaid is ſtrictiy truth; but 


THE WANDERING PATENTEE. © 49 


the legs the Whole ſeaſon, and Was actually a pri- 
ſoner for five weeks by the continuance of the 


of benefits, at Leeds; for the annual train are at 
Hull, Vork, and Leeds, which renders the re- 


to me than an auditor would imagine on ſeeing 
only a middling audience at either of thoſe towns; 
but the unavoidable drawback which happens at 
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occaſions. I am 'of courſe a confiderable loſer, and 5 
5 have to work for the dead horſe, with only half a 
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fonally toa very conſiderable ſum, yet my plan 


pences are great, the manager's nights (before the 
benefits) are very rarely good, and the ſhares of 
the bad benefits oblige me to make up from the 


were it not for the three, 1 benefits. L TO 1 
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except double ſalaries on the public weeks, they 
come not in for any ſqueeze. of the orange. I : 
have not mentioned the above as a complaint, or MF 
being diſſatisfied, but to convey a true reaſon Why 

my purſe is not -weighed down, where from want 
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of reflection and experience a ſenſible reader may 
form a ſuperficial view, allot me riches I do 


largeſs they ſo willingly beſtow. I only hint a 


/ without any ſuppoſed charge as to rent) would pay 


the actual expences incurred, which indeed, I 


55 fervently hope I ever ſhall; but as to my income 


| inſpeCtion, and would in twenty-four hours make 
a methodiſt a complete manager, from the crowned 


duin with. This digreſſion is, in ſome degree, 
5 e as an inſpettor i 18 requeſted, 1 not re- 

| ho 
kde. . „ 


. 
* 
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not keep a good. company together, and they are 


the props that do ſuſtain my houſe, and the means 


vrhereby I live; and in my gleanings of the au- 
tumn harveſt at York, Wakefield, and Doncaſter, i * 
tl 


not poſſeſs, or accuſe me of ingratitude for 
hiding from the public knowledge a part of the 


wiſh that the Vork, Hull, and Leeds ſeaſons 


honourably declare, they do not. I have re- 
peatedly proclaimed that I hate ingratitude, and 


the books are as open as the play-bill | of the day, 
and, thanks to Mr. Swalwell, are fit for the niceſt 


theatric monarch's expences, as 28. for a ſoldier, 50 
bo 
18. for a devil, and 18. for a gun to ſhoot Harle- 


; F 


e 


Grace of Norfolk burſts inſtantly before my eyes: 
I view him ſtronger than the exact likeneſs of 


praiſe to the artiſt. 


and in gratitude bound to acknowledge his good- ; 
neſs. If the reader ſuppoſes I have been laviſh 
with fulſome expreſſions of thanks to his Grace, 
he is. much deceived. 'The Duke of Norfolk has 


for that T never gave any thanks, which certainly 
bore the marks of rudeneſs and want of reſpect, 


feeling. The true reaſon was, I did not conceive _ 
how to pleaſe myſelf, for I was not ſuch a fool 
as not t to be well aware Sroſs ae or Tullpme 15 
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The theat! | Doncaſter, in 1792, ſailed, on 


2 2 


| vals ſmooth © Water; neither ſtorms, aſſailments, 
riots, diſturbances,” or diſſatisfaction againſt my 
troop appeared or lay concealed, yet Fn eteatk - 
from pain. H. Heaton, Efq. was mayor, and not 


only rendered aſſiſtance to the theatre with 8 


ing his friends, and not ſparing his own pocket, but 
willing to aſſiſt any improvement in the playhouſe. 


I cannot cloſe the Doncaſter theatre, talk of 
gratitude, and be ſenſible of faveurs, but his 


his-Grace diſplayed that year in the exhibition at 
Somerſet-Houſe, . contmanded all en of > 
I never was ſo 250 8 pay a compliment; 


or to wiſh his Grace to be made ſenſible how 
much I eſteem. myſelf honoured by his kindneſs, _ 


conferred many favours, and one of value, and 


and what was worſe, in my opinion, a want of 
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thanks would have ſ unk, not have raiſed me in his 


Grace's opinion; and to have done it in a bungling 


manner muſt have been very aukward for me to 


| have preſented, { or his Grace to have received; and 


to have made an offering of thanks in ſuch a man- 


ner as I could have wiſhed I feared was not within 


the ſcope of my genius or ability, though the will 
was not wanting: And now I only hammer on 
it atid cannot. do it. To flatter is not difficult ; 
but to be ſenſible and clever I-can only gueſs at; 


and I think, were my talents better than what I 


can boaſt, or my beſt friends grant, I could not 


hit upon a mode to pleaſe myſelf; for to wiſh 


being clever or opulent is not to be commanded, 


as myſelf or many a good eſtated man can be in- 
ſtanced. Wealth does not always command vir- 
tue, talents, honour, or innate worth, joined to 

integrity: They are not to be Purchaſed, and 


Fe They that are falſe to pious benefits 


And make compell'd neceſſities their faiths, 


4 Are traitors to their God. e 


aca, ſlattery detected, which it "Cf Fo 


+ #8... 


vedly is by rigid diſcerriment, throws the reptile 


that offers it into moſt deſpicable diſtance; to 
avoid which I will humbly requeſt his Grace of 


N orfolk to fancy me his faithful and e fer- 


vant, a and to let me toy. 


« The clapper of my mouth, it is not glibb'd - 
« With court oil, "twill not firike on both ſides.” 
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Yet I dave: avow one 1 as a truth, the which 


cannot be controverted, and that is, ever ſince! 
have had the honour to be known to his Grace of _ 


Norfolk, that I never obſerved him by look, word, 


or action, contradict the old good maxim, of 
ſeeing a man with the ſame eye of golden beha- 
viour that makes no difference in the day or the 


night or the morrow, but continues the rays of 
conciliating golden protection and warmth of be- 


nevolence. My Lord Duke's demeanor is ſo open 


and benevolent, that the proper familiarity, attend- 


ed with good manners and propriety, may always 


be offered with eaſe and conſiſtence. He ſits not, 
as. Sir Oracle, to be himſelf only, but to pleaſe and 
be pleaſed with his gueſts; and what is ſtill better, 
his manners are not profeſſedly warm one day 
and cool the next, and if walking with his equals, 


would not paſs ſuperciliouſly by, but would break 


from them to call on a Wilkinſon to aſk him how 
he did, or if paſſing by would not forget he had 
known him for ſeveral years, nor would he avoid 
ſaying, © Wilkinſon, how do you do? when ſhall . 


I ſee you?” Did many proud ones. I know, of 
very inferior degree to the perſonage of whom , 


g the preſumption. to ſpeak, mark and 


follow ſuch an example, they would obtain much þ 


more true eſteem ; for the heart even of the moſt 
wicked, I believe, bounds at goodneſs from thoſe 
above n and even thoſe on he moſt wa 


IF 


. ,, * * 


1 principles. For half that vaunting, 1 fear, 1 99 
- in fact from fancied humbleneſs, with acted out- 
ward profeſſions, Whilſt (as Shakſpear ſays) 
e the heart is crammed with arrogance, with 
c ſpleen, and pride.” I have ſeen ſo much of 
: this, that it makes me not anxious of new friends: 
and what is to be lamented, which I often do, 
is, when I ſee young minds make frequent proofs 
of ſuch a ſhallow practice: And by ſuch a ſpeci- 
ous behaviour, a little mind in the bloom of youth 
is only ſowing the feeds of foppery, leaving the 
root of worth (once taking place) neglected by, 
never again to bud, bloſſom, and bear the fruit 
of that beauteous tree called integrity, which is 
proud to ſhelter with its we and 1 8 _ 
bleſlings of benevolence. 5 
Il Will return once more to his Gods of Norfolk, 
4 proclaim aloud © God bleſs you, my Lord 
Duke, and may you long enjoy the bleſſings of 
health and ſpirits, annexed to your affluence, and 
make yourſelf and your 1 of a: Om ; 
e Mund g 
And now to make my be or rather have it 
made for me by proxy at Doncaſter; on Tuef- 
G October 30, 1792, we will ſuppoſe the 
curtain dropped, and the company in full march 
for Hull quarters, full of thought as to good 
benefits, hot punch, and the roaſted duck for 


| 1 And in way the . ds oftencr Ly : 
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to e at Hull, chan Mr. Bayes: imagined in 
Dryden's days; for they receive more invitations 
at that port, than during all the reſt of the year? 
therefore whenever Hull is named, each actor 
ſmacks his lips, and OF: n Se _ — 


| gratis. 


9 2, with“ The Suſpicious Huſband.“ Mr. 


Hamerton's firſt appearance was on. that night in 


Ranger. Mr. Bowden was engaged for four 
nights, and on November 6, 7, 9, and 13, per- 
formed Macheath, Hawthorne, Lionel, and con- 


cluded with Robin Hood, the Drummer in 40 The 


Flitch of Bacon,” and Comus with Songs: : he 


was much better paid and attended than at York, 7 ; 
and the Hull audience were well pleaſed... Soon 
after that trip to Hull, he engaged with Mrs. Eſten 


for the Edinburgh theatre. . 


The performers in general 8 the. 1 1. 35 
Hull as in the year 1591, except Mr. Hamerton, 5 
| and Mrs. Simpſon, who. had not been. with me 


for ſome years. That lady was from the Bath = 


ſtage, where ſhe was a great favourite, and o 
| eſtabliſhed i in that comfortable and eligible fitua- 
tion, that I rather am inclined to think ſhe was 


very wrong to quit it, unleſs the had more ſub- d 
ſtantial reaſons than I am at preſent acquainted 
with. Her perſon I have before deſcribed as little, 1 
1 but delicate in the extreme: She is A very * N 


D 2 
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ung elegant actreſs, both in tragedy and comedy, 
but not powerful nor great as the commanding | 
n of kings; but ſhe is always ſure to gain 
the good word of gentlemen and ladies, and all 
the parts of a good-natured theatre. : 
On Friday, December 7, I advertiſed Shyleck, L 


- for the Wit time, and gave 125 fannt IG: 


1 And tied. Bettertau 3 in age. 
81383 the godlike rage. | 


ec Yep it may be d (by ſome 3 | 
Sore; Mr. W1LK1NsSON advertiſes SHYLoCKk, 
« or any other part, for the laſt time, that ſuch 


= a mode ſeems apparently tinctured with affec- 
4 tation, and the aſſumption of conceit and falſe 


« conſequence z in order to prevent ſuch ſurmiſe 
es from taking root, and being circulated into | 
cc opinion, Mr. W. here preſents his duty to the 
ec public at large, and reſpectfully deſires to in- 
e form them of the true motives for ſuch parti- 
(C cular announcement; 35 he has lately fuffered a 


4 long and painful confinement from illneſs, and 


4 5s from lack of ſtrength and youth, (two neceſ- 


dl ſary as well as enviable qualities) rendered in- 
86 capable of attempting many of his principal 


ec forcible characters, and indeed moſt of his 
4 performances have been ſo hackneyed by 


e perpetual repetition from November, 1765, 


© this One his 28th. ſeaſon. Os that he is 


tis wann PATENTEE, = 57 


& N apprehenſive, the Merchant of Venice 
c would have been better, as to attraction, at 
e more” diſtant period; but as life is preca- 
& rious, and it is more than probable and poſ- 
ſible that he may not be able to perform ſo 
'« fatiguing a character as Shylock two or three 
„years hence, for want of nerve, action, or me- 
10 ref, and as ſich a repreſentation” would be 
ag painful for his friends and the audience to 
«© perceive and feel, as well as himſelf, he will” 
' © therefore, to the beſt of his abilities, take his 
e leave of Shylock on the Hull ſtage, on Friday, 
« December 7, when he hopes he ſhall be honour- 
ed with the uſual lenity and ſupport of the au- 
& gience, that he has for ſo eee TOs” 
e peatedly favoured with. 


„ TurArTrRE-RorAr, Hur, 
« Nov. 225. 1792.0 EE 


r The Merchant of Venice?” wie Kona: 
_ a yery full and genteel audience. The new 
comedy of The Fugitive” had been acted the 
laſt night at Doncaſter, October 30, and was pro- 

duced at Hull on Wedneſday, December 12. 
The papers had been ſo univerfally laviſh in its 
praiſe, that it by no means equalled the expecta- 
tion. The language js certainly natural and ele- 
gant, and in general is finiſhed beyond the degree 
of moſt of our modern comedies z but the ſcenes f 
Lo Mrs. STOP; and the 4th act ſcene between 
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1 Cleavland and Mr. Manly N is 
_ certainly (though it here and there carries great 
point) flags in many places, is too long, and lacks 
fire and variety. It was decently and perfectly 

acted at Hull, but in London- it was ſo aided. by 
the combined aſſiſtance of all the firſt actors in 
that ſtrong company. of comedians. at the Hay- 
market, 1792, that, had the play not been ſo good. 
it muſt have ſucceeded. Miſs- Pope was inimita- 
ble in Mrs. Larron—(not. to mention Mr. Eing 
and Mr, Parſons; in ſhort, every body* z as alſo. 
Mr.. Benſon, who was excellent in the ech 5 
but Mrs. Brown, at Hull, did not by any means | 


eomprehend or do juſtice to Mrs. Larron, which 


0 was a great let-down to the comedy; nor would 


ſhe be perſuaded to take pains or allow it to be x 
good part; indeed ſhe was as ſulky- all through 
as ſhe could be: And when T ſay as ſhe could be,. 
I fay ſo becauſe-I. do not know who can diſplay 
that good quality more determinately than Genoa 
Mr. or Mrs. Brown, when not in tune. | 
ee The Road to Ruin” pleaſed much, as did 
« General. Wolfe, Wild Oats,” and, in gene- 
ral, moſt of the pieces. The audience were in 
in good humour, though now: and then vexed at 
| ſome of the performers being il; and then the 


| manager,, though he has topay und be the real ſufferer, 


yet he Was, and ever is, ſure to be blamed. 
Mr. Wewitzer's excellence muſt not- be forgotten i in the 
Frenchman Mr. 9 1 „ | 


— 


* 
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On Tueſday, January Ic, 1793s 6 Cato” was 
e for my benefit, and T died as a Roman, 5 
for the good of my country. The entertain- 
ment Was « Fortunatus, which had not been pre- ; 
ſented to the public for ſome * years. The ſcenery: 7 
was new, with great additions. The houfe was 
uncommonly crowded. But a good pantomime, 1 
experience has convinced me, will never anſwer 5 

in the country; for if really got up as a panto- | 

mime ſhould be, it will never repay the expence z - 
anda ſecond full houſe is not to be expected 11 

the firſt proves conſiderable, as the million may as: 
| eaſily. be led to ſee a catchpenny Harlequin, asthe. ' 
beſt that can be produced: For the actor, on a „ KK 


: benefit- night, promiſes too oftten more than a 5 0 
conjuror, and the million ſwallow and believe, but a 14 
afterwards are exceedingly angry that they-did WM 


not behold the wonders promiſed and expected. 
But alack-a-day! if the performer were to go to 
the expence of a good pantomime entertainment, x 
his benefit would be a loſs, not a gain, as Mr. 
Lever Darcy | has. fully proved on his benefit ä 
11 „ * 
More caſh Was e at the theatre the win 

ter ſeaſon” at Hull, 1792-3, than any year: 
But the expences, to obtain the goodwill of the 
public, and to deſerve their eſtimation, were enor-! 
mous and inconceivable : Clothes and ſcenery are 6 
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5 two 1 ingredients, where the manager i 
e in thoſe articles. 


The ſeaſon finiſhed with a 80804 theatre, o on 


Tueſday, Oy 555 1793s: for Mr. ant 8 be- 
neſit. | 


J muſt, PIETY: my fatality of blundering, detain 
my fellow-traveller ſome time on the road; and be⸗ 


fore ILopen the Tork ſeaſon, 1793, I will endeavour 


to rectify an omiſſion in my account of the year 
1792, wherein I mentioned the getting up * Ge- 
neral Wolfe” for my night at Tork; the which I. 
have neglected, as I accidentally recolle& that T- 
have given an account of Patrick i in Pruffia” 
on its firſt repreſentation: in 1786“, its ill recep- 
tion, the ſevere reprimand I ſuſtained from a 
York critic, my ſeeing that farce Ix London, its. 
great commendations f, &c. and my hinting. 
es thereby. hangs a tale,” whieh: tale my memory 
does not tell me is printed, if it is (and very pro- 
bably it is) and out of place, it is To like my irre- 
gular ſelf I can only aſk pardon ;: but if not, it 


becomes really neceſſary to beg the favour to re- 


collect how ill poor Patrick was received at Vork, 
never to be repeated; and his ill fame there, oc- 
caſioned the ſame contempt to attend his ſteps. 
wherever he went, and even the approbation of 
| London, Liverpool, &c. would not avail as any 


1 Wandering Patentee, vol. 1. page 242 | 
+ Ibid, vol. III. pages 3 25, and 26. 
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faggot to his: credit in Nn When . 
thought occurred to me of preſenting the public 
with “ General Wolfe,” I- determined. nothing 
ſhould be wanting tõ make that ſpeQacle. worthy - 
good greeting and reward; but. as I have one 
good grace to boaſt of as manager, that of not 
permitting thoſe truly diſgraceful things termed 
 interludes, 1 judged . General Wolfe? (done as 
ſuch in London) would only form one act, and 
thereby my friends would have too little, not 
enough for their money; it immediately occurred 
to me, that .* Patrick in Pruſſia,” by conveying 
him from Ireland, on board a ſhip. to Quebec, to 
fight under our brave Gen. Wolfe, and e 
Luke to follow, would form an excellent firſt act, 
could be eaſily connected, and would make a come 
plete entertainment. I tried the effect, entitled 
the piece © Darby in. America,” with“ the Death 
of General Wolfe: The ſucceſs was aſtoniſhing; 
and, with a few exceptions only, ſuch as © The 
Poor Soldier, © The Farmer, &c. I do not re- 
member any piece being acted with more hearty - 
applauſe than Darby, when in America inſtead of 
Pruſſia. It was excellently. performed: Mr. 
Cherry was uncommonly happy in por Darby; 
whom he reſtored to life on the Vork ſtage. Mr. 
Penfon and Miſs Reynolds had an equal we 
MW in Father. es and the e 
| 5 D on 


— 
2 at 83 * 
— , : ARE 70 ; 8 CS is . i > ie - I 
2 ME, Eo IE, bd 8 7 4 2 8 RA rg * — * n — — 
* 8 oo = 5 — 3 * n o eto > err be 7 2 — re * 
1 E 0 * — yy — x N — 8 - 7 — 1 * 
les: "+ - ” w—_ 8 8 1 r 5 : \ branes r r P 
ah ts * 3 2 7 N = 5 8 (>> —— a th 
es HIT NEB IE A Ir er bs a or T_T 4, — = 
a= | = g 8 oY l 2 .* = ot l : 
\ E A = * ay ay rs 7 . B 5 > ONE: 1 1 = 
8 2 — Tl —— PPS 0-4. 4. =_—_ 2 0 Lald- — 4 = &4 — "0 — * — = 


ITED ERAS 4 
ME MER 
— As * 2 3 8 
ele TI D 
wo HP © os =» *. - 
=_ —_-_ r_ „ K = \ 
—ͤ—g—U—U—̃ werent nn 3 


— 


wm WANDERING rATEN TRE. 


It is certain that the neglect and departure on 
Te firſt night's repreſentation, 1786, had left ſo 
L little impreſſion on the memory, that I verily be- 
* heve, by the turn of approbation it was favoured 
with, it did not oceur to any ſingle auditor as the 
fame repreſentation ſix years prior to that of 
1792. It did more than pleaſe. me by the ap- 
plauſe; for it not only then, but ever ſince has 
been well received, and brought a great deal of 
money, which is the teſt that pleaſes me beſt; 
Indeed, were I to enumerate the number of nights 
ſince its firſt repreſentation 7 Drury-Lane a-la- 


mode for my cireuit, the number would appear 


very creditable, though at preſent Darby is on his 
laſt legs: A ſtrong proof, however, that audiences 
ſometimes condemn too haſtily, and do not N 
know their own minds. | . 
I muſt here obſerve, that internes, at beſt; 
rr certain ill conſequences, as the theatre is 
thereby kept open too late at night, which is not 
only unhealthy, but is unavoidably productive of 
numerous inconveniences. Where-T have men- 
tioned juſt now. Drury-Lane. a- la- mode, it is hint» 
ing at the new-fangled manner of: advertiſing 
ce The. Jew,” Lodoiſka, &c. at the New Drury- 
Lane at the time I am ſeribbling theſe lines, Oc- 
tober 1794. Now I ſhould like, for the ſake of 


5 curioſity, when “ The Beggar's Opera“ is acted 


| 8 at either « or r both the e to ſee at t the | 


- 


1 * 
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top of the bill what number of nights Mr. Gay's 8 


_ faid fatirical and witty production has been. ated; 
I believe it would on {ſcrutiny be proved to have 1 
been performed more frequently than any piece | 


whatever from the days of Shakeſpear. ; 
In making the obſervation, I do not mean to 


cenſure, and for this reaſon, I am ſure Mr. Kem- 


ble is not only a more nice and a more accurate 


judge than I am, and would nat do it, I am well 


convinced, without firſt conſulting bis good un- 
| cerfianing, that it was. right; but cùſtom will | 


have its prejudices:. And I confeſs at reading t the 


bills in September, it ſeemed ſtrange to obſerve 
the 20th or- 1th night of a piece, the firſt week. 


in the ſeaſon, though I am convinced it means 


merely the number. of nights from the pieces 


being firſt produced; for which reaſon I wiſh the 


books were ſearched from the time of Lincoln's Sow 
Inn Fields theatre, where it was. firſt produced, 57 
alſo of both the theatres to the preſent date 1794, 
to have the exact account, (I do not mean receipts). | 
to ſatisfy myſelf whether. I am right or wrong as 
to its bearing the bell over every other play; and 
Tam inclined to believe, on a Wager, 1 e not 


be the loſer. ; 


We all. came a8 aſa] to the city of Tork z 5 ot T 
opened the theatre there on "Thurſday, February : 
75, 1793s but: cannot boaſt of a crowded houſe 
that nishtz nor for many to come. The the catre | 
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Was v very ſmart that year 1793, and is, I hope, | 


ſtill more worthy attention. My dear Mrs. Inch-. 
| bald's comedy of * Every One has his Fault” was 


performed, and for her credit, (and my own). 


better than any play that year, and was acted re- 


peatedly at York and every other town, with not 


_only approbation DRE ated applauſe, wy to 
full houſes. 


'The aſſizes 1793, were coppartes by H. R. "ES | 


| mont, Eſq. as the High Sheriff, and more than 
uſually productive, which made ſome amends for, 
the toil and trouble of the ſeaſon, The company. 
continuing much the ſame, except the unexpected. 
and pleaſing novelty of Mrs. Mountain for a few 
nights; but an unlucky trip it proved for her at 


that time, as on Sunday, May 12, previous to 
her benefit on Tueſday the 14th, ſhe had a dan- 


gerous fall from a horſe and. broke her arm, which. 


of courſe hurt her. receipt at the theatre, and was. 


an injury to her health, pocket, and fame. 


We cloſed on Wedneſday, May. 18, with A: 
© Benefit for the widows and children of ſeamen. | 


ec and ſoldiers who may be killed in his Majeſty's 
& fervice during the preſent war, but the full: 
1 did not exceed 2/71. 178. Gd. 5 

- We entrenched ourſelves, and opened our "oY 
{tes on the town of Leeds, May the 2oth, and 


| with tolerable ſucceſs ; indeed ſo: much ſo, that 


* pat 8 for about four weeks 


0 . IIS + ace 
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fertig to augur ſucceſs, — but, like her cam - 
paigns, though we truly endeavoured to deſerve, 
we could not command; the effects of the war 
too viſibly hurt the pockets of the lower and mid- 
dling claſs, who when in good humour beſtow 
their mite ſome times with more cheerfulneſs than. 
thoſe of higher degree. The .conſequence was, 
like that of a camp diſeaſe, we ſickened, pined, 
did not die it is true, but hung our heads, and 
looked as grim and eager for better days as Shake-. 


ſpear s blackſmith with his hammer lifted up, 


and ſwallowing. a tailor's news: but we, how: 
ever, perſevered, toiled, and growled, Winning . 
for ſunſhine, till July 31, when receiving a good 
cheer, and the friendly wiſhes of the x 


lic for Mr. Cummins's benefit, we took. a few. 


breezes of country air at Pontefract, which did 

more prejudice than ſervice, for it ſharpened all. 
our ſtomachs, but. I: could not compaſs the caſh. 

to afford the goings out, ſo as to allow the appe- 

tite good comings in: Indeed I, can truly ſay. I 


was conſiderably a. loſer, but being ſummoned 
by the papers with the agreeable intelligence of 
York races, without bidding, I was ready with all 
my forces to attend the tournaments on Knaveſ- 


mire (the race- ground); and our royal theatre 
that race- week, Monday Auguſt 19, 1793, was 
ſucceſsful without the aid of auxiliaries or pay 

ing ſubſidies: for the aſſiſtance of his Ma 
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T1 royal ont guards of. Drury-Lane and Covents 

- Garden. By the help of much novelty of new 
pieces, and the company being true and ſteady, 

without any material change for two years, we 
- marched. on .with. ſucceſs. and made at laſt an 
| n e retreat, without being haraſſed. 


I have ſeldom known the theatre 3 4 


ported: Earl Fitzwilliam honoured me with 
his patronage on the wanars in that. week, 


Auguſt 22. 


l Priſoner,” ick new: jr SaaS 10 The 


Prize,” « How to Grow Rich,” &c. were all 


time; on that evening. 


I cannot ſay that-I-was: 1 e is : 
e week at York; as I met with ſeveral re- 
monſtrances from thoſe who texmed themſelves my 
beſt wiſliers, and others from natural inveteracy: 
for there are many who attend the theatre in and 
| -out of London who cannot be ſo truly vexed "1 
to be really pleaſed, it: is a delicious: pleaſure 


produced for the firſt time that race- week; and 
on the Monday, Auguſt 26, we finiſhed till the 
winter, and honourably proceeded to Leeds, 
though I hoiſted up Falſe Colours for the firſt time 
that Monday at Vork, and not without a Priae 
as the farce ſo called was Ae . the ene 


— 


which they. ſeldom allow . themſelves; - and is 


brought on them ſo perforce, that I envy the gor- 


geous meal when: they do allow theaaflees'; to. 


reliſh; good nature ; 4 like a miſer's feaſt, it comes : 


but as a wonder, and the variety. mult for one 


hour in the year be an uncommon luxury. But 


the miſdemeanor. was from a few (very few} 
York people, who grumbled at the price of four 


ſhillings to the boxes without London performers. 
But the York audience, taken ina general view, 

| (with very few exceptions) do not viſit the theatre. 
twice that week; ſo the tax per head was . cer- 


tainly trifling, and. fell chiefly.on the-ſtrangers, 


and was no more than has been. for: ſome years, 


and is now only four ſhillings, and when Mrs. 


Siddons played the boxes were five ſhillings, alſo 
the year when Miſs Farren acted, when his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales honoured York in 
Auguſt 1789. And the York auditors ſhould ob- 


ſerve that the inhabitants are not very tender as 


to their own charges for lodgings in a race and 


an aſſize week, for- which at other times they 


will be glad to let their tenements at very rea- 


ſonable rates indeed: and I heartily with for 
their ſakes they were always diſpoſed to advantage 
every part of the year. But it ſhould be con- 
ſidered, that if not: London performers the race- n 
week 1793, the new pieces coſt me a conſiderable 
ſum, and alfo feel for me as. manager, that the 
public weeks are thoſe only by which I can e- 
tricate myſelf with credit and honeſty for the 
honour of the public and myſelf. At London, 
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the prices at both the winter theatres are fi ſhil- 
lings to the boxes; at Bath, under Mr. Palmer's 

management, five ſhillings; now at Bath, Briſtol, 

Liverpool, and even little Windſor, the common 
prices are; boxes four ſhillings. Beſides, at Lork, 
my winter tradeſmen's bills are dependent for. 
payments ariſing from the profits of the aſſizes and 


races yearly at that city. And London performers 
of high diſtinguiſhed merit are not to be com- 


manded or had by ſupplication or application at 5 


Vork, unleſs leiſure and opportunity ſerves for 
the frolic of a few nights, and their expectations 


and demands too often make it e e to 


comply if they are diſengaged. 
It is, I do aver as a fact, that many of the firſt. 
reſpectable gentlemen have urged me repeatedly . 


not to take half-price in the public weeks, as the 
dining late on ſuch occaſions makes it very diſ- 


agreeable after the third act: The alteration 


would be more agreeable, as being leſs inconveni- 
ent, and all the beſt ſeats not occupied, becauſe 


they are not at the theatre before the third act. 


Of that matter I leave the public to judge, and as 


I obſerved, could only with propriety be done by 


an open requeſt from the gentlemen at large, and 
then could not be adopted as e own (cl-avari-. 5 


cious opinion. 


Theſe little Edele of hiſtory: are entertain- - 
ing, and may be uſeful to a York manager and 


5 


4 theatrical auditor ſome few years hence, when 


of courſe new modes and-faſhions will be adopted 
on and off the ſtage; and by compariſon the then 
examiner will be able to judge how the theatri- 
cal market has improved or fallen off, how better 


conducted, exalted, or depreſſed, or exclaim at 
the falling off; which I pray may not be the caſe : 


for the ſake of public taſte and 19 5 preſervation 
of my family. 


We halted for three lay nights; kegaft 28, 30, 


and September 2, at Leeds on our way as we 


proceeded to Wakefield, the receipts: but indif- 
ferent, but as the times were not then very 
flouriſhing at that truly reſpectable commercial 


town, I had no reaſon to complain. I was well 


received and honoured with applauſe there in 


Wolſey and perticularly ſo in Shylock. a 
We opened at Wakefield, Wedneſday Sep- 


tember 4, 1793, once more with a benefit for Mr, : 
Linnecarz a genteel audience, but not by any 
means ſo numerous as the two preceding ones, 


17091 and 1792. The week following was the 
race-week,. when my. good friends and patrons, 
the. followers of my tabernacle, fet off with their 


uſual velocity every night; William Sotheron and 


Thomas Beaumont, Eſqrs. were . Stewards, and 


the ball might be truly ſaid to have been kept 
up without one miſs of the theatrical Dey 


THE WANDERING PATENTER.. 9 


— 


wenn © WANDERING: PATENTEE, . | 


from the e, up to the letting. down of the 


curtain. 1 . : 
I dread arriving. at the year 1794, to- mention 
the death of the race-horſes, - I mean: dead to me 
not their owners; for at Wakefield it. is announ- 
ced the year I am ſpeaking. of, that the race- 
| ground is to be employed for uſes of more utility | 
to individuals; whether for the good of charity 
and pro bono publigo, 1. will not pretend to ſing, 
ſay, or prophecy z, but the curtailment of that ſaid 
allotment of ground reſembles and makes me feel, 
the force of the great truth in Shylock's imagi- 
nary remark, «© You take my life when you take. 

e my means to live.“ But the ſubject. is melan- 

„ choly, dull, and neither i improving nor entertain- 

5 ing; and it is weak in the extreme to ſuffer our 
minds to be fatigued with fancied ills : for though- 
the danger may not be out of. ſight, there is no 
reaſon man or woman ſhould cry out before hurt, 
unleſs by ſuch artifice and policy the danger could 
be-to a certainty averted. 80 adieu to that plea- 
ſant ſeaſon. at? Wakefield; September 23, 1793. 

and fly on to Doncaſter. (for there is not time for 
reſting) on Tueſday September 24, where as 
uſual there was an elegant and numerous reſort 
of faſhion and company. x Wilſon, Efq. was. 

| | | Steward; 3 1 ſay Steward, for if 1 recollect right, 
de other appointed gentleman we had not the 
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fonour of ſeeing from indiſpeſition, which was a 


loſs to me and his truly reſpectable friends. 
Doncaſter ſeaſon, after the races, did not 
touriſh, but hobbled through, and that, like a 


gouty man, is doing tolerably well as can be ex- : 
pected, if he recollects It is well it's no worſe,” 
and that: he . able to 1180 on e confine- . 


ment. 


one to the beſt pantomime I can give at any ex- 
pence. I ſnhould not have troubled my fellow 


traveller with mentioning ſo trifling a eircum- 


ſtance, but that it leads on to Hull, 1793-4. 


At Doncaſter, 1793 „1 received a paltry ano 
mous. letter (which is never: friendly). which 1 


intended here-to-have. publiſhed” but it is miſlaid, 


and ag- well where it is, for it was truly con- 
temptible: : it conſiſted of a lady's being in a vio- 


lent rage on ſceing the performance of Valen- 


ciennes —0 no, here it is! Thave this moment - 
ſtumbled on it, and it is rather neceſſary as it leads 


to ſomething of the kind more pointed. in 1 9 
nd 1 Velen I e that author. 1 
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During the abend e 1 gebs in a 
licht manner, The Surrender of Valenciennes; 

for my towns are ſoon ſatisfied; and to their cre- 
dit, a good ſterling farce ſeryes me ſix times to 
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TO MR WILKINSON* © 

| 1 NE COMEDYEAN DONCASTER+ 

cc 81 R 1 

Hearing a gun deat of: Peak of the . 
e « Valenciennes IL went to ſee it Laſt Night it 
«put me in-mind of the fable of the Statuea of 
© a Man with a Lion under his feet I think if one 
: © had been preaſent at the ingagment our Brave 
„ Gallent Neighbours” wod not have been the 
Pittifull beings chey was repreſented * f 
« gir youre dente friend to the n 


we conclude on Saturday; ber 25 1 
The Force of Love,” on which we dropped the- 
curtain, (but not of gauze) and. ſet off in gloomy. 
November for Hull, where I am ſorry to relate 
the viſages of many faid their pockets were de- 
ranged, and their perſons walked a gloomy reel. 
It! is moſt certain the receipts were very bad; and 
it is not ſtredching upon truth or probability, that 
when war touches the pockers of a commercial 
town, the inhabitants ſooner feel their ardour 

checked for diverſions than more thoughtleſs 

people; and indeed it is not to he wondered at, 
and is readily and as eaſily accounted; for: The 

man of independent fortune, when he pays his 
taxes or ſubſcribes, then he hopes and thinks there 
is an end of the matter; if he makes no kind of 
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erence he does not feel it materially, and 
if his prudence and ri igid œcoHOmy, without mean 
neſs, makes him give a pull up to his career, he 
may be a gainer in the year. Nov it is not ſo in 
trade; for though, God be thanked, we have : 
many Noble Britiſh merchants, yet it is the nu- 
merous ſet of adventurers in trade, who honour- 
ably wiſh to get forward in life, that muſt em- 
ploy the numerous induſtrious bees, that ſo hardly 
toil to provide honey, &c. for the conſumers. 
Now, where half a fortune is dependent, perhaps 
on one or two ſhips, notwithſtanding inſurance 
and every prudent precaution, yet ſo material a 
loſs to a few individuals, not only throws a damp 
on their own ſpirits, families, and relatives, but 
ſpreads. like a bad atmoſphere and unhinges the 
whole: For in ſuch caſes. the rich feel the direful 
effects of the influenza, and it faſhionably goes 
all around till every houſe has the hippiſh viſitant, 
and is, I believe, the natural inhabitant of the 
Engliſh in general, but not fo with the happy 
Frenchman or Frenchwoman; for gaiety ther, 
either affect, or have it naturally as a conſtant 
companion; and if the town is taken to-day, yet 
if after dinner eighteen-pence can be muſtered, 
why the play and the dance is as neceſſary as their 
ſupper, and all cares are forgotten. 1 fear I can 
not {ay iſo for all the emigrants when a town has 
been taken, for ſurely they neither thought of 
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play or dance; or even ſupper,—a cruſt and water, 1 
with a whole ſkin has been a. luxury they dared, 
not aſpire to. I mean net to touch on What is 
dodut of my province, politics; but pity ſuddenly 
made the idea ruſh on my mind, and I ſet it 
down, hoping and praying, when this is publiſhed, 
that peace, order, and good will may be flouriſh. M 
Ang on the face of the earth, to the end our 5 
of all our lives, but that of the world. 5 f 
In conſequence however of the. . of war, 1 
ita thank God, diſtant from' home, yet 1 
could not get the Hull ſeaſon.to ſmile, until Mr. t 
John Kemble's aſſiſtance came powerfully to my 1 
aid, December 10. Nor would that lucky event : 
have taken place but from the great delay in the 
New Drury-Lane theatre not opening as was ex- 
pected, which gave Mr. Kemble, Mr. King, Mr. \ 
A 
0; 
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Kelly, Mrs. Crouch, and others an opportunity 
of Jevying contributions on his Majeſty's lawful 
ſubjects in Great Britain and Ireland. Mr. John in 
Kemble. had to aid his power over the Hull au- po 
dience, not only his majeſterial authority as direc- MM © 
tor of Drury-Lane, but had not viſited that good 
town from the year 1780, the time he was /- 
duced by Mr. Hitchcock to.. Ireland, where he 
took root, and was: tranſplanted to London; 1 
hope long to flouriſh- before the cruel deathlike 
ſpider comes and ſeizes him as its prey, 1 par- 
ticularly wiſh him all g ood things, becauſe he was 
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taken truly as Aa | choice root from r! botanical 


garden K 


Mr. ebe on 4 Decenliier 10, LI, 13, 29, 18, ; 
and 20, 1793, acted Octavian, Othello, Hamlet, 


Henry V. Octavian repeated, and cloſed with 


Richard. 'He performed each night to a gen- 

teel audience, and in general to crowded houſes, 5 
which made us look in good humour. Mr. Kem- 
ble was not, I am certain, more ſatisfied than 


myſelf, if he was I am till better pleaſed for 
certainly nothing in life can be more highly gra- 


tifying than when two parties, high or low in 


life, are contented and convinced of mutual good 


will; it, T may ſay, almoſt doubles the advantage. 


I cannot omit mentioning that the farce. on 


Mr. Kemble's night, was “ The Children in the 


Wood,” as it gave an opportunity to introduce 


a young boy of Mr. and Mrs. "Brown's, a child 
of fix years old, who, in point of action, mean- 


ing, ſpirit, and nature, was, I think, at leaſt 


equal to the beſt juvenile performance I ever ſaw. 
I have forgot in the ſeaſons of Doncaſter and L 
Hull, r793, to have related the following inci- 


dents, but as the. one partly concerns the other, I 
will, like the cart before the horſe, relate at the 
laſt - what ſhould have been firſt ; which is, that 


before our departure from Doncaſter, 1793, 2 


gentleman of fortune, and of ſtrong abilities, un- 


dertool to ad 6c __— in the Bullruſhes" and 
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5 4 Di in the Lions“ Den, IT and i inſo perfect a 
manner, for the ſtage as to pleaſe the moſt devout 


ear, and indeed impoſſible to offend the anal; a 


as improper for the ſtage. 
When I propoſed acting thoſe pieces at Pon. 
caſter, I wrote word as to the ni ight, and received 


the following opinion from the Sentleman Who 


favoured me with the alterations. 


70 TATE WILKINSON, Ela. | 
IE SIR, „ Wie ron, A, 6. 1793. 
c Both myſelf and family, Ti imagine, will be 
te at a diſtance from this Ee nana at the 
40 time of Doncaſter races, „%%% 
c fear neither the time nor N oi Br 
6 15 to the exhibition. you propoſe; 15 indeed 
e on a general reference to the faſhionable pur- 
« ſuits prevailing. at preſent, there ſeems good 
= reaſon. to conclude, chat lacred dramas are 
_- only likely to. ſucceed when. Foa © ones are 
ce not to be had. SH 


SN However, you] have; my fincere wiſhes for the 


Ta. . of your theatre. To >} 
7 8 | = ok | 0 "A am, Sir, 8 5 85 . Es - 
. N Tour obedient en, 


85 . h * 


- « There would have? | 
4 relations at Doncaſter: races, W hic 8 
4 e Gesche of one of them.” 


* Tow wrote by 1227 Hannan Mons. 
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tre, or on ſuch ſubjects; but the performing ſuch 


3 18 ophnten Et thode pieces had alſo 5 
approbation of two gentlemen-preachers at 
Less hefe time is never occupied in the thea- 


as did net ſtrike their minds with the impiety 1 5 
of ſuch a horrid exhibition, but the contrary, as 
o can be proved by the following ſhort extract from 


— 


an epiſtle more extenſive. But good manners 


in reſpect to myſelf, does not entitle me to print 5 
more from the letter, dictated by almoſc ſtrangers, 
3 and would be a breach of that delicacy I think 
Ye 23 
55 neceflary to preſerve, though ſelf-approbation 
8 would be tickled and pleaſed with the publication 


1 of the \ whole of their e — 1 


ed IP 3 50 

6 «TATE W | * NSON, =." 

ar- 

od « « DIRECTOR or THE THEATRE, PONTEERAGT, f 
5 « DEAR SIR, )J 
are 


« when we reflect on our not having had the 


. ever eſteem an Honour to enjoy. 


our -© Vou can only be rewarded by ie Geeks, of 
ated Ml © the 8 whoſe propitious eye is ever ob- 


va 8055 n oO action we are  engiged | 


% We cannot find dats 10 apt Tulle 


0 gratitude: for your very kind and generous offer 5 
« towards the aſſiſtance of erecting the intended 


New Zion Chapel in this town, particularly 


(00 pleaſure of your acquaintance, which we ſhould. = 
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| Ever than in that of Daniel. 


e are about to ſupercede Shakeſpear and Morton, 
4e with all; their rant and rappum to boot. This 


„ Moſes in the Bulruſhes and Daniel in the Den 


t in this life, and who always conſiders the good 
4 done to his cauſe and intereft as done to himſelf. 
6 Preſenting our unlimited reſpects, with the 
.«c — gratitude for your fayours, permit us 
c the honour, dear Sir, to Fats wee ee 8 
Lour very humble and 1 
| * Obedient 1 3 
e :- and M. W. n. 
0 1285 Auguſt r6, 1793." 
« P. 8. We ſhall eſteem che The of your 


-< company an honour done us, when Providence 
ce brings you ain to Leeds.” „ 


— 


It is here en to berge, chat thoſe "q 


Pere acted at Doncaſter to a genteel audience, on 


Saturday, October 12, 1793, with credit and ap- 
plauſe; and Mr. Cummins never appeared per- 
_ ſonally to more advantage in any character what- 


To prove. contradictory, j judgments 15 . follow- | 
ing extract appeared in the print of « The World,“ : 


dated October 11, 132 
c“ At Doncaſter, Miſs More 8 "We . 


« gr your Hamlets, Romeos, and Columbuſſes 


46 pious purpoſe is recommended by a clergyman. 


4 Are the fl ſubjeQs, l with the n 


iP 
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of Roſina; which, it is allowed, by no means 


« degrades what it accompanies, ſince the book 
cc of Ruth furniſhed the ſubject. So much for 


cc appolite morality, and: ATOM recommenda- 


ce e we 
The writer of. che above was . wrong a as 


to the orthodox recommendation, as the altera- 
tions were by an independent gentleman of con- 


ſiderable property, i in the eee of Don- 
caſter. 


My. paragraph al at- Hull x ran u thug. Sy . n 
© The Rev. Mr. Milner, of Hull, having e 
cc years ſince recommended the play of St. Igna- 


= tius, Mr. Wilkinſon, with infinite labour, made 


cc that performance fit for ſtage-repreſentation, 
e and had it acted at the Theatre-Royal, Hull, 
on December 29, 1781, when it was well re- 
tt ceived by a genteel audience. Since that time 
'« Miſs Hannah More, a lady of eſtabliſhed repu= 


9 tation, and author of Percy and other dramatic | 
ce pieces, has lately favoured the admirers of lite- 


ce rature with a publication of Sacred Dramas. 
The peruſal gave Mr. Wilkinſon ſuch ſatisfac- | 
* * that he immediately determined on pre- 
« paring and altering Daniel in the Lions Den, 
e and Moſes in the Bulruſhes for a ſtage perform- 
«ance, but was luckily prevented from that taſk 


= by a gentleman of diſtinguiſhed fortune, cha- 


« raQer, and taſte, reſident in this county. —In 


— „7677S ͤ ALL GAA IVY xe ABEL GONNA Vai a gn 1 A Ee mv ns - 
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| « that altered ſtate, Mr. Wilkinſon has put them 
e into preparation at the theatre, and on Wedneſ- 
.« day, November 20, will reſpectfully prefent 
-<-thoſc elegant written pieces to the judgment of 
cc the public; hoping the novelty, added to the 
* intrinſic merit of the writer, will give pleaſure 
ct and ſatisfaction to the audience, AND BER A 
c TREAT TO THOSE*WHO DO NOT. CONSTANTLY 
et FREOGENT THE PLAYHOUSE.” . 

The conſequence was not the lamb, but bie 0 
wolf ſhewing his head with devouring bear-like 
teeth; and it is truly ridiculous, and excites my 
| Net at this moment, to evidently prove, that 
the dramatic writers, as well as divines, were 

equally afraid of too much morality on the ſtage 
infringing the ITE of the one, or the. other fo 
oppoſite. Not but the old and preſent” times have 
often proved a ſtrange coalition of different ſeQs, 
like parties, which may join Hharmoniouſly, for 
convenient purpoſes, 2s Cloſe as wax, and then 
| again Ii like wax diſſolve when their different inten- 
tions are anſwered. For ſoon after opening the 
Full theatre, in November, 1793, I propoſed by ” 
advertiſement to have acted Miſs Hannah More s 
a Dramas, when, as if T had been wiſhing daringly. 
to joke with, ſacred religion, 1 was barked at and 
torn to pieces by almoſt every 5 8 260 of church 
and ſect at Hull. 85 


nn ux WANDERING. PATENTEE. On 
Tam add of my fellow traveller (or reader) 


being tired of ſuch. company, but this was ſo very | 
extraordinary an intended havock it muſt not be Ut | 
omitted but related, and all in fact, not as being li 
\afraid. of immorality, but jealous becauſe they 14 
Were ſuſpieious of my infringement on morality, ii 
- wiſhing it to appear they had it a// t themſelves ; * 1 
alſo ſecretly judging, (as Shakſpeare ſays,) that | 
they could lead their congregations at Hull as 1 

eaſily by the noſe as aſſes are led. I ſpeak this as "i | 
my fuppoſed opinion, or they would not have dared - WW 

; at ſo libellous, ſo diſhoneſt, ſo urimanly, ſo very 1 

| illiberal an attack, for ſuch it certainly Was; it ] it il 

; might be really termed a convention of enemies ö 4A 

againſt my profit and repoſe, like the witches! in 1 9 

„ Macbeth invoking. miſchief, „ i 

a ä Bubble, bubble, toil and labs... 5 

: Ho 70 38 Fire bark? and eauldron bubble. MS 

1 15 0 ſhort I was aſſailed on all des by 

: Black ſpirits and a 

7 Red . and grey; : 

7 a6 . A” the tabernacle, ww even Aa dit. 

5 ſenting preacher, was inflamed and lighted his 

S torch of fury ind. diſcord to deſtroy my temple, ' 

5 | though fupported by. my king, and ſanctioned by 


the moſt eſtabliſhed law. The line that alarmed : 


them was inviting ſuch as did not Frequenth. at- 
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tend the theatre, (as in paragraph)—and as the 


pieces were ſtrictly moral; and Daniel allowed 


&s fabulous, and uniformly adapted to the ſtage, 
it could not be vice garbed i in falſe clothing: No 


the repreſentation would have proved the con-. 


trary, as plain as theſe lines: from a play, and. 


would be an x excellent text for a ſermon: | 


e Pleaſure 5 charms; woe e 8 „ 
One ſkims the ſarface, like the ſwallow's wings. 


e And ſcuds away unnotic'd. T'other. a EO 


Like ſpotleſs. ſwans, in. ſolemn majeſty,. 
« ** Breaſts the full forge, and leaves long light vebind, * 


i has been abc even by the Rev. Mr. Mit. 
ner- that there are to be found in Ignatius and 


Tome dramatic pieces, noble and excellent ſenti- 
ments: Then. why not to: be acted in a play-- 


houſe? If it be really innocent td write or read: 


a dramatic work, wherein can the crime conſiſt 


of ſeeing it acted on the ſtage & Perhaps if the 


| | merits and demerits. were to/ be ſtrictly and im 


partially examined as to thoſe who bawl, cant, 
preach, and hypocritically condemn the theatre, 
the beſt part of ſuch defamers wilt be found to 
be either arrant ignorant bigots, armed with zeal 
only for the deſtruction of taſte; or obſcure ma- 
lignants, determined on wilful miſtepreſentation. 
If Mr. Dykes and Mr. Garwood have inveighed: 
againſt the ſtage, yet truth will prevail, and. 
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Shakeſpear and the ſtage will outlaſt the ſtrongeſt 95 
brafſy monuments, while the fame of ſuch invi- 
dious enemies (like my unimportant ſelf) ſhall 


melt and be forgotten like January's ſnow or 


Ruſhan ice when it is thawed by the heat of 


the ſun in the eongenial warmth: of May. The 
moſt prudent men are often guilty of the moſt 
capital errors, and the devouteſt may flip from 
the paths; and through all degrees of human in- 
vention there runs a ſtrain of imperfection. Why / 


then the ſtage ſo virulently ſtigmatiſed? 
| Archdeacon Paley in his © View-of the Kri- 


* 5 


dences of Chriſtianity” (ſpeaking of the French 


nation) makes the following remark :- That 
© amongſt the awful leſſons, which the crimes 


and the miſeries that country afford to man- 


« kind; this is one, that; in order to be a perſe- 
e cutor, it is not neceffary:to bela bigot; that in 


c rage and cruelty, in miſchief and Wi ute : : 
e fanaticiſm itſelf can be outdone by infidelity.” 


may venture to affirm therefore from that de 
divine, (whoſe judgment is in univerſal eſteem). 


that he never did or will preach. a ſermon ſo void 


of charity, or ſo unlike a gentleman as choſe 


preached at Hull, November 1793. 
Brutus, the virtuous, the moral Brutus, thought 


* time not miſemployed i in a journey from Rome 1 
to Naples, only to ſee an excellent troop of co—- 


medians; 1 and Was 0 1 with their perform 
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_ he- ſent them to Rome, with 3 of | 
recommendation to Cicero, to take them under 


his patronage : This too was at a time when the 


city was under no ſmall confuſion: from the mur- 
der of Cæſar; yet, amidſt the tumults of thoſe 
times, and the hurry of his own affairs, he 


thought the having a good company of actors of 
too much conſequence to the e to has ne- 
glefted, FS 0 os | 
And in ſuch eſtionaGon; was. Dakine hs her 
held by Cicero, that in pleading the-caufe of the 
poet Archias, he makes honourable mention of 
that player, and emphatically and affeCtionately 


ſays, Who of us was ſo brutiſh of temper, or 


& hard of heart, as not to feel the tendereſt emo- 

cc tions from the death of Roſcius > True—he 
& died old; but, methinks, for the excellence 
« and beauty of his art, he merited t to tro via 


cc from death.” 


- In the days of Auguſtus, 9 6 en- 


tertainments were the common public diverſions 
of the people through all the provinces of that 


ſpacious empire, had they been deemed immoral, 


could they have paſſed uncenſured by all our 
apoſtles, who at that time went forth by Divine 


command to convert all nations? No vice, no 
impiety eſeaped them; not only crying ſins pro- 


voked their cenſure, they even reproved the in- 


decencies of dreſs, and indelicacies of behaviour. 


. 
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In! many places they muſt certainly have met 
with many theatres; but we hear not of any one 
poet or actor who regeived ny reprints from 
them. 


* : *; 


Or would. St. 8 one ee the maſt 3 of. 
the apoſtles, have incorporated a noted ſaying of 


a heathen, poet into, the goſpel, (however moral 


the expreſſion might be) if plays had been deemed 
criminal, or had he thought ſuck: entertainments 
unworthy Chriſtian auditors? 

A further inſtance of his ele for G Asti 


poets we find in the 28th verſe of the 175th chap- 5 
ter of Acts: „ In him we live, and move, and 


«have our being, as certain of your own poets - 
| ce have ſaid, for we are alſo his offspring.”. 5 


Again, in his 1 2th verſe of the firſt chapter of 


his Epiſtle to Titus, he uſes the words of Epi- 


menides, the poet, when he ſays, One of them- - 


„ ſelves, even a prophet of THe: Ong; Fu. the 
«©. Cretans are always liars.” 


Thus, while the Apoſtle ſpeaks in ok wot of 
the poets, does. he. not. vindicate the.  uſctulneſs. 
and innocence of the drama 7 „ 

To come nearer our own times N not the 
truly pious and learned Archbiſhop Tillotſon, 


e framed. and governed by ſuch” rules, as not 


only to be innocently diverting, but inſtructive 


40 end uſeful, to put ſome follies and vices out oft 
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5c countenance, which cannot. perhaps: 1 fo de- 

60 cently reproved, nor ſo are expoſed-and : 
_ «corrected, any other way. e 
Nay, that inveterate enemy of the Ages Col. 

lier, allows, as an undeniable trutil, That the 
wit of man eannot invent any thing more con- 

4 ducive to virtue, and e of e than. 
r 8 

A learned n juſtly obſerres: $2 Ee 
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e 0 may aud wat: a ſermon flew... . 
Aud turn delight 1 into a ſacrifice,” 9 


And Why ſo virulent in the extreme Viele 
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f 1793, let abſurdity carry their ſpleen to ſuch a 


=_  - height, that if 1 were not to notice it, it would: 


- ne 
22 A 
oy — ea; 2 1 
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„ to a certainty make me appear puſillanimous, and 
che million would ſu N the W edicts. 


a play, when even the holy bible cannot be ſaid 
to be all chaſtely correct; ſo far from it, that. 
were a new edition propoſed, and the pruning. 
knife of the prieſt (like that of the prompter) 
ufed with judgment and dexterity, it would be 
doing an univerſal good: ſervice... But envy, I 
fear, has more to do with ſuch late doctrines, at 
Hull, than charity or good will. I ſhould not 
trouble my reader with a repetition of ſentiments, . 


- and impatience from the reader, and others with- 
| wiſer heads, but the bigots at Hull i in November 


-_ err Dr a 4, 


3 


were A 0 iſed by ſcriptural authority, when i it. 


zs truly their on divine ſentiments, miſcalled faith, 


I am certain not good works; and for. the credit 
of ſuch eloquenee, as orators, I wilb quote a few - 
inſtances of their own authorities againſt myſelf, 
though different opinions may argue that I might 
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be more genteel and manly if by a ſmile and ſi- 


lence I had let their proceedings paſs unnoticed. - 


But I could not reſiſt the impulſe, and therefore 


gentleman. of allowed talents and underſtanding} 
on Sunday, November 24, not only condemned 


me and all the theatrical troops of every denomi- - 


nation in every town; county, and kingdom, be- 


yond redemption, but forgot his ſituation ſo far 


© 


proceed to inform my reader, that. Mr. Dykes (a 


wot 


School for Scandal, and particularly. inveſtigated | 


the character of Joſeph Surface,_on which he 1 


was, pointedly ſevere: Which evidently proved, 


that the reverend gentleman -read- wicked plays, 


though. he did not go to ſee them. Mr. Dykes 


afferted that Joſeph Surface was the hero of that 
comedy; and admired by all the perſonages of 
the pea ; which was of dangerous immoral ten- 
dency, as it ſerved to. make vice and hypocriſy - 


appear 5 and very. improper to be repre- 
ſented. Now every. perſon who has ſeen that 


prpduction muſt recollect, that the faid Joſeph's 


character i 18 ſtrongly e in che frſt 20 
5 E 3 
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wy 806 perfe&tly depicted and underſtood by the au- 


. 


AVENTEE. 


dience, as intended by that excellent writer Mr. 


Sheridan, who means to expoſe in that drawing 


the double mixture of the love of detraction, aided 
by falſe appearances, between Joſeph Surface, 
Mr. Snake, and Lady Sneerwell; and aſſiſted by 
_ Hypoerify to cover villany and ingratitude; Mt 
theſe are fo fully explained, that Mr. Sheridan's 
nice piQturing, muſt ſet ſuch baſe prackices in * 
fulleſt view to the public, and though ſuffered to 
impoſe on the ideal charaQers of Sir Peter, Lady 
Teazle, Charles, and others, yet he, when de- 
tected, meets with that contempt and degradation 
he has juſtly incurred; and is meant as a leſſon, 
not only as a character ſpecibus and dangerouſly 
deſigning, but wiſhing to undermine the happi- 
nefs and content of others, whoſe principles were 


honourable, and the detection fit for the ſtage. 
The leſſon was alfo meant as a hint to play wri- 


ters, not to lard their comedy-converfations with 
too much cant of affected ſentiment, leaving all 
humour and ſtrong feature of the cheerful Thalia 
and Nature behind. For it ſurely is as neceſſary 
to be entertained and give the ſpirits a flip in a 
comedy, as it is likewiſe proper for ladies and 
gentlemen to forget the playhouſe: and be grace- 
fully grave and attentive to Mr. Dykes as a 
preacher, whoſe merits as a declaimer J am in- 


formed are very extenſive, perfuaßve, and plea- 


nn wp Pa wi taco ww 


— by 


IP. = GC AE CIC OB De 
1 * > we : * 3 Ko 


ERING PATENTEE.. 89 
* | ſing, when on PROPER SUBJECTS for the church 
1 ] and ſcripture. But hypocrites in the church are 
2 more dangerous than any” ſtage-drawn bad cha- 
4 racter on the ſtage, and (with few exceptions} 
„ they receive puniſhment at laſt on the ſtage. 
„ Mr. Dykes cenfuring Mr. Sheridan as an oe 
U thor, is of as little moment to that gentleman as 
ben the magpye turned a certain part againſt 
e the thunder. F have been aſſured, with the vio- 
0 lent epithets delivered at the new chapel at Hull, 
y that ſaid 24th November 1793, our conſtant 


e- friend Mr. Gar wood tickled all the players up 
n MW with a ſevere rod en that fame Sunday, and with 


n, a good ſwitching ſent us all men, women, and 
ly children, to take a peep below ſtairs, with as 
i- much alacrity as the French about the ſame time 
re judged and prejudged hundreds of culprits (as is 
c. related) without loſs of time or hinderance of 
r- buſinefs, and with their favourite guillotine ſet- 
th tled the condemned unfortunates with all neat 
all alacrity and well-finiſhed coup de grace. | 

lia There is only one line of Mr. 8 ſer- 
ry mon that pleaſed me, and that was where he - 
12 honoured me with the title of being the Arch Devil 


nd and the Great Seducer: It certainly was the higheſt 
compliment he could have paid me; ſo ſaid many; 
Indeed 1 have held myſelf as a greater perſonage 
ever ſince that conferred high and pompous title, 


and fo light and natural is CARO it has tua 


— 
— ——— ́—— — — — —ů—— — AL nm SHA —2—boL — — — 
F 029 THE DONT I OPER — — P 


90 THE 5 WANDERING: PATENTBS- | 
. my fancy, from that dax. to the prefers 4 


— : 
Such a ring ak chun abs a — 5 
of public worſhip, at that juncture, more than 8 
any other, proves indubitably that fanatic. policy # 

was greatly alarmed. and panic ſtruck, fearing WW - 


Moſes and the ſubmiſſive ſuffering. Daniel would 
55 55 converts from their chapels by viſiting the = 
_ devil's houſe l Nay they were ſo greedy, that they tl 
grudged even the poor innocent Roſina the glean- 1 
ings. They xequeſted- all perſons whatever not 4 
ta enter the playhouſe, as thoſe who did would. , 
thereby be in as certain a ſtate of damnation as 16 
all the profeſſors. of the ſtage:utidoubtedly: were. a0 
Our great maſter Jeſus Chriſt ever abounded with 10 
benevolence, gentleneſs, and. meekneſs without 
fury, with the rays. of the great Almighty. God 15 
diſpenſing his divine light on all around; he de- 
ſeended even to make children happy, and liked  W 
to have plenty for his gueſts, as is proved by 
the abundance of fragments which filled the empty th 
baſkets: -. That he approved of mirth, cheerful- . 
neſs, and conviviality, when. at a feaſt is clear, 10 

for when at the chriſtening where (we all under- 
ſtand) that great and Divine Being was preſent, 

he preferred wine to water, and judged it neceſ- 
ſary in moderation, when he changed that pure 
element to the juice of the grape. Plays at that 
time were in their full vigour as to oſtentation, 
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and every expence and e e were ate: 
hviſhed: on their theatres at Rome, Athens, and 
other cities: And ſurely had the Lord Jeſus looked 
on them as bad examples, he would have point- 
edly, and in-the-moſt direct wer, ng expreſ. : 
ſed his-diſappreb En 
There are, a Gebe ance prigir 
as welbas players in every country: for inſtance, 
the bad life of a number of the clergy in France, 
I fear-helped to bring a heavy ſtigma on the 
whole body; in: conſequence I ſuggeſt that many 
2 holy upright man (and men) bave been ſunk 
into impriſonment, poverty, and an ignominious 
death; yet the. popplace: approved, becauſe they 
are of ſo fluctuating a diſpoſition that a few years 
ago they would have kiſſed the rod they dreaded z 
but that power of prieſthood taken off, their prin- 
ciples changed, and they ſmiled at the ſufferings 
of thoſe who had not. long before been great, 
good, and. powertul.. 'The. ſcene. was changed, 


they: were. altered quite; and the million ſmiled 


and rejoiced like thoſe of ſavage race, when they 
beheld the men of God Ong 0 to the ee 
ful and uplifted * 5 


In our own country it is not a;ficulr to enu- 5 
merate or point out inſtances of improper charac- 


ters as miniſters of the goſpel, and that of men poſ- 


ſeſſed of great ability. The late Mr. Churchill's 
genms — comprehenfen was beyond com bare, 
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l as . as the force of human underſtanding I 
can be praiſe-worthy, he now muſt be held in 
public eſtimation as an honour to his country and 
mankind; but as a religious pious paſtor, it is to be 
lamented that his way of life was ſo perpetually 
diſſipated, that in that character he was a difgrace 
to his ſacred order. Had fate allotted him to any 
other ſituation in life, his follies would not have 
bden fo conſpicuous, as his generoſity and: great. 
good humour went hand in hand with his ſterling 
: wit and amazing capability. He fell a 215i im 
his folly in the prime of life. fot - 
Mr. Horne Tooke, I have ever wn led: to be 5 
heve, is a man of great ſenſibility. and under . 
flanding, but as a clergyman it certainly reads 
ſtrange for a witneſs, as on the late trial of Mr. 
Hardy at the Old Bailey for high treaſon, to ſay 
that at ſuch a meeting Mr. Tooke deſired them to 


obſerve that, at that time, he was not e, 5 


us i in his perfect ſenſes. 
Now as to the gentlemen who handled. me 65 ſe-.. 


: ey at Hull, Nov. 1793, I have a maſt reſpect- 
able opinion of their good characters as private | 
men, and wiſh for their own fakes they poſſeſſed . 
underſtanding equally With thoſe powerful geniuſ- 
ſes I have juſt mentioned; as, were that the caſe, 
their ideas would be more enlightened by the aid 
of liberal ſentiments, and they would become 
leſs ſevere: and more lenient. But as wy are 
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lowered: themſelves by an open and unprovok 
attack on my lawful livelihood, they funk their 
height to my level; and I do not think any 
one of my opponents are bleſſed, beyond my 
dear ſelf, with a grace, an air, and a mien 9 ä 
rior to my own propria perſona. 

As a leflon from their ſuperiors I act It - 
they will not loſe their time on this prophane 
work, they may be informed I was honoured: with 
the following from the moſt leading character 
the church, reſident at York, and take a hint from 
ſuch a revered character, whom with myſelf they 
muſt /ubmiſſively allow to be the truly religious and 

_ WH good. Why do not you, gentlemen, preach like — 

chat pions, worthy, and reſpectable gentleman, to 
whoſe family I am particularly indebted and 

5 obliged for their e ee rs Es 7 8 Ae 5 

5 Garwood. ob ErvVi ; | To | | 
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« „ _T ND er 24) 1771. 
«I received your letter, and you may de- 
e pend on my 2 a to the utmaſt 
« of my power. 
1 «© The expence which. you . 8 at bor 9 80 
te tain a patent for a theatre at York, and your 
(c endeayours to entertain the. company. there in 
| : © an elegant as well as a legal manner, entitle you 
” * to their encouragement, and ought to put a.itop 
* to every illegal law; method of encouraging the 
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1 diſſipation of the place, which you may be af. | 
6 « {ured, ſhall meet with no protection from. 


55 Sir, your humble ſervant, 


+ . 9 5 


Jam \ likewiſe 3 indebted yl ie © Cr of 


frequent encouragement and approbation from. 
the Archbiſhop-of. York's.family,. for. their pro- 
_ tection and fupport of the theatre; which inclines 
me to hint, that ſuch new modern pulpit enter - 
tainments might be termed a libel on the aid 
high perſonage,®heir maſter and director, equally. 


with:the dependent Wandering Patentee. 


I am here aſtoniſhed at my.own. want of grati- -] 
l tude and memory, that ſhould not have had firmly 
ſtamped on my mind net before te have recol - 


lected an inſtance of the greateſt honour to the 


drama, and alſo a gentleman in the higheſt de- 


partment to be ranked as a poet, who is, in that 
art, of a poliſhed and very expanſive underſtand- 
ing, one of” the greateſt ornaments of which 
the extenſive domains of Yorkſhire can pride it- 

ſelf, and which indeed the whole nation does 
moſt readily admit with ſelf-love and importance; 
the name is almoſt unneceſſary, as that of Masox, 

who not having any competitor as a writer, mult 


be readily acknowledged by all who profeſs any 


attachment to letters. Now, Mr. Milner, that 
faid Rev. Mr. Maſon added to his incomparable. 


THE WANDERING PATENTE 


— writings, has dignified; not diſgraced; his works, 
yy writing two plays; and that ſaid gentleman not 
only has altered and adapted' thofe pieces for the. | 

15 ſtage, but actually attended perſonally on a pro- 
bphane ſtage to ſee his own offspring Properly | 
taken care of, I mean the tragedy of © Carac- 
tacus,” and the dramatic poem of **Elfriday? both. 
acted at Covent-Garden theatre. And though in 
lis moral character for true piety he can only be 
equalled,. but never exceeded, - yet as one good 
nan (free from bigotry) can never diſlike another, 
ty ur. Maſon is not aſhamed to know: Mr. Hull 
(the actor) as an acquaintancez and as he does. 
not do any thing to be aſhamed of, I truſt he can- 
ly i nt be angry when F declare (and: thank him) that 
I have often ſeen him in the boxes at York theatre, 
and hope for that honeur and gratification again and 
le- again, and ſhall be additionally pleaſed if I ſee 
vt Mr. Milner, Mr. Dykes, Mr. Lambert, and the | 
charitable Mr. Garwood, i in the next box. | 
How far right or how far wrong F may be, as: 
to impartial thinking, is not for me to determine, 
but left to an abler head. Ariſtocrat or Democrat 
will ever argue like my opponents; I will be right 
and aſk and anſwer the queſtion. where they are 
ſelf-fecure from being defeated by an anſwer. 
But I think they will not allow but that the arch. 
deceiver can quote ſcripture. for his purpoſe z and. 
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| ſident's opinion, as given by his Lordſhip at the late 
trial of Mr. Hardy, at the Old Bailey, when he Obs | 
ſerved, “ That it had certainly been proved, by a 
et character was excellent and amiable z. but it was 
was the caſe with the enthuſtaſts of the laſt 


« century, who were mentioned on the Preced- 


e heen moral and religious men, but they were 
c likewife enthuſtaſts, and their: religion, might 
t have led them to acts of high treaſon. The 


© tendency.” 
_ congregations with ſo freely need not be pointed 
more extraordinary than the ſudden unexpected 


be a ſubject for fanatic preachers to prove to their 
credulous hearers, that it was the hand of the 


4 for his wicked courſes, becauſe he v was a Or 


ö 1 3 the Laid dvceiver a. nend: 
Fart Fo 


Of „ be e oinfore the 0 Pre- 


* crowd of witneſſes, that the priſoner as a mo- 
© ral, religious, and good man, and that his private 


« likewiſe evident that he was an enthuſiaſt, Such 


© ing day by the-- Solicitor, General. Thoſe 
© monarchy men, as they were called, might have 


« enthuſiaſm. of the priſoner might haue got the 
e better of his judgment, and E had ta: fame 


The groſs — thoſe 1 tandad their 


out. If a player were to drop down dead, why 


death of the moſt-upright? Yet that death would 


Almighty, and deſervedly provoked vengeance 


or „ Fic enthuſiaſtic ir 


* 


* N 2 ny : 
THE WAND. 


ith all God Almighty's intentions. 
When I read of a reſpectable Aifſenting Wi“ 
er's ſudden death in his pulpit, in the paper of 


he Oracle of Wedneſday December 25, 1993, 


truly lamented the loſs of fo good a man, not 


my for his fake, but that of mankind: The like 


ul ſtroke attended the Rev. Mr. Fairfax. 


['wo or three ſudden melancholy ſtrokes of that 


ind have occurred ſince that time, and par- 


icularly. to the good ſervants of God; hut ho- 


uly wicked ſhould I feel myſelf, to fay he or 
hey had incurred Heaven's wrath, becauſe they 
lid not go to plays, or for any other cauſe what- 
yer. No !-I doubt not but thoſe worthy men, 


o ſuddenly called to their accounts are happy 
n the world to come. I ſhudder at ſuch impiety, 
or certainly ſuch. preaching. deſerves no better | 


name, where damnation i is the favourite word. 


ut his ſermons, though in high eſteem, conſiſted 
df reaſon, inſtruction, elegant manner, and not 
lreſt up in horrors. to affright his hearers organs 
or their loſt Touls. Yet on the ſaid 24th or - 
| ovember, from which memorable day I cannot 
et let my account depart, however pulled by the 
leeve by my fellow-traveller, as I muſt recollect 


a 
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pired holy ones are n 5 
terfully, familiarly, and imtimately e 5 


My father was eſteemed a preacher of the. Art. 
eputation in London, as many can now atteſt; 
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that a Mr. Lambert, a gentleman. of the Fairek Ft 
character, whoſe difcourſes deſervedly clain i = 
the attention of his very reſpectable congrega. o. 
tion, over-ſtepped his uſual.bounds, and with in- g 
veterateinſinuations denounced the theatre, (where 
ſuch entertainments were permitted) not only 2 de 
a place wnfit for Chriſtians, but productive ofM ra 
Ai vine firokes, ſuch as the plague and famine; and, ri 
plainly told ſuch facts, as proved he was better ill 
acquainted with the Almighty's intentions than br 
his good hearers had any idea of: For be it ob- at 
ſerved, he had never talked in that extraordinary W. 
manner till that noted November 24s when the di. 
holy miniſters ſeemed to have all caught the or 
wrathful influenza. The truly reſpectable Mr 1. 
Lambert went ſo far out of his uſual path of an 
lenity, that he aſſerted plays were ſo truly offen- : 
five to the eye of God, that in the reign off ſtr 


Charles II. he related that at no period diſfipationM £1 
had reigned without A "bluſh to the alarming ſu 


open faſhion of a diſorderly laviſh court, and hat pr. 
Mr. Lambert attributed, in a great meaſure, to wðI 
the people's being ſo peculiarly attached in thoſe i an 
golden days {fo termed) to an inceſſant love and re: 
attachment to the play-houſe, which incurred co. 
deſervedly God's vengeance in ſo particular a man- ¶ we 
ner, to ſtrike terror as an example to the wicked, fin 


_ thata dreadful, an awful viſitation of the plagueMW an. 


came on the people, when hundreds upon hun- pal 


that 
5 t6 
hoſe 
and 
red 
nan- 
ked, 
ague 
hun- 


, 
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dreds daily di 
manifold: ſins, and is well known:to have ſwept 
of unthinking thouſands unprepared, with all 7 
their © ImperfeCtions on their heads. 
"The. faid-.Chriftian alſo produced ker vi- 
dence of God's being offended with the ENCOU= 
ragement given to theatres: Hhiladelphia i in Ame- 
rica, hitherto a flouriſhing-city, until ſome of the 
il-diſpoſed children of the devil propoſed the 
building a play=houſe, which was actually finiſned 
at a great expence in that populous town, for. 
which fin, as an immediate mark of the Lord's 
diſpleaſure, he cauſed a yellow fever or plague to 
overwhelm the inhabitants with immediate diſſo-: 
lution to eternity, and the ſurvivors with ſorrow 1 
anguiſh, and. the gnaſhing of teeth. = 
Now, kind reader, I think. not much difficulty, | 
ſtudy, or pains, is neceſſary to refute ſuch bold, 
falſe, impudent, and ignorant aſſertions. Indeed 
ge would be a diſgrace to a mad field- 
if ſo, how muſt it ſound and appear, | 
when-a gentleman of ſuppoſed candour, learning, 
and underſtanding, lets his zeal ſo out-ſtrip his 
reaſon as to deſervedly .loſe all reſpe&, and be- 
comes a public .railer, . almoſt as abſurd as if he 
were to deſcend from his incloſure, and defire to 
finiſh his lecture with a Hornpipe. Mr. Lambert 
and the other gentlemen certainly over-leaped the 
pales. of decency or good manners, ſo familiarly 


lad: as victims, to atone for their 
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to announce God: e which AY may 


judge and interpret wrong, but it is certain they 


cannot know, as there is no telegraphe that can 


give them ſuch len knowledge and inſight. 
Nov, it is well known, and as readily admitted, 


that both the court and the theatre, in the plea- 
ſüurable days of Charles II. had flown from the 


extreme rigidneſs of fanatic hypact iſy to that of 
HKeentiouſneſs and diſſipation; and the palace, to 
uſe the words of Shakeſpear, appeared more ile a 


Tiiotos inn, atavern, a brothel, than what it ſhould | 
have been, and nov is, to the honour of our coun- 


try, and I hope and pray may long continue ſo; 
and grant me permiſſion to ſay that it was the 
court of Charles II. debauehed the theatre, not 
the theatre the court, — for it was corrupted by 
men of the higheſt rank and of undoubted wit; 
vet thoſe ſhining talents were all préſtituted, as 
nothing could pleaſe that did not debaſe inſtead 


of raiſing the underſtanding to its proper ſphere 
of elevation. The ſceptre of England in the eaſy 


_ reign of Charles II. was ſwayed by wit and wan- 
tonneſs : The Duke of Buckingham revived and 
wrote looſely for the ſtage; Lord Rocheſter need 
not be mentioned as another; they were naturally 


14 great debauchees and rejoiced in thus diſgracing 


the ſtage. Southerne wrote Tome comedies at 
that time, in which his jeſts, &c. were too broad; 
yet ee T have ever — . as a man of 


CCC ² . 0 


— 


(0 
t 
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2 very different turn, yet he was forced to wri 


for bread, and had he not written in that ſtrain, 
he muſt have ſtarved : yet he thought a very long 
life too ſhort to repent of ſuch a proſtitution of 
genius, to which he was nn 15 the * 
praved ſenſe of his audiences. | 
But ſtop, ſtop a moment! for I am quite 5 


of breath, and have run away from the plague, 
at London and Philadelphia, (which is natural 


enough) I muſt therefore return to that ſubject, 
and repeat, that the plague is well known from 


record to have occurred as a ſevere ſcourge in 
Charles II. 's reign, no body can deny it. But, 
reader, obſerve; that the baneful and direful ef- 


fects were moſtly felt by the honeſt trudging city 
mechanics, and the daily labourers, and very 


little reached the diſorderly perſons of the court 


or playhouſe, or thoſe of the weſt-end of the 
town, where the ſtreets were more airy, and not 
ſo dreadfully confined as in the city, and which 


contributed, in a n rs, to aſkſt th 5 e plague : 
in its ravages. | 


Alſo let me fob Join: yr every one is unfor⸗ | 


tunately acquainted with, which is, that Phila- 
delphia laboured greatly under a peſtilence and 
famine in 1793, which cannot be too much la- 
mented ; but the Great Diſpoſer of all events on 


earth is the only proper judge for why he cauſed 3 
ſo truly melancholy an event; ; it is DE Preact — 
4 olume I. 7 TE 
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ers to point out reaſons, for which Mey: have 
none, but what on the 24th of November, 1793, 
| were ſuch as were dictated by ſpleen: only. 
That an elegant theatre was building at that 
time in Philadelphia, and finiſhed in 1793, is cer- 
tain, and I hope will prove an ornament and 3 
grace to the inhabitants, and for what I know it 
might incur the Lord's diſpleaſure; but I am ra- 


ther inclined to hope and think the contrary; for 


my opinion on the matter is very oppoſite, and 
| For the following reaſons: The players were not 
marked as objects for God's vengeance in the 
reign of Charles II. as before inftanced, and as 
to the malignant diſtemper that made ſuch ravage 
at Philadelphia in 1793, it fell without diſtinction 
on the truly goed Quakers (who never go to 
plays), and on worthy people of every deſcription, 
without the leaſt reſpect to ſect or perſons. 


„ the ſame time it muſt be admitted as an ex- 


traordinary act of the Almighty's goodneſs to the 


Poor perſecuted players, and they have the greateſt 
reaſon to praiſe their God on high for his marked 


care and goodneſs in ſaving them from the jaws 
of death at Philadelphia; for at that very junc- 
[2 ture the winds prevented their- reaching Phila- 
delptita, their then place of deſtination, and all 
in health they arrived at Anapolis or Baltimore, 
where they were foſtered with the greateſt: care, 
which 1 have ſeen mentioned with the utmolt 


+ 


8. 


. 


the theatre being finiſhed, a courier of invita- 


tion, was deſpatched which they accepted, lea- : 


ving their friends with eyery mark of efteem, who 


aſſured them of every ſupport wheneyer the come- 


dians choſe to viſit them again. 
When the theatre was opened in Philadelphia 


in the ſpring 1794, the ſucceſs and approbation 


was ſuch as made it univerſally known, the re- 


ceipts being beyond any in this country, London 1 
excepted. Indeed the players good fortune i in 


America has been ſo repeatedly noticed in. the 


public prints, it is not neceſſary for me to ſay 


any more, except to obſerve to Mr. Lambert, 
that I have not heard that the plague reviſited 


the worthy ! inhabitants of Philadelphia when the 
players were actually in that town, though i it un- 
fortunately did when they were net in that place, 
and in many parts of the Weſt Indies where not 
any theatres. or actors whatever had growth or 
been tranſplanted. 


New Lork in America bas * a flouriſhing 


theatre for many Fears, yet never had the plaguez 
and pray God in his mercies it never may. 
If my reader accuſes me of prolixity and being | 

tedious, the theme, added to the great abuſe 
poured on me by the preaching lambs, will I hope 
in ſome degree. apologiſe, as they attack where - 
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_ gratitude. in neal F 1 America. As 
ſoon as the diſorder had ſubſided in Philadelphia, 
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they know they cannot be anſwered, therefore 

ö an old adage ſays, « That horſe who runs by 7 

= - himſelf is ſure to win the race”? I with for peace 

| in the calling I have a right by the laws of. my 

country. to exerciſe; ; and when not offending in 

my precinct, not to be virulently and openly 

5 attacked, : in order to deprive me of my daily 

=_ bread.— Wet my ſuperiors dictate, preach peace, 

mu moral rectitude: . Mind no man's private 

concerns Let them reform their hearers by 

+ perſuaſive heavenly eloquence, and gentle admo- 

> nition; let them keep in their eyes and hearts the 

divine ſentiments preached by the Saviour of 

Man upon, the mount: Speak truth from the 
Pulpit. and defy the devil“. 

And now in my appointed bath by Mr. 

* I muſt aſk him, by way of retort, 

. if after this, and his combined unlawful, as well 

5 ungentlemanlike abuſe of me on Sunday, 

November 17, 1793,, how would he as a man 

have felt, and the reſt of His unchriſtianlike tra- 

| ducers, had J on Monday the 25th .Publiſhed by 

the common boys about the ſtreet. the following 

true genuine extract No! my own pride pre- 

vented me, and I ſhould have thereby brought 

myſelf on a level with thoſe, whom two days be- 

fore I had looked up to as undoubtedly good, but 

by betraying a littleneſs of mind, they very obli- 

Bug, (as. einten lowered themſelves to 
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neden being a Freneh faſhion; but 
as it has been often obſerved that the cobbler ſhould- 
not go beyond his laſt ; and by: way of a proper 1 
hint and warning for the future, beg Mr. Gar-⸗-(„- 
wood will read, or condeſcend to have read to Wy 
him, the following extract, which will I think 
convince not only him but others, he and they, 
as gentlemen, ſhould aſk my pardon for breaking. | 3 
the laws of juſtice, decorum, and the moſt re. 
ſpectable authority of the laws of this land. inn 
the time of King James I. he and his Queen (as 
do our on King George III. and Queen, hea- 
ven be thanked) frequently viſited the naughty 
theatre, when a Mr. Prynne with others in anger 
and with much puritanic zeal attacked the wicked 
ſtage, and in a heavy load of vindictive abuſe, 
licentiouſly libelled all the encouragers of plays 
of what degree ſoever; let my agreeable Mr. 
Garwood mark the conſequence, of a | fair tit- = 
for tat ct. : : 
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Ptynne 5 Sentence: 


_, This Prynnez- of the puritanical tribe; Was a 
moſt virulent libeller of all who encoùraged the 
ce theatre, —ſparing no degrees of perſons, from 
ce the erowned head to the loweſt mechanic ; his 
ce abuſe had one good effect: It occaſioned W 
* excellent plays to be printed or revived, as tle 
bot anſwer W and F of, his malcvolence 
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* and feandal. But for this accident many gootf' 
cc i ning had been loft 3 in n oblivion, which a are OW 
" 66 © His r Was as follows : LEY bbök was 

© ordered to be burnt by the hands of the com- 
«© mon hangman: He was ordered to be put 
from the Bar, (for an unworthy Barriſter he Was) 
e and ſentenced: to be excluded the Soeiety of 
« Lincoln's-Inn, to be degraded by the Univer- 
e fity of Oxford, to ſtand in the pillory at Weſt- 
ce minſter-Hall and Cheapſide, to loſe an ear at 


4 each place, — to ſtand with a paper on his head, 


6 declaring his offence to be, the publiſhing an 
ce infamous libel againſt their majeſties, the peers, 
6e the prelates, and the whole government, to 
< be fined 500l. and to ſulfer perpetual impri ſon- 
40 ment. 

7 « However Nagibic us his crime, his Suntffictierit 
d was: certainly heavy enough: but thoſe were 
& times when little lenity was uſed. What was. 
«.the conſequence ? A few well-meaning patriots 
« ſtruggled for their natural rights and liberties ; 
cc power grew: jealous,—this created heats and. 
« animoſities on both ſides... Factious deſigning 
men took the advantage of thoſe unhappy feuds, 


"OR and introduced rebellion, anarchy, and confu- 


« fon : May they never return: May ſtrained 
power never more irritate a free people, to de- 
10 viate from liberty into licentiouſneſs,” 


Ec 
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:Þ yon hag every cauſe for the. foregoing reta- 


lation: For the attack of ſo many formidable op- 
ponents, not only ſeriouſly injured: the theatre, 


but the pulpit actors who had occafi oned the miſ- 


chief, one in particular, openly exulted and de- 
clared he knew many who had in conſequence 
declined ever in future viſiting the theatre again. 


But, ſie upon that naughty Kemble'to come led by 
the hand of Faſhion,—he reſtored the theatre to 


its native hue of cheerfulneſs,. and all went on 
with its wonted alacrity and good humour, and, 
like Penelope's web, the prieit-weaving was un 
done; but I ſuppoſe another will be provided by. 


ſuch kind adminiſtrators to the mind and body, 


with a good rod in pickle to introduce as a new” 


interlude, called “ The Players' Jerking,” to be 


pronounced with due ſolemnity by Mr. Garwood 
in November 1704, of which I ſhall remark, as - 
defer this publication ſome- weeks for that ſole 


purpoſe : : I will in the meantime finiſh the combat - 


to which I am very, _ with the e 
opinion : 5 


«A preacher's ware like china, 
«Now cheap now dear is Sought, - 7 
„When ſound tis worth a guinea, 

When crack'd not worth a groat,”*. 


As muſt tell ſome inſigniſicant Airy: or ano- 


hn, like. an Arabian Nights Tale, to keep wy; 
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Eder, if poſſible, awake, which 1 dare C's 13 2 
very difficult taſk, another whimſical circum- 
ſtanee occurred in November 1793, and no more 
ftrange than true, my memory had let flip: the 
\, _ eircumſtances. until the printer had got too far; 
fo I muſt ſtill confine you, my fellow-traveller, 
to delay for a ſhort a our a to Lork, 
February 1794. | 
In November 1793, at Hul, 1 pee 
The Surrender of Valenciennes” in a kind of 
medley ſuited to the time, and as I judged it 
might ſerve a little additional purpoſe on a holy- 
day night. For my own part I do not think i 
by any means was unentertaining, or on the 
other hand: deſerved anonymous criticiſm : And 
ſurely of all the ungenteel conduct any gentle- 
man or lady can be guilty. of, I think that of 
writing anonymous letters deſerves moſt to be 
| reprobated. It ever was and is my moſt unal- 
terably fixed opinion. For,“ as Lord Townly 
fays, „ have ever thought that letters wrote by 
_ concealed friends are private enemies.“ How- 
ever the foll owing has ſo much merit, that T 
think it wilt entertain the reader, though at my 
expence, and I hope it will the facetious author 
 himfelf if it falls or creeps. into his critic  inſpec- 
tion. 5 | | ; 
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e TATE WILKINSON-. | | 
„ | 
4 take the liberty of addreſſing you on 2 tub 

« ject, which, *hough it may appęar trivial, i is 

«yet, I think, worthy of ſame attention. 


„ My. reaſon for writing to you is to requeſt : | 


ce that you will. uſe. ſuch meaſures as may, in fu- 
ed ture, relieve the greater part of the audience at 
cc. the Hull theatre from the diſturbance which 
«takes. place on almoſt every evening of per- 
* formance, owing. to perſons in the upper gal- 


tt lexy calling for the ler £ tune. of. * “God ſare = 


«.the King“ 

J wiſh not to. convey any: Iden in the leaſt⸗ 
cc. diſloyal, and therefore only leave it to vour 
«own judgment to determine whether. the con- 
ct ſtant repetition of the above ſong. can fail of 
cc. being. -very tedious to thoſe. who attend the 
tc. theatre almoſt every evening, (not to mention 


CC the irkſomeneſs of i It to the performers). beſides * 


ce. protracting the concluſion. of the entertainment 
ce. to a later hour than would otherwiſe be the 
«caſe; both which inconveniences might eaſily» - 
(te -obviated. by your exerting the authority 


 «.which belongs to you, and peremptorily order | 
ec ing the performers not to. pay any attention to 1 
cc. the unreaſonable demands which really appear 


ce. to be dictated rather by caprice than any inhe- 
rent RED: in the 5 making IE: de- 
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* mands; at the ſame time you might add a ſmall 
„ advertiſement at the bottom of the play bills 
« ſtating, that proper pieces of muſic are appoint- 
* ed for the band to play, and Mae: _ are not 
eto perform any other.. 
Admitting that theſe. ſteps might, for a rt 
* time, be productive of diſturbance from that 
et part of the audience whoſe power would thus. 
ebe circumſcribed, and I by no. means deny 
© the probability of ſach an event taking Place, 
&« when they faw that you were determined in 
« your conduct, the oppoſition, I rather think, 
«* would eventually die away, and the moſt re- 
e ſpectable part of the audience be freed, for the 
s remainder of the ſeaſon, from what is, at pre- 
«ſent, very tireſome: However, if you think the 
< above would be too dangerous an experiment, 
tor detrimental to your intereſt in this town, I, 
4 on no account, with you to try it, and in that 
6: « caſe have only to defire that, the ſong muff be 
& lung, it may not be tilß after the farce, Which will 
te give ſuch perſons as do not chooſe to hear it, an 
* opportunity of leaving the theatre. Ng 
„ When Ifirſt began to write this letter, It Was 
e not my intention to have touched upon any 
« ſybjeQ than what related to the ſong in queſ- 
« tion; but as a few other things have ſince oc- 


| « curred to me, 1 think T may as well mention. 
hem to yon. 
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cc Te nh any caſual impropriety in the mas 
cc. nagement of the ſcenery uſed at Hull, would 
«be a mere waſte of time, ſuch things Lam well 
t aware muſt be expected, and always will hap- 
«pen in every provincial theatre; but, when T 12 5 
« ſee, at nearly the moſt reſpectable theatre out 
& of London, the ſame- ſcene indiſcriminately - 
cc uſed for St. James's. Park and the Wilds of 
« America, or, a ſeene, through the windows of 
« which a ſtreet is feen, uſed for the inſide of a 
ce lonely cottage, they are ſuch glaring inconſiſten- 
« cies as can hardly fail to ſtrike any perſon who 
&« pays the leaſt attention to them, and, as can 
tc reaſonably.only be thought to originate. either 
« from the ignorance or avarice of the manager; 
© but, as neither of theſe cauſes can, for a mo- 
6 ment, be ſuppoſed to actuate your conduct, L 
* am willing to place them to the account of in- 
c advertency; hoping, that now they have been 
& pointed out to you, you will make a ſmall addi- a 
« tion to your ſtock of ſcenery; at leaſt you ought . 
tc to have a view of the Park, as that place occurs 5 
% in almoft every comedy, the ſcene of which 1 is : 
& laid 1 in London. Sgrely this vould not be too . 
ce great a ſacrifice to propriety ſt. | 
: The performance of two den chis ſeaſon yp: 5 
5 ee cannot paſs over in filence;; the firſt of which 
& was © The Haunted Tower,” which was acted pf 
*in ſo mangled arid mutilated a SOARING that 1 42% 
| F 6 
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« cl doubt whether either the author o or com- 
« poſer would be able to recogniſe their own 


work were. they to behold it in that ſtate. Pray, 0 
6 do you cut out every other leaf when. you com- 


, ec preſs a piece, for. really the ſcenes. had not the 
e ſmalleſt connection with each other? e. 


«© The other piece I allude to is“ The Ours. 


« renter; of Valenciennes,” which L ſhall, confi. 
| « der more at large than the laſt, | 
e The gentlemen; who perform the firſt ſcene, 
« «I believe, are intended. for officers of the Aus 


- & ſtrian army; but as this is far from being a 
4. clear caſe, L think. it would be a great addition 

4e if you were to order them, the next time it is 
66 performed, (that i is, if you ever haye any in- 
et tention of acting it again) to ſay Mie are Aus 
« ftrians! Il, it would really give a great effect, 


© to the ſcene, and fave the audience. the trouble 


& of conjecturing who. they are. Shartly after, 


| « E think, the Duke of. York makes his APPEAT= 
& ance in company with a corporal (Mr. Turpin] 
et and the above-mentioned non-deſcripts ; pray, 


« what buſineſs. has the corporal, ſo near the 


4 Duke? If T miſtake not, they join familiarly, 


„ ̃ in chorus together. This is a blow at all or- 
5 der, with a vengeance! tl They are, I be- 


« lieve, then joined by ſome ladies, who, I con- 


e feſs, I was ſo unlucky: as to ſuppoſe, at firſt, 
1 b were intended to repreſent ſome of thoſe com 
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«-plaiſant females who are ufually attenaant on a 
« camp, till the ſong of The Soldier's Adieu“ 

(et me right, and 1 viewed them with all pro- 4 

e per reſpect and awe, particularly the Ducheſs 
«of York, (tho; E never before heard ſhe had 
e taken a trip to the Continent) and I doubt not 
but this would have continued thro? the piece, | 
* had not the corporal again unfortunately made 
« his appearance, and, from the intimate man- 
« ner in which he ſeemed to converſe with the 
Duke, effectually deſtroyed the Trick o th 
« Scene,” and diſſipated all my reverence ll 

„„The uſual marches and counter marches then 

« ed on to the grand attack, which was pers - 
« formed. in ſuch an admirable manner, as quite 
« beggars all deſcription. The lights, attached ta 
« the ends of two. wires, and. whirled round to = 
« repreſent the bombardment, were inimitable, _ 
and could not fail of impreſſing the audience ns 
c with a juſt idea of the action they exhibited 1 
„But that I. am. uncertain whether the gentle. 175 
« man is now living, J ſhould really have ſup=- -. I 
60 poſed you. had called. in the aſſiſtance of the e 3 | 1 
60 ingenious Harry Rowe of puppet-ſhew. mo. vn 
« riety, for they were juſt what .might have been 
« expected from his ſublime invention; and; even 
«© 25 it is, I am apt to believe they muſt have ben 
the production of ſome “ indred genius ! ! TT 
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* Extraordi- 
d xing the ſummer! - 
1 have juſt ſeen a play-bill, at the Seele Bon | 
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ct and in a truly capital ſtyle, — they really carried 
66 Al before them!!!—but,: poor I, who was doom- 


«ed to. blunder, thro' the evening, again un- 
46 luckily miſtook and actually fancied all. this 
c as only one of the ſkirmiſhes, by which the 
ce ſiege was diſtinguiſhed, and impatiently waited 
« for another battle, when I expected all would 
esc have. been 5 &erwhelm'd in one prodigious 


& ryin;” but alas l my expectations were not 


c ful filled, and the crowding on of the performers 2 
dc ſhortly after, convinced me, 555 the import. : 
“ ant victory was achieved 11! | 
I remarked, that not one man of the allied 
« armies Was killed; and only one wounded ; but 
ce this I ſuppoſe was done in order to preferve | 
e ſome conſiſtency with thoſe numerous Gazettes 
tary, which have been ee du- A 


«gf which it is announced, that the Surrender of 
c. alenciennes is to form a Part of the entertain- 
tc ment on Tueſday evening; if this is really your 
cc. intention, I would ſeriouſly adviſe you to per- 


«form alſo on the ſame evening, by way of inter- 
es jutle; a ſmall piece which you may find in the 


tc orks of the late Henry Fielding, entitled * The 


Life and Death of Common Senſe: and pray 
ec expunge from the bill the intimation that the 
e ſaid ä has been performed: with Bret | 


IN WANDERING PATENTEE. 


e applauſe, Which is certainly a moſt ſcandalous , 
s libel on the taſte of the town. I remember 


« when this piece was firſt given out at the Thea- 
ce tre, the performer Who did 
« nounced it as a farce. Heavens that ſo glo- 
t rious an event ſhould be termed a farce! The 
« only apology that I can find for him is, that he - 


« muſt have been inly conſcious: of-the merit of 5 


«the piece, and, at that moment, have h 
« Hamlet's advice. Of, , Suit the 59 2 che 
« action,“ ſtrongly in his memor. 
«If you mult have a Ede ſpectacle, w 
« not revive Sheridan's celebr | 
Camp: It would give woah ſcope. for every 


6 thing that can be done in that way at the Hull 


e Theatre, and, from the excellent manner in 
* which it is written, would be a great treat to 
« all Joyers of. the drama; r x. this is incon- 
4 venient, the burletta of * Tem Thumb“ 
« would anſwer every end, as 5 10 
« battle might be introduced in the ſecond act? - 


« I cannot help obſerving that the aur ing, lion Tf 


ee jn $6, Fortunatus” cuts a very great figure | 
ec bill for laſt Friday evening, and, from ht: name. 
* being printed in capitals, I rather think J 
c eſteem him as the firſt character in the pan- 
* tomime ; T- fincerely pity thoſe actors who 
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« theſe may be uſed by the director of a barn or, 
“ puppet-ſhow 3. but when reſorted to by the. 

manager of a Theatre-Royal, they are, in the 
« higheſt degree, deſpicable... 


© The acting of ſome of. the. lower comedians. 
« 15 lately degenerated into the worſt ſpecies of 
_« buffoonery, ſuch as the follower of a quack-. 


c goctorwould almoſt ſcorn to uſe ; there were. 
« very evident inſtances of it during the perform- 

e ance of 665 
« neſday evening. As it js certainly beſt to at- 
« tempt the deſtruction of theſe evils before they 
«are too d zeply rooted, 1 would adviſe you to: 
ſur x: aralieres 2 ma 


E e fe 110 be 
F 3 che UharuAtet ers . —— nat I recollect 


1 in vain; 5 8 4 | to. | remedy i Ms 55 hall be * 


Lupen that head. „ 5 


Areal extended this letter to a far, greater- 


te length than I at firſt intended, and, as, were I. 
: be to o do ſo, I fear I ſhould treſpaſs, if not upon 
. your time, at leaſt upon your patience, I will. 

therefore now conclude with aſſuring you, that, 


. 5 1 5 . 
A - 


: $ 3 * * * 


'he Irihmanin London, laſt Wed-. 


> in the end, a. 


PEI . improppicty 5 
ladies of the theatre dreſs 


alt add ſome. other things, how as I haye 


9 
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«Tf ncerely wiſh- well to the Hull Theatre, and i 


«6 that J am, 1595 


ee Un nia this letter over, 1 obſerve ſome 


cc grammatical errors in it, but as I cannot alter 
« them without. employing a greater portion of 
« time than I at preſent have to ſpare, 1 truſt you 


« will have the Rb to PA Aya... 


Hutt, Saturday a terne 18 5 [ 
N Nov. . * 85 i 
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« in, . f . © Ms Hott, Now. 1 1792 . 


1 An i to the well Ul known ks of God 5 


55 The drama s laws the : drama 8 patrons g give.” 


If wen the diſcerning park of the tes 


cannot bring the rude part to order, it would be 
2 fruitleſs and dangerous attempt of the mana- 
ger, particularly at this juncture; for inſtead of 
being taken as meant, to preferve peace, ſecret 
enemies would purpoſely put a wrong and dan- 
gerous conſtruction. At York I did endeavous 
to have it after the farce, but it only tended to 
make it more violent, and worſe and worle z and 
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1 11 THE WANDERING PA = NTEE. 
bt the cauſe is the obliging others to hear he ſong, WM 
bt as it is natural to ſhew the love of power when | me 
Wt aided with opportunity, whether Jacobin or Roy- bu 
Ul aliſt. The ſureſt remedy 1 is patience; by de- W 6: 
wy grees they will weary of what certainly is tire- 40. 
{1 | ſome, and very inconvenient to the performers, cot 
ö i 1 5 thereby loſes its proper force and dignity, dis 
Wh In London, occafionally, they have it five or WW «1; 
| | * fix times repeated: And I hope you will con- as 
| | ſider, Sir, that from the cauſe, true bleſſings may in 
. I ariſe, and therefore theſong notbe tedious. Indeed do 
1 it ĩs at preſent almoſt conſtantly ſung by the au- ge. 
dience, and. of courſe unanimouſly and loudly | To 
huzzaed and properly applauded. has 
t miſtakes of ſcenery they will every = 
where occur, ay, even in London, where there = 
are variety of ſervants for every department, 7 
particularly the firſt nights of their pantomimes. 976 
The obſervations as to St. James' s Park ſcene, Pa 
and the Wilds of America, are ſtrictly. right; 1 7 
and I heſitate not to doubt, but you are a perfect I 
judge: but had I the favour of ſeeing you, Mr. 70, 


Anonymous, who are a moſt difficult correſpon- * 
dent to encounter, I would convince you moſt I ſen 
evidently, that the receipts of the theatre do not 5 
pay the expences attendant one ſeaſon in ten; 1 


tt 
and there is more ſcenery at Hull theatre than fro 
can be worked, Which is an article of infinite coſt, aut 


'* At Hull the ſong has not been fang by the audience ave nl 
as at N Lerds, and the other theatres, 


* 


C PATENTEE. Ti 


d ſoon goes to ruin. Not having ſomething ; 
more like St. J ames's Park, it ſhall be rectified 5 
but too much was in preparation to have it 
iniſhed aft ſeaſon. The houſes from the win- 
dow is another obſervation too true, and for 

cottages in' particular, and' ſhall be altered 1 imme | 
diately 3 but the miſtake is generally owing to 
the carpenter, he thinking one chamber as good 
as another in the hurry of ſcenery: Particularly 
in buſy plays the impropriety is unavoidable. E 
do aver I have treble the ſcenery of any mana- 
ger in England, Scotland, or Ireland, out of Lon- | 
don; but my ſtages are too confined, and not 
having room for many ſliding ſcenes, the drop 
ones can only be let down from their fixtures, 
and thoſe fixtures unavoidably often contradict 
the work of the play, and alſo the farce, and 
from the fize of the ſtage cannot be altered. 

Palace-wings to priſons and plain chambers are 
no doubt a great and glaring abſurdity, but not 
to be prevented, as in. a full piece there is not 
room to ſtir; the Hull tage, and all my theatres 
(York. excepted) being intolerably confined in 

length, breadth, and indeed in every part. 
. 6 Ag ter « The Haunted Tower,” it was of ſo 
little importanee as a firſt piece, that I could not, 
from its firſt repreſentation to the laſt, get an 
audience to ſee it. The plot never was to be 
ealled one, and is therefore not poſſible for my but- 
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chery to have 6 ak maimed it as hinted at by 
you, Sir; as I could not take. away what was not 
there to 53 taken. As to the muſic, not one good 
or favourite ſong i is omitted, therefore the com- 
poſer would not: (nor will he) be angry. The 
greateſt abſurdity is Adela's being in her fine 


was wrote, the Star, of Tueſday, Oct. 21, 1794, took notice 
that (« The Haunted Tower“ was performed on Monday, Oct. one 
| 20, 1794) no part of the opera indeed produced. the leaſt ſenſas of 
tion; the truth is, the opera ſhould be cut down into an after Tr 
Fe and then os its mage. it hg NE: its pace. . be 
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clothes at the firſt; but that is obviated, as being | : 

| mentioned to be done at Edward's requeſt ; and op 
Wl: | tho? not to be termed right, yet when the critic is al l 
1 informed that the ſaid alteration ſaves half an 
'Y hour in drefling, (for ladies will be tedious in deco- 5 
1 rating their perſons, particularly when they are 
1 to be fine) T think it is ſome alleviation. And * 
iff as to my own part, I think the piece ſo farcical, * 5 
1 that, take it altogether, it pleaſes me as well as in 
1 a firſt piece; the beſt of the muſic being un- DO} 
\ 18 doubtedly preſerved : : and a good ſet. of ſongs like * 
4 thoſe had better be kept than thrown on the ſhelf, . 
1 as the muſic is as pleaſant as it is excellent; and as MW 5 
1 a farce it is one hour and twenty minutes, which at! 
' is full long for an after-piece*;. and where an au- wit 
3 9 885 do not often attend Ou Te 8 8 ra 
| f 4 | | | | | We 
1 1 2 es my 1 is Dt 1 the ere 5 
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0 ment, and all good and. 1 

45 Eon 

1 ec Toilſome their taſk, who i in this critic age 8 

2 .« With freſh materials furniſh forth . | 

Z ce Not a bad 1 Far the critic not to 1 — too | 
5 ſuperfine, and be entangled in a web ae 
* of his own weaving. 

= « As to The es of Valenciennes?” | your 
8. vhimſical. and entertaining criticiſms are too juſt 
e be denied, they are true in a great degree, but 


mY By get up that ſpectacle properly would coſt a 


1 great deal. 
8. « At Aſtley's 1 RET as Toldiers _ 


puppet-ſhew work, was given at an infinite ex- 

8 pence, but that expence was repaid by the numerous 

f monied public of London running after it for 100 
1 


ch at Covent-Garden with paſteboard figures, like- 


u- viſe} at Drury-lane, great part of the battle in Bel- 


e, grade. — But as to“ Adieu, thou lovely youth? 


ve will (like Mr. Bayes) good-humouredly ſup- | 
TY poſe it a Dutch concert: And take the whole 


ce budget of ſongs; there are ſeveral allowed good 
a, ones. As to the unfortunate corporal, his want 
a, of breeding ſhould be a little palliated; for as 


Trim. obſerves in © The Funeral,” —«< He muſt 


be civil to thoſe raſcals in time of danger, though | 


he canes Tom all the year after,” | 


it is a difficult taſk to procure freſh entertain- | 


— . boner nm cen nents «NS 
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a THE WANDERING bon i 


cc Now, Sir, as to the grand aa it is much th 
like the picture you whimſically paint; but it is not A 
every one (thanks to our theatrical gods?!) who is ar 
ſo full of penetration. But I cannot allow my ini- cc 
mitable two wires tobe ſuppoſed from Harry Rowe, *. 
(who is nat gone ) but requeſt, Sir, your good me- 

mory will recur to * The Siege of Belgrade,” 1791, ? 
at Hull theatre, when the real fire-works ſtifled the 
audience, and there is a ſufficient quantity of that 
combuſtible and inflammable air, which ſtill re- 


mains; but it was the machineſt. of Drury. lane 


who contrived the very much approved mode of . 
which you complain; but I did not know, or your 
opinion would have been on my fide, of the queſ- 1 
tion: It coſt me a ſum to obtain the ſaid move- wi 
ment. In London the effect is admirable; for it 
the theatre being ſo large, and the extent ſo di- co 
fant from the audience, by which means, what ſio 
appears ridiculous at Hull, from the nearneſs of wa 
the awful ſtorming, is clever in London. I muſt wi 
ſay, it rather excites my wonder that the firl ap. 
battle was not quite ſufficient without wanting it. 
or wiſhing for a ſecond; but ſuppoſe it was ikirÞ if, 
miſhing only, then you will be ſatisfied of the con ple 
ſiſtency, Sir, you mention of only one man being a b 


' wounded, tho the mode certainly proved he wall co 
killed, as a number of. dead bodies would not oni tha 
have made the ſtage a ſlaughter-houſe, but give « 
an offenlive idea of the Plague 3 in perilous times len 


— 


and therefore common men, and food for Powder, 


conſequently all the wounded, like Mr. W ** 
were to be n for nee . 


Ws 797 Dead ny | 
Dead Men. Halloo! 


' Bayes. © Are you all dead? 


Dead Men. 7 Aye, Aye. 


Bay. * Why then you that are foot-ſoldiers get up 


ee and walk off, and | intel that are horſemen get up and 
85 ride off.“ | 


6 Ie is not a ler to 7M the piece was gerd 


with great applauſe, for it moſt certainly was, that is, 


it certainly was, provided we may judge from the 

continued applauſe of the audience at the conclu- 
ſion. I do not mean to infinuatethatyour judgment 
was wrong, or fatirically feaſting on the errors 


which you perceived, but I mean, had it been diſ- 


approved i In general, 'T ſhould not have produced 
it on the Tueſday following, as advertiſed ; and 


if, bya difſenting opinion' from yours, many were 
pleaſed, Thad better have had a good houſe than 


a bad one: And the ſtricteſt financier would diſ- 
cover in fifteen minutes, by looking at my books, 
that my teſtimony is ſerious and honourable. 


Mr. Cummins declares when he gave out Va- 
lenciennes, that he did not mention the word 


E WANDERING PATENTEE. nay 


Gerd in that point it was right to be 1 
And note, Sir, we only killed' two Frenchmen, 


1 
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Farce. I: was not in << vin at the . the 


Now, Sir, I think I ſhall have a little advantage 
cover you, which will gratify me much, becauſe 


taſte, and nice diſcrimination; therefore hope 


| liberality and willingneſs to be pleaſed, are not 
wanting: For if the love of cenfure ſatisfies the 
mind better than to praiſe or be pleaſed, it is in pl 
vain for players, not bleſt with the London ſtamp, ö 
to give ſatisfaction. But 1 perceive in you m: 


word to the action“ is not always at command. 


5 


I am proud of my adverſary, and am certain I 
am anſwering a gentleman of ſuperior education, 


with ſych advantages, thoſe good ingredients, 


ſuch a vein of pleaſantry, that I will not allow a cir 


- ſuppoſition of vou, Sir, 8 deficient | in any tif] 


1 75 quality. + the 
© Now, Sir, to be brief, as to that bent ben 


12 piece cc The Camp,” I do aver, in oppobtion, it W ſuc 
is not fit for the ſtage, nor has ever yet ſuc- mi 
ceeded: Mr. Sheridan never wrote a line or W 20! 
eſpouſed it; it was a catchpenny for the time, I 7 
and done in ſuch a hurry, that (I am certain Mr. on 
Sheridan will not thank you for the compliment) qui 
Mr. Linley was under the. neceſſity, of purloin- Ho 
ing the old muſic from the Royal Merchant” I der 
to get it on the boards; Mr. Sheridan s name dud 


was foiſted into the newſpapers to give it a ſanc- I *2 | 


tion, and that is the whole hiſtory of the Camp by 1 
farce. As a proof, all the preſent waren war tric 


and knowing that vou could not have xead, or, 
I ſhould divine, ever ſeen that very poor piece, 
if L knew here to direct a copy, if I could pro- 


cure it, I would Jend it, Sir, in order to be ho- 
noured with ſuch a proſelyte. You forget, Sir, 
that „ Little Thumb“ has had his day, and 


would not anſwer any purpoſe, unleſs the French 


Count lately at Hull would allure the es by 


playing that character.. 

« You might with more reaſon, Sir, 1 the 
managers of both the London theatres for produ- 
cing, © The Glorious Firſt of June, and © Bri- 


aich Loyalty,” Sc. They are obliged to catch 


the meteors of the day: and it certainly, Sir, is 


beneath your good ſenſe to criticiſe. In London 
ſuch trifles and ſuch petit pieces, will pleaſe the 


million. for many nights. And again, Sir, 1 dp 
not think your judgment infallible. As to the 


roaring lion, vou muſt recollect, Sir, it is not me 


only but the Spect tor, in 1712, allows the conſe- 
quence of the roaring lion at the King's Opera 


Houſe. And if you admit of pantomimes, I won 
der, Sir, you are not bettter verſed in ſuch pro- 


ductions, that from Rich's days and Woodward's, 
to the preſent hour, in Perſcus,” E Cf N 
“The Sorcerer, Kc. lions, ſerpents, dogs, of- 


triches, monkeys, bears, Gs are * IF ano . 


. GC 


12 FATE 1ER. ; 12 8 1 15 


t never en * attempted either in town or 
| country; I believe it was committed to the flames; 
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3 THE AGE caterer: | 


claim of thoſe motley productions, And Luck | 
And ſuch: entertainments | 


dramatic ſketches.” 
have occaſioned i in London many crowded houſes, 


when the very beſt performers would have played 


on thoſe evenings to thin benches in the pit, and 


a a beggarly account of empty boxes. . 
Mr. Garrick by choice put on the patched coat, 


alle Woodward; and the more lions and monkeys 
to aid the magic ſword ſo much the better; not 
forgetting the indiſpenſible ROO of witches 


and broomſticks. 


c Fortunatus” as done at Hull, is a credit 


to the manager and theatre: and ſorry am I to 


obſerve, 'that, my own night excepted, it has 


never brought me a. ſecond audience, though 
it coſt a great deal of money. 


Yet I have 


known ſome very poor pantomimes attract much 


better. 80 pray, Mr. Anonymous, do not de- 


tract from the merits of my lion, the ſkin and 
Head alone of which coſt me ten pounds, and is 


my yery monarch of that pantomime, and I ſec 


him as Sir Richard Steele did at the Hay-Market, 
with awe and reſpect. Now, Sir, by yours, I 
ſhould ſuppoſe a lion and good performers had 
only been known under my management, which 


| -only proves you had not conſidered the ſubject, 
or I am certain it would not have happened, be⸗ 


cauſe you would not chooſe to have Jour own 


a7 fatire directed palpably o wron 8 


r „ 


ns had © 


le 


fre 
co 


THR WANDERING: PATENTER. 5 127 : 


b * Now, Sir, your remark on the liberties oben . 
8 taken by the comedians is too true, and has not 
Sg been without my urgently enforcing fuch doctrine 
d in my Memoirs. On every like occaſion the critics 
d muſt check, as the comedians take the warrant / 
from the peals of laughter beſtowed by the mil- 
5 lion. And you will; Sir, reflect that the farce of 
6 « The Iriſhman in London” was ſanctioned by 
of wonderful plaudits. As to the ladies dreſſing out 
es of character, I fear it ever will be ſo here, there, 
and every where, and will only be attended to 
lit by the ſenfible, not the handſome. I have always 
to WM patience to receive ſuch gentlemanlike epiſtles, 
as alſo time. But if you ſuppoſe by your hint Sir, 
gh that time lies on my hands you are miſtaken; 
ve for 1 have more employment for the theatre, and 
ch letters, and my own ſcribbling, than my-eyes or 
le- health are now able to undergo. I hold it a rule 


nd not to pay attention to any anonymous - letters, 
18 and for very good reaſons, in general they are 


ſec MW rude, illiberal, and like a deſpicable aſſaſſin's ſtab 
tet, Tin the dark. Yours being ſo widely different . 
» 1 MW from that deſcription, it was impoſſible not to 
nad W compliment myſelf, as in duty bound, to anſwer 
ich lo ſenſible a criticiſm, tho? not a little erroneous. 
al «Iam, Si, 

be» il = 41 ee obliged _ 15 
wn Ijßʒk 8 ſervant, 
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to the farrago of ehe ſpectacle entitled “ Va- 


deſerving a reply, yet the criticiſm and ſenſibility, 
under which it was couched, impelled me unwil- 
ngly to give an anſwer; and it ſhould be a cau- 
tion to all perſons of fair honourable meaning 


. in ſelf- ſecurity, as does the air-gun, : which requires 
n a double repellant from the i injured. | 


and ſo well turned, that 1 envied and admired the 
genius of the writer, even where I myſelf was the 

ſubject of the ſatire and ridicule; and though 
wrote ſecretly, could not reſiſt holding it up to 
public view. But the author of it ſhould have 
remembered that “ A little learning is a'dange- MW ® 
"TOUS thing, Il boaſt not of it. He has rather in 


F. 


1 28 THE WANDER ING PATE 11 E. 
Impreſſed at firft ſight that the letter alluding 


lenciennes;“ was anonymous, and as Fach not 


never to deal in ſuch ambiguous pride and ſecret 
ſuperiority: For who is it they may not wound 


bs have wrote thus. far more than T intended, 
Pere the letter alluded to is fo truly whimſical 


wetting his feet, let the ſtream hurry him beyond 


his depth, where for want of knowledge and ſkill I ® 
he is floundering, and has experienced that he 
Wanted aſſiſtance. -It is io far a lucky circum- 
ſtance for me, as Jam only a dabbler; yet ſticking 
to ſure-footed Experience, I have not fallen into 
the predicament of my ambiguous oppoſer. 


Notagainto repeat how contemptible anonymous 
writers. — be held a8 8 to wound the 


* * WANDERING: PATENTEE: 129 


peace n an honourable or a defeneeleſs in- 
dividual, I can aſſure the gentleman who wrote 
the witticiſm, that from the evening that I re- 
ceived-ity November 23, 1793», until Friday, De- 
| cember 125 1794, I had -quite. a different notion 55 
a8 to who Was the author ; + Þ. was not fixed in 
my opinion till October laſt, 1794, when I found 
my wonderful penetration had not placed the 
ſaddle on the right horſe : But it had nearly done 
a co Hidęrable injury to a perſon quite innocent 
of the ſaid ſatirieal epiſtle, for which from com- 
mon honeſty I hold myſelf, as in ſtrict duty 
bound, to aſk his pardons However it certainly 
ſhould be a warning to every nameleſs friſky- 
writer to reflect, that it is doing a double injury, 
the conſequences of which may be too often fatal; 
and when the real writer is found out by acciden- 
tal means; he mult: feel himſelf in a difagreeable - 
predicament: If that gentleman had not wrote WW 
o me on December 12, 1794, he was ſo great he + .--— mk 
ng I ſtranger I ſhould not have Aon hm fenen —  _ 
kill old father Adam. 8 28 5 
bie I have evidently proved * 5340 not the 3 8 
m- ledge, either by the theory or the practice, as 
to the ſublime art and ſorcery. of pantonime a 
5 for my own coneeited'ſtage · inſpectidn, aided bx 
old Time, has proved the'contrary!; andi fearing - 8 
dus it ſhould not, as the world is not apt to giye-erebit 3 — i! ; 
the nn men, I will give a cortoborationof. ” e ee 1 
oe . „ 
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my aſſertions as to the conſequence of Bons, ſer- 
pents, &c. in a London theatre, from the pen of no 
leſs an author than the late Dr. Johnſon, who wrote 
the following in the year 1752-3, when © Harle- 
quin Sorcerer” was produced, and Mr. Mad- 
docks (in the patch-work entertainment of? The 
Fair“) was engaged at the T, heatre- 19 Sent. 
Garden. 
8 SIR, | e 
As pantomimes are 8 very ſerious 
concern, and the curioſity of mankind is perpe- 


tually thirſting after novelties, I have been at great 


pains to contrive an entertainment, in which every 


3 thing ſhall be united that is either the delight or 
aſtoniſhment of the preſent age: I have not only 


ranſacked the fairs of Bartholomew and South- 


vark, but picked up everyuncommonanimal, every 
| amazing prodigy of nature, and every ſurpriſing 


performer, that has lately appeared within the 


| bills of mortality. As ſoon as I am provided 


with a theatre ſpacious enough for my purpoſe, I 
intend to exhibit a moſt ſublime Pantomime in 
the modern taſte; but far more oſt entatious in its 


feats of ACUTItY © its ane gecointipes opener 
"Monitors. ©: > 755 ; 


91 have choſen for my object he fable of Her- 
eulen. It is ſtrange that this ſtory, which ſo 
greatly recommends itſelf by its incredibility, 


| hould have hitherto eſcaped the ſearch of thols 


ru WANDERING PATENTEE. - Ig, 


| penetrating geniuſſes, who have rummaged not 
only the legends of antiquity, but the fictions „ 
fairy tales, and little hiſtory-books for children, 
to ſupply them with materials for Perſeus and 
Andromeda, Dr. Fauſtus, 95 Mah, Sc. In 
ſhall call my entertainment Py heb name of 6 Hare, 
lequin Hercules. 

« In the original ſtory, as a N to his 5 
victories, we are, told that Hercules ſtrangled two 
ſcrpents in the cradle: :: I ſhall therefore open with . 
this circumſtance; and have prepared a couple of 
paſte · board ſerpents of an enormous length with 
internal ſprings and movements for their contor- 
tions, which, I dare ſay, will far exceed that moſt 

aſtoniſhing. ons in 55. Orpheus and Eurydice:” | 
Any of the common ſized particoloured gentry, 
that have learned to. whimper and whine; after 


being hatched. in the egg in. © The Rape of : Profer- ' 
pine,” may ſerve for this ſcene: But as the man 


Hereules muſt be ſuppoſed to be of a preternatu- 
ral bulk, the modern Coloſſus has practiſed the tip- 
toe ſtep and tripping air for the enſuing parts. 
Inſtead of a ſword of lath, I ſhall arm him, in 
conformity to t ee, with A; YO n 5 
club. 5 
„ The Arlt e as 3 are 1 is as. 
killing the Nemæan Lion, who, in imitation of 
ſo "uy e thall drop: bre an eee moon. 
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We have been long accuſtomed to achhlire lions 
upon the ſtage, but I ſhall vaſtly improve upon 


this, by making our conqueror flea him upon the 
| ſpot, and cloke himſelf with the ſkin © I have, 
therefore, got a tawny=coloured hide made of 
coarſe ſerge, with the ears, mane, and tip of the 


tail properly bufhed out with brown worſted. 
Next to this is the deſtruction of the Hydra, 


u terrible ſerpent with ſeven heads; and as two 


were ſaid to ſprout up again in the place of every 
one that was cut off, I deſign by the art of my 


| machinery to-exhibit à ſucceſſive regeneration: of 
double heads, till a hundred or more are prepared 
„ toe" knocked off by one"ſtroke of the aforefaid 
cork club. 


. have a beautiful; crab wild boar of E ry- 
mann for the third labour, which (as Harle- 
quin is to carry it off the ſtage upon his ſhoulders) 


has nothing in its _ "but a er mb of tow, ate | 
a little boy Wo is to manage its motionsg to let 
down the wire jaw; or + vine the wooden ins ; 
and though I could rather wiſh he were able to 


grunt and growl, yet as that is impoſſible, I have 
taught the urchin to ſqueak prodigiouſly like a pig. 
„„The fourth labour, is catcKing the hind of 
Mznalus hills, whoſe feet were of braſs and herns 


of gold, I fear I muſt omit, becauſe I cannot 


break any common buck to run flow enough. 


But he is next to drive away thoſe enormous birds 


of StymphaJus'slake, whichwereof ſuchprodigious 
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vigneſs, that then intercepted the light with . | 
wings, and took up whole men as their prey; I i 
have got a flock of them formed of leather co- - 
vered with ravens' feathers :, They are a little un- 
wieldy,[ mult confeſs, but Lhave dif poſed: my wires. 
4 ſo as to play them about tolerably well, and make 

i them flap out the candles; and two of the 8 
are to gulp down the grenadiers ſtationed at each 

. door of the ſtage, with their caps, muſquets, ba- : 
yonets, and all their accoutrements*, - 

« The fixth labour is an engagement with the 
Amazons; 3 to repreſent whom, I have hired all 
the wonderful tall men and women, that have been 
lately exhibited in this town. The part of Hy- 
polita their queen is to be played by the female 
Sampſon, who, after the company has been amazed 
with the vaſt proofs. of her ſtrength, is to be - 
fairly flung i in a wreſtling! bout. by our invincible - 
Harlequin. Na 

« I ſhall then lens you with 3 2 8 of © 
the Augzan ſtable, where you will have an ar- 
rangement of ſeven or eight cows” hides ſtuffed . 
with ſtraw, . which. the fancy s eye may as eaſily - 
multiply : into a thouſand, as in a tragedy-battle it 
has been uſed to do half a dozen ſcene-ſhifters 
into an army. Hercules's 8 method of cleanſing i 

1. BW this ſtable is well known; I ſhall therefore let - 0 


* It was the conſtant cuſtom, till within the laſt twenty 
years, to have guards to "ou at the frontiſpiece during the. = | 
us If »tole performance. | 5 
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looſe a whole river. of pewter to glitter 7 9 the 


- ſtage, far ſurpaſſing any little clinking caſcade of 
tin, that the playhouſe or Vauxhall can boaſt of. 
t As he is next to ſeize upon a bull breathing 1 — 

out fire and flames, I had prepared one accord- | 

ingly, with the palate and noſtrils properly loaded | 
with wild-fire and other combuſtibles; but by 


the unſkilfulneſs of the fellow incloſed i in it, while 


he as rehearſing the bull's part, the head took fire, 


Which ſpread to the carcaſe, and the fool nar- 


rowly eſcaped ſuffering the torment of Phalaris. 


This accident I have now guarded againſt, by 


having lined the roof and 5 ag with thin plates of | 


ET, 


painted 1 iron. 


«To perſonate Geryon, ER had aged 8 : 
I have contrived to tie three men together back 
to back (one of them the : famous Negro who ſwings 
about his arms in every direction) and theſe will 
make full as groteſque a figure as the man with 
_ the double maſk. As Harlequin for his eighth la- 
bour is to deliver this triple- form- monſter to be 
devoured by his cannibal oxen, I ſhall here exhi- 


bit the noted ox with fox legs, and tauo bellies; and 


as Diomede mult be ſerved up in the ſame man- 
ner as a meal for his fleſheating horſes, this will 
furniſh me with a good pretext for e 


the beauti ful panther mare. 


e After theſe, 1 ſhall tranſport you to er. 
chard of the e where FINE will feaſt . | 


2. 


- v- ö 


ght with the gr 


dable than his orga Oy s in 6e ae | 
Doctor Fauſtus. 3 


his twelve capital enterpriſes, though I purpoſe to 


Mount Caucaſus to untie Prometheus, whoſe 


as I am reſolyed, that my vulture ſhall vie in bulk, 


THE W ANDERING: PATENTEE 8 1 3 5 . 
reen paper trees and gilt apples. 
I have bought up the old copper dragon of Want - 
ley, as a guard to this forbidden fruit; 3 and when 


he is new burniſhed, and his tail ſomewhat 
lengthened, his aſpect will be much more formi- 


* 


But the full diſplay i my. art 1 sette for ; 
the laſt labour, the deſcent e the a en | 
into Hell.. 5 

« Thus have I brou Fer my Hercules through ; 


touch upon ſome other of the Grecian hero's 
achievements. I ſhall make him kill Cacus, te 
three-headed. robber, and ſhall carry him to 8 


liver was continually preyed upon by a vulture. 
This laſt mentioned incident I cannot paſs over, . . 


beauty, and 1 Rn 65 ſo-much-opplauded © 

fupendous rich. - 
« 'The whole piece will: actias? with Harle- 5 

quin in a bloody ſhirt; ſkipping, writhing, and 


rolling, and at length expiring, to the irregular | 
motions of the fiddle-ſtick; tho', if any of the 


fire-offices will inſure the houſe, he ſhall mount = 

the kindled pile, and be burned to > aſhes i in the: 5 5 
preſence of the whole audience. 5 
G 6. 


* 


5. 


. a ans ee 


= Garden. 
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6 tea bein ee informing you, "i i 
I have made an uncommon proviſion for the ne- 


ceſſary embelliſhments of ſinging and dancing. y 


The Amazons with their gilt-leather breaſt- 


plates and helmets, their tin-pointed' ſpears and 


looking-glaſs ſhields, ſhall give you the Pyr- 
rhic dance to a preamble on the kettle-drums ; 
and at Omphale's court, after Hercules has re- 
ſigned his club, to celebrate her triumph, I ſhall 


introduce a grand dance of diſtaffs,. in emulation 
of the vitches dance f broomflicks. I ſhall therefore, 
I hope, find a place ſome where in this piece, as 


I cannot now have the wire- dancer to We on 


0 LUN Tertius.” | 


It is 8 ie to 3 that the fan- 
Wie pantomime of “Hercules and Omphale, 
here related in 1752-3, is in actual performance 
at Covent-Garden Theatre in December 1794. 

As I have been ſpeaking of pantomime 1 for and 


FE: 3 myſelf, to divert my companion with 


antics, as well as my poor abilities will admit, 
I have accidentally caſt my eye over a London 
Morning print (* The Morning Herald, Nov. 17, 


1794s”). in the which is advertiſed, in great 5 
well as {mall letters „ with all proper diſtinctions | 


-* Maddocks, the wire: daneery w was «ten engaged at Covent- | 
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of painters, ſpangle-patchers, Ge. all in moſt 


pompous graduate proceſſion, with a full and trut 
account (fit indeed for a hawker only) of the 
New Spectaele Dance at Covent-Garden Theatre 
of © HercuLEs AND OmPHALE,” produced in 
that theatre Nov. 1794. After this never let the 
London Green- Room, proud lords, and well- fed 
aldermen, ſneer at Mr. Stephen Kemble's bills 
at Edinburgh, or at good Mr. Cawdell's long 
hiſtory in each day's hand- bill, of the pathetic 
parting of lovers, the bloody battles, the comical 
incidents, or the needful information that 4 Mrs. 
« Betty is a comical chambermaid; Ranger a 
Temple rake; Clodpole a country farmer; Jane 
« Shore a penitent, &c.” And indeed what I have 
often held as degrading to Mr. Cawdell's real ; 
underſtanding (and genius that ought to have 
been e ede at eee 19. As: if 


999 
* n 
— 


eltieuntien ef the company, dur eee 
terial degree; indeed ſo much ſo, that the beſt 
diving bell cannot afford means to give the ap- 
pearance of credit” or glare to the reader as to 
raiſing up, but rather ſinles down deeper. But 1 
muſt deelare that for a royal London bill, the 
manufacturer of their daily fare, may defy ſuperi- 
ority or dextetity in that accompliſhment, from 
Bartholomew Jubilee in September, to any barn + 
or play-houſe' throughout the three kingdoms; or 
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from the days Theſpis rode in his cart to the 
Preſent hour, though there may have been ſome 


more ludicrous, ignorant, and contemptible, yet 


certainly none ſo pompous and ſublime; for it 
touches the very heavens to ſecure the heads of 
the galleries, rather than fail at the being ſhort as 

to the ſmalleſt particle of outdoing all outdoings. 


And though London is a famous city, yet it is 
poſſible all poor folks in the country may not have 
been ſo /arned, and by ſeeing the ſpecimen be 
induced to viſit London towyn, to ſee all this fine 


raree- new; I conſequently cannot reſiſt giving 
a copy of the bill to illuſtrate my augen and. 
| ne tons 1 
dg not; mean to * 3 3 5 
chat province does not become me: But good God! 
it is a dangerous innovation and a bad example. 
Why may not ſo magnificent, ſo expenſive, ſo 
delightful a ſpectacle (with decent puff introdue- 
tion) ſpeak unanſwerably for itſelf, as none could 
with reaſon contradid or den the ee bs, 


liberal intentions. 


Comparatively ſpanking 11 never met rich any 


1 antomimetheat rical rage equal to the one of 


Harlequin Sorcerer, the ſpring 1752 and 53: Vet 
ſo far from being helped by a puffed play- bill, not a 
ſtory more was announced (as my bills prove) 
but merely « Harlequin Sorcerer,” not a ſingle. 
Character 9 fame was ſufficient. I. 
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the New School requires more f ate 45 I can 
only ſay I am very ſorry for it, as it 1s, I fear, too 
certain a prognoſtic we are not in a riſing, but a 
falling ſtate. And I. pray God moſt fervently, 
[ may be as wrong a8 my own wiſhes and my 
reader may conjecture I am; for nothing but 
neceſſity can warrant. an introduction of that 
which (for the true dignity of the drama) ſhould 
not be warranted, but univerſally exploded. This 
has led my airy ſpirit to ſuppoſe that Doctor 
Johnſon's ghoſt, or his animadverſiong, as to the 
power of pantomime, in his letter before recited, 
was a prophecy equal to the ſuperſtitious Francis 
Moor's Almanac. 

What will a country reader — who does not 
read a London theatrical newſpaper, when I aver, 
that, to my aſtoniſhment, there is another of 
Covent-Garden theatre for December 26, 1794, 
more potent than the following; which, for the 
8 ſake of playbill-amateurs,. deſerves preſervation, _ 
b and ſhall be inſerted at the end of this volume. .. 
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WES "gs BILL. | 


JJV 
Cheema, Cobent - Garden. 0 
F219 EVENIN OC DEC. 4, 1794. 
5 A FAIR PENITENT.. 
5 8 8 855 Sciolto, Mr. FARREN T 55 21 
L.oothario, Mr. HOLMAN.“ 
| Altamont, Mr. MIDDLETON.. 
„ Roſſano, Mr. CLAREMONT. 
And Horatio, Mr. POPE. 
1 Miſs CHAPMAN. 
Lucilla, Miſs HOPKINS: 
And Caliſta, Miſs WALLIS: 


2 


After which, Be the firſt time, A New Cond 8 5 
ppectacle, in two parts, called 3 | 
© © HERCULES AND OMPHALE. 

: fs Compoſed by Mr. BYRN.. 
The Muſic, partly new, by Mr. Shield; and partly 
ſelected from Haydn, Mazzinghi, Gluck, Baumgarten, 
AGretry, Martini, Dezede, Eloy; Ec. With a Nes Oter- 

ture for a double orcheſtra, compoſed by Mr. Reeve. 


THE STORY. 
The Piece commences with a View of 5 " 
__OMPHALE's PALACE. . | 
; Oraphale, Queen of Lydia, ſeated on her throne, Pl p 


rounded by virgins. —The Prince of Dacia and Myccene had 

| dend e each demanding her hand i in * ; horn 
f Then follows the 5 paſſii 
MAGNIF ICENT ENTRY: of the TWO PRINCES. retur 


ET : ' 


Tu . 7 gi 


| DAefANS. 
Dacian ſoldiers bearing. pears” 
Trophies of armour. _ 


Egyptians bearing preſents... 
Muſicians: 
Dacian Officers with 8 i 5 
The Prince of Dacian, borne in a wht car, anon - 
FA war Res in edmplete armour. 
Niete Officers with ſwords and ies 
Armour Bearers, _ 
Women bearing preſents. 
Numidians with preſents. - 
Martial Muſic. 


_ horſes richly capariſoned. | 
The proceſſion over, a Pyrrhic dance takes place; whew 
thunder 1s heard—Jove's eagle deſcends, bearing a feſtoon, 
with this inſcription, © Hercules is doomed the ſlave of 
omphale. Hercules enters, clothed in the hide of the 
Nemean lion, attended by Tolaus —he offers preſents. to; | 
Omphale—ſhe receives them with tenderneſs—The Princes. 
renew their ſuit, which ſhe reje&s; after which Omphale, 
Hercules, and the Princes retire different ways. Omphale, 
in the abſence of Hercules, orders her: nymphs to e 
for r the chace, 
This i is 1 by _ 
TR CAVE OF CACUS. 
This famous robber (a monſter with three heads) 
had deſolated the adjacent country hearin 8 the ſound of 
horns, lays in wait for his prey the rival Princes are ſeen 
paſſing through the trees—Omphale and her train appear 
returning from the chace The Princes retire and plan to 


„ 7 5 5 2 a % 


The Prince w_ Myccene, drawn in a! 1 enpbed enn by | 
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ſeize her Cacus enters and forces her into the cave the 


Princes, with their Attendants, attempt to ſeize Hercules, 
who, ſor ſome time, defends himſelf againſt their united 
forces; nearly vanquiſhed, he prays to Jupiter, when a 
ſtorm ariſes, thunder, lightening, hail, fire, and maſſy 
ſtones are ſeen to deſcend. Hercules gains the mouth of 
the Cavern, and thus defends himſelf from the Storm and 
his Aſſailants Screams are heard within the Cavern — the 


Prince of Dacia bearing off Omphale, the Prince of My- 1 


cone forces her from him, and, after ſlaying the Prince 
of Dacia, eſcapes with his conqueſt—the Tempeſt ceaſes — 
Hercules and Cacus come from the Cave, a Combat en- 
ſues, in which Hercules vanquiſhes the Robber—He then 
purſues the Prince of Myccene, and is. informed by Tolus 
that Omphale is ſhut up in the city of Mycene.—Cata. 

pultas, Battering Rams, &c. are INE, 5 the Scens 

changes to the. OE 


TOWN AND FORTIFICATIONS or MYCOENE. | 


Hercules at the head of his Army, ſummons 1 it to bur. 


render —the Princelbrings Omphale on the Battlements 
bound in chains. — The Battering Ram and all the Imple- 
ments of War are brought in action againſt the city—the 
| beſieged defend themſelves by hurling huge ſtones on the 
heads of their Aſſailants.— The Soldiers form the Tor- 


toiſe back with their ſhields, by which Hercules mounts 


the walls—his Army enter the city with Firebrands— 
Hercules bears away the gates upon his ſnoulders—the 
City is ſeen in flames — Hercules purſues the Prince to the 


ſummit of a mountain, ſeizes and daſhes him into the 


ſeam—He releaſes. 1 and bears her off in Ne 


— 


- FF IMS : 
: 3 n 


ae e PART II. i 
A MAGNIFICENT HALL in OMPHALE's PALACE. EN 
Hercules enters with Omphale, fatigued with the toils 


of battle; ſhe leaving him to repoſe—when aſleep, Om- 
phale returns, and kneeling to a ſtatue of Cupid, the 
Figure receives animation—She implores him to inſpire 
the breaſt of Hercules with Love—Cupid changes the 


Club of Hercules for a Shepherd's. Crook, his Arrows to 


Wreathes of Roſes—Cupid calls on the Pleaſures=theig 
train jurround the Sofa of Hercules, bearing Vaſes, Me. 
dallions, Baſkets of Flowers, Wieathes of Roſes, &c.— 


They form a groupe—when Cupid brings forth Omphale 
and places her by his 9 then waves his Bow and 
diſcovers | 1 wh = : 
TEE GARDEN OF LoVz, 


In which i uno, attendedby Mercury and Hymen ) SI 


the 1 and clouds diſperſing, diſcover 
| THE TEMPLE OF JUNO. 


Juno joins in hands of Hercules and Omphale, and ordert 


. Hymen to prepare the Marriage ny 
+ +» +2... This is ſucceeded by a grand = 


.. HYMENEAL PROCESSION.. np 


"Four, AMAZONS with Bows, and F Soong Fo : a 1 
Four NYMPHS bearing t two Cornucopias. Res 
Four GIANTS bearing Rocks. 1 


Too WHITE BULLS decorated with Sacrifice. 


Eight PRIESTESSES bearing Inſtruments of aeg £ 


Twelve CHILDREN playing on Lutes, Harps; &c. 
The, ALTAR drawn by White Bulls, richly. decorated, 
| Sixteen Þ PRIESTS of the TEMPLE. of JUNO... 
The HIGH PRIESTS. | 
After which the ceremony eortifion l is interſperſed 
"with * * ns Graces, Lovers, Ke. 


* 


HE WANDERING PATESTERS. 
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3 joins their hands the Cupids crown them with 
| _ . wreaths, and the Piece concludes. 
The e Machinery, Dreſſes, and Decorations a are 
entirely new. 


The 8 . by Mr. Hodgins, Me. -— 


Mr. Phillips, and Mr. A jun. Hg: ey . 

Holegan, Mr. Byrn, &. 

The Preſſes chiefly deſigned by Mr. is Fares 5 
| executed under the direction of Mr. Dick. 


No Money to be returned, 


Thus ; 1 PR BY two. flories, fe” ike 


Mr. Aircaſtle, I muſt delay until I tell another; 


and in order to beguile the time, will ſuppoſ⸗ 
we are travelling on the road to York, 1794, 


and was ſtopped by a little fracas which occurred 


uc laſt week of che ſeaſon before the finiſhing 


ſtroke, as appointed for Mr. Cherry's benefit. 
That gentleman fixed on Shakeſpear's © As 


You Like It.” I ſent the character of Cœlia to 


Mrs. Cherry, which was ſent back with ſenti- 
ments of high diſdain. ' Mr. Cherry obſerved, 
that was Mrs. Wood's prROveRTY ; My argument 
was and is, that no part can be a property; for 
the manager ir 16 be the judge, and poſſeſs the 
power of changing characters as hews tHe per- 
formers to the heſt advantage: For were not that 
caſe to be admitted, an actor or actreſs of the 
ouſt abilities might ade and not have: e 


4 
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done to their merits; Which nothing but the 
univerſally allowed ſuperiority could juftify the 
keeping in poſſeſſion. | "' know it is the language 

of actors, but it is a plan will never be reliſhed 
by-the public in general; for variety is moſt cer- 
tainly pleaſing. But, according to the actor's 
unreaſonable creed, if the good old Mrs. Pitt 
were to play Queen Elizabeth from neceſſity laſt 
year, the would plead that having played the 
part, Mrs. Pope thould not; for it was her pro- 
perty. Indeed it muſt occur in every theatre 
at unlucky periods, that, from che departure . 
principal performer, when a piece is -urgently _ 
wanted, the beſt ſniſt we can make is the only 
way to have it accompliſhed for preſent purpoſe. 
Yet when the proper perfon is engaged, be it 
tragedian or comedian, actor or actreſs, when 
ſuch a play or farce, ſo circumſtanced, is an- 
8 nounced, it is called an injury in the moſt cruel 
to degree, a robbery to wreſt the part from the 
i- perſon whoſe abilities were not equal, but had 
d, ſupplied the part from neceſſity. If that were a 
nt hw, mercy on the pieces ſo violently poſſe ſſed to 
or the 1 injury of talents and performances in general. 
he il Now as to Mr. Cherry, in the altercation juſt 
r- mentioned, when he urged Mrs. Wood's pro- 
1at perty as to Cecelia, in preference to his wife, he 
he forgot two things, one was that (and with every 
ice proper right) he choſe to play Touchfone on his 


Ps no ee, es 


— 
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benefit night, the which was 3 no ol. 


fence according to every rule and practice in 
every theatre; but that aid Touchſtone had been 
7 often played by Mr. Penſon, which gave him of- N 
' fence, (not but that Mr. Penſon had done the e 
ſame by other performers. on His benefit nights, 1 
in ſome other characters) hurt his dignity, and b 
What was worſe, his peace, (ſo tenacious are h 
many actors) without any legal right to complain. d 
But it certainly was a. contradiction to. Mrs. n 
Cherry's conduct, and Mr. Cherry. called her ſt 
lord and maſter; but that is not always the caſe | fe 
in the beſt governed families. When ſpeaking of a 
the circumſtance to Mr. Cherry, he allowed the I 
impropriety of that idea to me; As,” ſays he, © 
te every performer who engages in your theatre, C 
5 muſt know it has been Mr. Wilkinſon's cuſtom 5 
© to engage not only London performers occa- tr 
_ & ſionally, but the principal actors from every lit 
cc theatre, which muſt, as accidents happen, fall W ** 
4 on the actor, the actreſs, or the ſinger in every Fe 
ce denomination.” Now if that was Mr. Cherry's m 
real ſentiments, how could he himſelf ſupport Pe 
Mrs. Cherry's abſurdity, and on her own benefit, an 
and where he ſhewed the example of the practice eq 
not being wrong by his acting the character of th 
Touchſtone, that he knew was in poſſeſſion of di 
Mr. Penſon, the which poſſeſſion gentlemen (and 1 
Bre 


ladies ſtill more ſo) look on as more than nine 


7 7 
. 2 + * . : 
* 4 - . an 
8. —— N : * 
— * 2 '® 1 4 
be ** LY co A 
5 -- 
Fe i * : 2 1 ind 
i — 
” a 4 \ — 2 


parts of the law, and are very watchful, tenaci- 
ous, and brave in defending their ſuppoſed inhe- 
rent right; beſides, an audience is often partial i in 


deſpite of taſte or judgment, in favour of an old 


eſtabliſhed favourite; and if the new encroacher 
does not ſucceed, the old ſtandard tree is a gainer 
by compariſon, and if otherwiſe, the new performer 
has only due juſtice done him as a freſh candi- 


date for public fame. And nothing is more com- 


mon than ladies, as well as the gentlemen, on the 


ſtage, to pleaſe their own fancies when they cater 


for themſelves. The admirers: of Welley never 
admired Whitfield; nor Whitfield's e the 


milky flow of the Weſley. - 


But the little diſpute at arſt 3 to Mrs. 


Cherry s' Celia, from a little heart- burning in- 


creaſed to a general flame. It was truly a thea- 


trical influenza: For Mr. Cherry had thrown a 
little tragic pantomime together. I term it tragic, 


as part of it was taken from the horrible part of 
Ferdinand Count Fathom. I ſent an old Necro- 
mantic witch (at Mr. Cherry's requeſt) to Mr. 
Penſon; that gentleman refuſed the acceptance, 
and in the moſt poſitive terms refuſed, without 
equivocation or explanation, (for under the roſe 
there not only ſubſiſted a jealouſy, and fixed 
diſlike, but a Penſon party and a Cherry party) 
and he would not be an old witch to aſſiſt his 


zrother-like comedian; urging as a ſecond reaſon 


1 1 WANDERING PATENTEE. 247 5 


* 
* I 
. 4 - 2 
— — a way e. * An = s 7 
eee eee r FIR. — 
— * tg Pr eres Py — * ——— 2=-2 yes 
— 2 
1 — Y — Letra 


Ee EE 


” 04 — —-—-— Yr SEL POO Ns — hy 
— - me 4 — png 2 — — 
. 2 — r 9 
I 5 N ” 


1 
| 
+380 
? Le 4 
. FRY 
. Ty 
is 
+0 
+6 
134 
1 
1 
LITER 
14K} 
. 
1 
1 : 
k ; 38: 6 
1 
l 
1 
Ci 
4 
I 


— 
— — ee D *: — 
— r * IE OT " 3 —— ” 
2 te a Hs = 


DE RV Fa te =" cis a 
2 + — >, 
BI 


IS tat; 
D ———— 


— 
TS Ne ten og Wl re oe * obs 


2 

5 
J 

0 ö 

4 
. 
EP” + 
$ 4 


148 
to. his i hy he could not in „ of 


conſcience give a helping hand to Mr. Cherry, : 
who had acted ſo very ungentlemanlike as to by 
violently ſeize his property of Toucaſtone, and by ” 
{ſuch means throw him on the back-ground. I 2 
then had a reſource tor the old lady's being ac- 
cepted by Mr. Michell, whom I knew to be at- 5 
tached to the Cherry intereſt; but there I was 85 
miſtaken, for pride got the better of the then F 
lubſiſting friendſhip, as I received a note from ” 
Mr. Michell, the purport of which was, that, not- 5 
withſtanding he acknowledged every regard for 1. 
Mr. Cherry, yet he had undergone the difagree- : 
able and ſevere taſk of too many diſagreeable cha- uy 
raters, to think of adding to that irkſome taſk. M : 
As to whatever miſchief Old Margery might oc- i 
* cafion, he could not accept her—Not as having a 1 
0 diſlike to the part, but becauſe ſhe had been PH 
publicly refuſed by a gentleman of the theatre“ MW ©2 
And concluded his note with being very faceti- det 
_ ous and witty with me, his manager, on the occa- bet 
ſion. Mr. Brown next refuſed being appointed as , 2 
17 


a General in chief, becauſe he had farmerly.jerked 
lightly over the boards as a Harlequin. Mr. W ma 
Cherry choſe Harlequin (in his ozun piece) there- ple: 
fore Mr. Brown was not wanted. Indeed I began the 
to think I had not authority to have the Harle- clai 
quinade done by any means within my power in cor 
the juriſdiction of the theatre; forif no one lady The 
or gentleman 1 in the e will aſſiſt on an emer- ſud, 


5 ; 
% 


ru WANDERING PATENTEE. 149 


geney, Hed is a ſubverſion of all theatrical rule 
of government, - However at laſt Mr. Southgate 
very good naturedly, to ſtop public clamour, and 
to oblige me and Mr. Cherry, undertook to appear 
as the old woman with her claſp-knife, in the ſaid 
mentioned performance of © Harlequin Ship- 
wrecked.” Theſe repeated peremptory, nay, I 
may ſay, inſolent refuſals, without being accom- 
panied with ſenſe, good manners, or any degree 
of conciliation either to accommodate the public, 
the manager, or their own mutual intereſt, added 
I may ſay, to an almoſt combined inveteracy and 
intended rebellion. The only point in my favour 
was, that the troop ſeparated into two diviſions, 
but both, in fact, againſt all power, as to the ma- 
nager; for of that ineſtimable bleſſing I was de- 
prived. The natural conſequence was, that as 
conciliation was vain, and all my command evi- 
dently fruitleſs, I declared i in terrorem, that I had 
better diſband my regiment of royal forces in 
June, and not play until the races in Auguſt, 
d 1794. This hint, inſtead of pacifying, occaſioned | 
. W manifeſtoes of an univerſal diſmiſſion, to the 
e- pleaſing ſound of the ringing of tavern bells, till 
an their cords gave way, in order to publicly pro- 
e. claim the ill uſage which the truly undiſciplined 
in corps underwent from their faithleſs commander. 
dy The hearers were aſtoniſhed and alarmed at the _ 
-j- MW ſudden unexpe cdedloſs of their Havourite Aach 
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| | Faithful ſervants of the theatre were all diſ- 


#4 
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and acrimony from many of courſe, attended the 
cruel conduct of me the unfortunate manager. 
Not but had it been really ſo, I have known many 
| advantages, by diſbanding and recruiting again, 
as the favourites of the public, and the good and 
faithful adherents to their manager, are not pre- 
vented from again enliſting for the good of pub- 
lic ſervice; conſequently, ſuch as were faithful 
and worthy, would of courſe be again received 
with ſmiles moſt favourable, and courteous be- 
nignity. But, joking apart, the report Was 
circulated with increaſing circumſtances at Hull 
and at York, that an univerſal diſmiſſion of 
the ſound and true, the faithful and the un- 


charged to better their fortune as other folks do. 
And as that related incident or tale has at laſt fi- 
niſhed, thanks to the gods! and to my fellow- 
traveller's patience, we will imagine ourſelves j uſt 
alighted on acold night, at Vork, Saturday, Feb. 8, 
1794, when he theatre opened with © Know 
your own Mind,” and © Inkle and Yarico;” alſo 
the arrival of my eldeſt born, John Fo/eph Tate 

Wilkinſon, wedded' and bedded to Miſs Reynolds 

(whom I have before mentioned), he therefore 
leaveth his father and mother, and cleaveth unto 

his wife: So God ſpeed the plough, and may they 
receive and deſerve the public protection is un- 
doubtedly my natural and dutiful wiſh. He is 


* 


— 


not likely to have his time engaged with eb 


to ſign leaſes, if he was, I ſhould lament my own 
ſtupidity in conſenting | to the glaring abſurdity of 


giving three Chriſtian names, as one anſwers every 


purpole, and the other liable to perpetual errors 
and diſagreeable circumſtances. - I ſhould ima- 


gine a copy of a writ would not ſtand good 


againſt him, nor would his will be permanent 
unleſs ſigned at full. I have mentioned this as a 
hint to thoſe who are bleſſed with affluence, not 
from any ſelf-conceited ſagacity. 


The company at York was the ſame as at Hull, | 


Mr. Wewitzer excepted, who on his road to 
Edinburgh, acted one night, the firſt week in 
March, Shadrach the Jew, in * The Young 
Quaker,” and Bagatelle in * The Poor Soldier.” 


Mr. Wewitzer's merits in ſuch characters, are fo 


well known and eſtabliſhed, that it is needleſs to 
make any remarks; but I will venture to hint, 
that his ſtrict attention to nature, prevents his 
giving a little higher colouring, with a ſtronger 


twang of the foreigner—For, as Hamlet ſays, | 


« Be not too tame neither.” 

« My Grandmother” was produced, 30 well 
acted at York, Saturday, March 15, and well ap- 
proved z—alſo % Heigh | Ho! for a Huſband,” 


but not by any means ſanctioned. Indeed very 


few new pieces from London ſucceed at York, 
unleſs ſuch as have a particular ſtamp of fixed 
H 2 
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„ Love's Frailties“ was not. 5 


from Mr. Woodfall. 


152 THE WANDERING PATENTEE. 


London fins: 1 55 Sprigs of Laurel“ was lucky, 


On Tueſday, March 20, came {fot Miſs 


Hannan BRAND, with credentials in her hand, | 
Perhaps there is not any 


character, as a romantic ſtage-ſtruck princeſs, 


| poſſeſſes a more extraordinary ſet of contradictory 
| paſſions, than the ſaid lady, Miſs Hannah Brand. 


She is very ſenſible, but too learned. She knows 


herſelf to be an aAreſs of ſuch ſterling worth, 


that every bar to her ſucceſs is created from the 
envy, I fear, of Mrs. Siddons, and that of all the 


Kembles; and from their intereſts, every mana- 


ger in the kingdom of Great Britain is a deter- 
mined enemy. She values herſelf at not holding 


up her train as her conſtant uſe of large drawing- 
rooms, and a frequent habit of brilliant aſſembles, 
prevents ſuch trifles ever to occur as neceſſary. 


A tolerable room looks very inſignificant, from 
the always living in thoſe of expanſe as to width, 
length, and heighth. Fielding's works are not 


' deſerving the peruſal; they cannot be termed 
poetry, but if they are, it can only be admitted 


as of the loweſt kind, and as the very dregs of 
verſe: No! when ſhe has a mind to be enter- 
tained with works of humour, ſhe has recourſe 
to certain entertainment in the Latin authors, in 


their original purity of language; it is there only, 
that ſhe finds ample field for comic entertain- 


— 


ment. Ma" ſenſible perfon ſurely ever ſat to ſee a 
| farce; it was not only a loſs of time, but degrad- 


| Grandmother” at York, to gratify her curioſity 


with reſumed gravity, I aſſured her, the gods had. 


Hy preſerving her. a ſhe ne . 
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ws 


ing to taſte; ſhe never murdered time in that 
manner but once, and that was to ſee © My 


— 


as A compliment to Mrs. John Wilkinſon, _ - 5 


My ſon, caſually aſking her what farce ſhe 
would approve for her benefit, after a ſolemn 


grand pauſe, ſhe ſaid, “ Why, Sir, ſhould 
« ] ſtrike the anvil of my brain, when there is 
60 nothing to hammer out.“ She ſent me a note 
one morning, that contained rather, 1 thought, an 
abſurd expreſſion as to correctneſs, which I men- 
tioned to her, when ſhe erected her chelt with _ 
infinite majeſty, and aid, « Mr. Wil-kin-ſon, - 
« had I wrote that note to Mrs. Wil-kin-ſon, . 
« had not been ſo preciſely exact as to gram- 
e matical points, but when I conſidered that I. 
« was addreſſing a claſſical gentleman, I Judged | 

e it obviouſly neceſſary to be careful of any un- 

* guarded flip; for if you would. attentively re- 
© peruſe the note, you will quickly perceive that 
e the line alluded to was appertaining to the- 
e plural not the < ngular number. I could not 
refrain a burſt of immoderate laughter; z but as 
ſoon as my breath recovered, and gave me leave, 
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herſelf to be much ſurpriſed, as ſhe underſtood 


me to be an author as well as herſelf, « True, 
© madam : There cannot be a ſtronger proof of 
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© my incoherence and little knowledge, than the 
ce circumſtance to which you allude to all my 


connections, and all thoſe who have never 
e praiſed or complimented my knowledge, and 

sin particular my writing; but ſince I had fa- 
e voured the world with my publications, I had 
4 perfectly ſatisfied ſtrangers, and indeed every 
d one who peruſed thoſe books were fully con- 
e vinced as to my grammatic excellence; but 

ce if I expoſed myſelf in that point as deficient, if 


& I could here and there occaſion any one reader 
eto unbend their muſcles to laugh or to cry, and 


d excite their feelings, I received it as the higheſt 
Ob compliment, and thought myſelf highly ho- 


©& noured and gratiſied, notwithſtanding any ex- 


„ poſure, as to the lack of heaven- born ſcience,” 

„Well,“ ſays Mrs. Hannah, * it is wonderful not 
© to converſe with the ancients, the Italians, 
French, Latin and the Greek authors, all which 
„J can read, perfectly underſtand, and ſpeak 


fluently :? When immediately ſhe could not 


'Þ inſtantly recollect whether a word ſhe had juſt 


then pronounced-was from any expreſſion of the 


| Greeks or the Romans; and quoted a line of 


each to aſcertain to which it venues tos the 


«c 


( 


6 


th. 


olc 
Cal 


ha 


att 
the 
the 
the 
ful 


THE WANDERING PATENTEE... I 55, - 


which tent reminded. me. of the Mock 
Doctor, who ſays, | 
What, Sir, don't vou dere Latin! FLY 

O dear Sir, no, not in the ie 

Gregory. Propria que marrbus tribuunter, . 
e maſcula dicas, ut ſunt, divorum. Mato pore = 
„ chus, Apollo, virorum.” ' 2 

Sir Simon. ba Ah! . d I. 2 my ſtu- | | 
« dies.“ : 

(Mr. J. Kemble La neat mode of correing E 
another, when either. from inadvertency or want. 
knowledge a. word. is not. ſpoke. properly. it +. 
was to ſay, “ I ſhould have been with you ſooner. 
but the fog has-made it ſo sLieey, I was fearful of 
falling”? he would continue opening his oyſter, 
and mutter once or twice, © SLIPPERY.” 7 

A lady of rank aſſured me that ſhe ſat 3 in a box 
where Mrs. Hannah was in the row behind, at 
the Opera Houſe or the Play Houſe, I do not re- 
collect which, where ſhe was accoutred in an 
old-faſhioned jacket, with deep flaps (as all Vork 
can remember, and teſtify the . ſaid remarkable 
habit) with a tremendous long boſom-frill, over 
which the right-hand was plunged, and in a fixed . 
attitude ſhe continued penſivly ſuperior from 
the beginning of the evening's entertainment to 
the finale. She ſeldom went or came from the 
theatre at Vork but i in a chair, ſo dreadfully fear- 
ful was hei in that qu city of the inſulter, man. 


+. 
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At the time the was at Vork were the „ 
Aſſizes, and in the laſt ſeaſon, March, 1794, there 
were more carriages than I have remembered for 


Tome years; ſo many, that at noon it really bore { 


a little reſemblance of the ſtreets near Groſvenor- 
Square, but as a proof of home partiality (Han- 
nah being of Norfolk breed), I aſked her if ſhe 


did not like the flirting of the various carriages 


at York at that particular time? She ſaid, “ Ves; 
“ ſhe certainly thought there was an appearence 
of much and elegant company, byt, when ſne 


5 8 allowed that circumſtance, beggꝰ Hue to la- 


& ment her not being at Norwich; and implored 


cc leave to obſ-rve, that being accuſtomed to Nor- 
& folk, where ſhe received the daily pleaſure of 


c viewing horſes of the higheſt breed, health, 


cc and condition, it was deplorable ar York, not 
&© to ſee any one carriage with decent cattle.” 


© Why, ſurely, Miſs Brand, you are not ſerious?” 
Indeed, Mr. Wil-kin-ſon, I am.” „Why, Ma- 


cc dam, you certainly cannot be ignorant, that in 


& the breed of horſes and grooms, Yorkſhire is 
« univerſally known and allowed to be the fore- 
© moſt county in the kingdom.” She ſaid ſhe 
would not contradict me, but it was the firſt timeſhe 


Eder heard it averred that Yorkſhire was remark- 


able for races, grooms, or horſes ! A certain in- 


ſtance that her knowledge, not only i in that point, 
but many others, Was more in the vortex . her 
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; Pan than in the real experience. Her dreſſes 
were more than good, and her linen fine, they 
would not have diſgraced a drawing-room on the 
royal birth-day, but they were all romantic; and 5 
either in the ſtreet or the room, ſhe wanted only 
a ſpear.and ſhield, to have awed the wondering 
beholders. with her grand and es portly . 
bearing. . 

It is no more „ RES true, thing- 
Miſs Brand's dialect was as provincial, - as if her 
education had been utterly . neglected: For in- 
ſtance (one as good as a hundred) I might re- 
ceive your whole a/tate inſtead of tate, &c. 
arkangel.archangel, as the arch of a bridge. Her 
dreſſes on the ſtage I have mentioned as elegant, 
but all the effect was loſt, owing to her wearing 
ſtays: not of the neu but the old faſhion, which 
barriers defended her charms from all unhallowed 
eyes: For at preſent all beholders need not want 
a: peep but look full and be perfectly ſatisfied 
whether the view will cauſe many bidders. But 
Hannah Brand would not unveil her beauties 
even to the chaſte Diana; therefore ſhe, with 
well bound bone, forbid all acceſs. Her breaſt- 
works, and all her works were well defended - 
againſt all aſſailants; Jſhe might enter the liſts 
with a ſiſterhood of nuns, or a Methodiſt's love- 
| feaſt, fearleſs and undiſmayed. - Troy was not 

more impregnable within her . her bulwwarks, 7 
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and her gates of braſs, than was the fearleſs 


Hannah, unleſs indeed that fair heroine was aſ- 
failed with laviſh praiſes on her play or her acting, 
and then the gods (to whom ſhe would appeal) 
have mercy on her, for on that theme ſhe would 
be as vulnerable, as the invulnerable Prince Achil- 


les] was in his heel. It is no more than ſtrictly 
true when I aver, that her generoſity was bound- 


leſs, as ſhe would (like Sheva the Jew) ſtint her 


appetite to pamper her affections, and live bn a 
cruſt to gratify others, to e me! wan. ge 8 
ſelf in the leaſt obliged. TY EG ly 2; 

I know two or three rentals as tte ry 


inſtances. Her firſt appearance in Lady Townly, 


ſo far from being well received, met with rude 
marks of diſguſtful behaviour, and that from 


ladies who did not add by ſuch demeanour ad- 


dition to their politeneſs or good underſtanding; 


but I muſt grant that Hannah's Lady Townly, 
was too formal for the ſchool of gaiety in 1794. 
Fler play of © Agmunda” was acted the laſt night 


in the ſeaſon, May 21, 1794. 80 tenacious was 
ſhe of ſuch her invaluable treaſure being pur- 


loined, that ſhe would not ſuffer the originial 


Drury-Lane manuſcript to be in the dangerous 
prompter's hands, but wrote out an entire copy 
herſelf, actually without one line of her own 


part being inſerted, as a certain ſafeguard to her 
| Propeker for on that ſhe eee ei a 


S * L 
7 7 23 n 
1 
8 - 
= 
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ſteady hand. At the end 5 an act ſhe found 
the altar-table too high, and exclaimed, « If the 


66 theatre were to fall in one momentous cruſh, 


* the would not begin unleſs it was more ad- 


« vanced; and with great compoſure at the 
end of the fourth act, with the moſt dignified ſo- 
lemnity, aſſured Mr. Earby (the prompter) ve That 
cc ſhe would not proceed in her buſineſs unleſs he, 


«firſt, aſſured her ſhe might depend ihe WO 


65 FLOURISHES previous to her entrance.“ The 


play ended as a comic, not as the tale of woe; 


and certainly as a tragedy, neither was, is, or 
ever will be able to retain a place on the boards. 


I cannot omit noticing, that at the rehearſal, after 
” pauſe of conſiderable length, when all were in 
amazement loſt, ſhe. turned. profoundly round, 
and in blank-verſe tone, ſaid, „ Obſerve, Mr. 


by Warren, I have ſtopped thus long, that you 
cc may remember at 11 all this length of 
nn I Hall be qeeping.” ” 


She engaged after that exploit the laſt ſummer 


at Liverpool, where ſhe treated the audience with 


Caliſta, with much the ſame ſucceſs, I believe, 
as her tragedy met with at York, for which I am 


told ſhe uſhered a complaining publication to he 
inhabitants of Liverpool, relating her injured 


fame not only prejudiced by Mr. Aickin, par by. 5 


4 a7 
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— 


6; e r at Y ork, ue 4 no means merited 


0 ſarcaſtic manner in which ſhe was treated; the 


which, though certainly unkind as ungenerous, 
could only be palliated by the uncommon ſtiffneſs 
of deportment that the Lady Townly by {cuſtom 


had habituated herſelf to. Indeed the /chool for- 


mality ſhe e 1 oy. malt ay. e in- 
. 

One day rapping at my room 1 door; cc Who' - 
there ſays I?” to which ſhe replied as awfully as 
the Ghoſt in Hamlet, © It is Hannah Brand.” 
Now take this lady from her tragedy and her 
acting, and ſhe poſſeſſes many good, ay ſhining 
qualities; that is, ſhe would rather give. than 
take, and does not know ſufficiently how to con- 
tent her mind, with making more than ample re- 


ſtitution for any received civilities. To that ge- 
neroſity of temper ſhe unites a good underſtand- | 
ing, and is certainly worthy of much eſteem as to 
her private character; and I. ſincerely hope that 


the experience ſhe has had, will make her enjoy 


5 with health and comfort, far, ay very far prefe- 


rable to the buffets of the ſtage, unleſs where 
great profits may come home. 
gold in one hand, fame increaſing, friends i in 


plenty, &c. are deſirable bleſſings, and may un- 
dergo the fiery ordeal of the envious with the 


gravity of a ſtateſman, 90 and the e of + * 


r 


— 


For certainly, 
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The faid ſeaſon in York 1794, I took a trip to 
view New Carthage, (as Monſieur Tallien terms 
our London) and there I viewed the New Drury 
Lane Theatre. The conveniences, ſtair-caſes, 


and true elegance of that houſe cannot be queſ- 
tioned; but it is too evident that to build an ele- 


gant conſtruction for the purpoſe no city is equal; 
and if London is not, why the vanity of an En- 
gliſhman informs me, that no other metropolis 
can. For with all the elegancies before the cur- 
tain, I could not perceive the ſtage department, 
as to green- room, dreſſing- rooms, &c. were 
nearly ſo convenient, or even ſo comfortable as 
thoſe of the Old Drury Lane: What time may 
produce is beyond my profound foreſight; but at 
preſent, the ſtreets to and from that theatre are 
very inconvenient, when compared to that charm- 
ing aſylum, in a bad night, the Piazzas of Covent- 


Garden theatre. And though in honour of the 


ſtage, and my true wiſhes for the proſperity of 
my choſen brethren of the ſock and buſkin, I 
could not refrain a prophecying ſigh, that I feared. 
all this very elegant mending might be too heavy 
for the backs of the preſent i ingenious and f. pirited 
proprietors; but if not, I cannot think but leſs 
theatres might have anſwered tlie purpoſe much 
better for the community of the degree root 
ladies i in 2 general o on Ine . | e e 
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It is certain that for ſome particular eſtabliſhed : 


favourite performers, great accumulation of pro- 
fit may proceed, and flow moſt plentifully into. 
Miſs Fortune's lap; but take the company of 
each theatre in a general view, I fear that many 


honeſt perſons of both theatres by the very una- 


voidable heavy charges on a benefit night, . muſt 
ever run the hazard of being a loſer, or under 
the irkſome and degrading neceſſity of taking one 
or more as joint intereſt from the impending. 
dread of the charges, or what is as bad give up any 
idea of a benefit at all: which muſt be a ſevere. 
loſs on many a worthy man and woman, Who. 
have families and credit to maintain. . 
In the year 1759, the charges were only 81. 


60 Ay,” but ſays an obſerver, © the receipts in 
1794-5, are treble to what they were then.” I 
cannot deny that; but I am informed, that in 


„ 


the month of November, when the people from 
„caprice or a thouſand cauſes are not in the hu-. 
mour, there has ſometimes not been more than 


4ol. per night in the houſe : now as the benefits. 


do not in a general routine take place until late in 
the ſeaſon, as for inſtance May and June, the 
proſpect of winter benefits, I fear to many, ay 


many worthy perſons, is not of the moſt , | 


but of the moſt dreary aſpect... 


This is certainly no buſineſs of mine, nor do | 
mean the leaſt intentional flight to the London 
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patentees, quite the contrary. But the thought 
ſtruck me, and a cat may be allowed to look at a 
king; for had I been with either or both at their 
own villas over a bottle of the beſt vintage, 1 
ſhould have uttered the ſame ſentiments, and 
have aſked for knowledge from their better i * 
formed and well-eſtabliſhed: judgments. fre 
When in London, of courſe, I did-not mage 
hearing and ſeeing the BAN TI who made, that 
winter ſeaſon, her firſt appearance in May. I 
could find out ſhe: poſſeſſed infinite merit: and 
hearing the great people ſay ſo much, of courſe 
L was ſwayed to think as every body of ton and 
of the rage thought, for a great deal goes into 
that ſcale, ay more, much more than is allowed or 
than we ourſelves are aware of. I muſt humbly 
hint, that every reſpect was paid me during my 
reſidence in London in 17, which was nearly 
a month 80 God ſave the king. I can declare 
during that period, though I often heard that 
tune univerfally called for at each theatre, and 
conſequently immediately complied with, yet the 
ſong was but once ſung during the whole time 1 
was there, and that was one night when I had the 
honour and pleaſure of ſeeing his Majeſty: and the 
Royal Family at Covent Garden theatre. Cer- 
tainly the mode of dragging the performers with- 
out e on e l ns dan Chlottes?: i a 
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5 diſgrace: to the theatre, and certainly degrading 1 
to the true and proper dignity of that anthem. 
I returned the middle of May from London to 
Tork, though very bilious, and I find it grows ſo 
daily upon me, that the pooreſt peaſant need not 

_ envy my life three days out of fourteen, and 
muſt I think quickly haſten wy” Sf from * 
bourne no traveller returns. 

At York, 1794, Mr. Collins gave 10 Shen - 
twice with great credit as a Performance, and 
with aid to his pocket for the trouble; 06 

M.iſs Bax gave her beſt flouriſh in Agmunda 

ä May 21, 1794, aſſiſted by two from the Promp- 

ter, and we hoiſted ſail, chaiſe, & c. for Leeds. 

The beginning was very good; but, like other 

heroes, the more we advanced the more repulſes 

we met with; and as the hot weather increaſed 
day by day, and week 8205 week, we e more 
deſolate and forlorn. 9 55 x 1 7 45 138 Fe tte ft 

_ Mr. Faywycett came for four W 40 played | 
to very good houſes; He had a Faſhionable and a 

profitable beneſit; and though he interfered very 
ittle with Mr. Cherry's comic buſineſs, &c. he, 

Mr. Cherry, took it ſo childiſbiy to heart, that he 

left me unexpectedly the week following for the 

Dublin theatre, and termed himſelf an igjurel 

man, not without the moſt kind hints of even my 

integrity. I ſhall not pay the compliment to ex- 

e but think . ing Mr. Cherry 1 | 
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did not deſerve: And naturally for fear he ſhould 
inform the world 1 do not write good grammar, 
or ſpell any thing like Engliſh, (which mult be a 
matter of ſurpriſe) I leave Mr. Cherry with wiſh-" 
ing bim the enjoyment of every felicity, and if 
he judges that he treated me like a friend, a ma- 
nager, or with propriety, I am well contented if 
he is ſatisfied, and will never, no never contra- 
dick , 5 1 

It is the undoubted Toaſt o manager «ao £25 
performer to part amicably, as honeſtly ; becauſe ; 
the return may happen, and yet irkſome from 
the being inwardly conſcious of former ill beha- 
viour. But, ſays a Methodiſt, 4 What has 4a 
player to do with conſcience ?” Why I will tell 
him; for, if that ingredient is not neceſſary, 
another is materially ſo, and not in univerſal poſ- 
ſeſſion, and that is honefiy.” Common ſenſe 
and common honeſty are ever ready at command. 
from the tongue, but I fear not always from the 
heart, though certainly honeſty is the only true 
policy. What is truly good would be acceptable 
in heaven, but refuſed admittance in Pluto's do- 
minions, and ſurely may be repeated at the thea- 
tre as a half way houſe between above and be- 
low, and be fully entitled there to a fair hearing, 
and by truth _ credit oops pan ee 
tioj, 

But to oe with my | hiſtory of 1794. In 
July Mr. and Mrs. Brown very fooliſhly left me, 
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| when they might have continued much longer; 
but they were impatient to be out of employment. 
Before Leeds ſeaſon cloſed, Mr. and Mrs, 


| KELLY arrived from Portſmouth. The lady is a. 
daughter of Mr. Collins the Portſmouth manager, 
and poſſeſſes a ſhare of merit: Her vocal powers 


are not extenſive, but are very pleafing and not 


deſtitute of taſte. She 1s very uſeful in the thea- 
tre, and poſſeſſes, what is ſeldom ſeen on any 


. ſtage, an artleſs diſplay of ſimplicity. Her Ree, 
may be men- 
tioned with truth as one inſtance, and her per- 


in: Phe Recruiting Oikcer,” 


formance of The Child of Nature is another. In- 
deed I am better pleaſed when I ſee her act 


Amanthis, than with any performer of higher de- 
gree—for a ſubſtantial. reaſon, which is, that 
ſhe appears to me with leſs art than any actreſs 
I have ſeen ; and I think ſhe would be approved 


in that e e by the moſt ſcrutiniſing critic. 


Mr. Kelly of Drury-Lane, and Mrs. Crouch, 
on the 1oth and 11th of July, on their way to 


Edinburgh, performed at Leeds the characters of 


Lionel and Clariſſa, and of Solyman and Cathe- 
rine in “The Siege of Belgrade.” 
were very indifferent, but the boxes much ſupe- 
rior on the loth to the appearance on the gth, 


which to a Leeds reader muſt appear ſtrange, as 
my boxes are frequently neglected on my benefit 
on the 11th, and the regſon given is, becauſe it 


8 


The houſes 
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is 2 fair night, Why I perſevere is, that I have 
not evenings ſufficient to ſupply the performers," | 
and in ſome degree I am compelled to allot my= 
ſelf that night, as it is too good a chance to give 
away, and I have occaſionally been favoured with 
crowded houſes on that evening; and as to diſ- 
turbances for the two laſt years, inſtead of being 
niſy, they have been as {till and attentive, equal 
to any evening's entertainment produced in the 
courſe of the two laſt ſummer ſeaſons. 
Young Mr. Siddons on his road to Eiverpool 
ated Douglas at Leeds, not only with applauſe 
but a conſiderable portion of ſterling merit, and 
with great promiſe; but ſo amazingly like his 
uncle John, in tone, and manner, that I oftener 
called him Kemble than Siddons. If his ſucceſs, 
from aſſiduity and ſtrength of genius, ſhould be 
equal to my wiſhes, Mr. John Kemble cannot 
die to the ears and eyes of an audience, whilſt 
the youthful Siddons treads the boards' in the 
town or the country. 5 
A difagreement occurred the . <4 of che 
Leeds ſeaſon between me and Mr. Hamerton; 
for which good reaſon we agreed in one point, 
and that was, to part. Mr. Lamaſh had indeed 
been ſoliciting me in the moſt earneſt terms, ex- 
preſſing, — that his life was a torment in che . 
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| TER. . 
Kdinboroh theatre; ; that his whole thowhts and 
- withes were centered in the being with his for- deg 
mer manager Tate Wilkinſon ;. that he was much a tl 
improved in his acting, as in his private conduct, deſc 
which was quite reformed: with every attention moi 
to ceconomy,—his only pleaſure being to improve reac 
in his profeſſion, —but he feared that I was de- ſing 
termined not to receive him. However as Mr. and 
Hamerton was really to leave me, and when thin 
I conſidered Mr. Lamaſh's good acquaintance mul 
with ſtage practice, I did not heſitate to engage deſi 
the reformed Lamaſh, who was to be with me Ml low 
in September at. Doncaſter... That» agreement 
15 e TR” Th 
being as we will ſuppoſe ſettled; we: will leave- 
Mr. Lamaſh at Lancaſter;, where he was then Fw 
playing with the Edinburgh company, and ima- 
'.  gine the Leeds theatre cloſed. on the 4th of Au- Th 
guſt 1794, and open York: theatre on the Mon- = 
day following, when Mr. Incledon performed His 
Young Meadows, &c. His reception was ſuch 
as he merited::. And ſurely to no performer was 
I ever more indebted, for not only his ſucceſs, but 1 
for his unremitted and I may add his very laborious te m 
* endeavours to pleaſe. He played with me at York the! 
races on a-ſecond engagement; he alſo perform- Was 
ed all his principal ſinging characters, at Leeds V 
and at Wakefield, and went on furlough to ticbe mem 
up the ladies at Scarborough and at Harrowgate races 
ſpaws: fo on the whole he to a certainty made a. bor t 


tour of profit and pleaſure in a very uncommon 
degree. He ſhould be termed the HERCULES of 
a theatre, for his toils and labours are far beyond 
deſcription: Inſtead of not doing enough, he did 
more; yet, to my aſtoniſhment, was the next day 
ready for duty. To enumerate his merits as a 
finger, they are ſo univerſally known, allowed, 


and admired, as to render it needleſs: But I 
think he will die like the ſwan, tuning delightful 
muſic ; and as it is neceſſary to prepare for death, 
deſire he will pee Deſdemona's 8 OE of "WI 


low. 


The poor ſoul fat 8 by a „ tree 
bing all a green willow! | 
His hand on his boſom, his head on his knee, 
1 Sing willow, willow, willow : 
4 he freſh ſtreams ran by bim, and murmur'd his moans; 25 
Sing wilow,: e be 
His falt tears fell trom him, and loften'd the tones 3 3 
. willow, &. | 
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to me and Mrs Wilkinſon ; for if I did not read 
the London play-bills, I ſhould have "TINY he 


was dead in reality. |: 
Wakefield {eaſon was full as . as 1 ever re- 


member it. But let me ſhift the ground, for the _ 
races there are gone, I fear, for ever gone: Oh 


for thick ſubſtantial fleep ! What rhubarb, ſenna, 
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or what purgative , will 3 the lament. | 
able thought !—So, if you pleaſe, fellow-travel. | 
ler, we will drown the rememberance, quit Wake- } 
field, and get to Doncaſter races, September I794, 
as quick as poſſible. But really, in my hurry, I 
have left a lady behind, who ſhould have been 
introduced to the reader even at York races; a 
lady well recommended from no leſs a faſhion- 
able place than Bath, a Mrs. JoansoN, led in 
hand by her huſband, a Mr. Johnſon. That lady 
had played all the laſt winter, 1794, at Bath, 
' where ſhe was favourably received, but rather 
too laviſhly recommended; the which ſometimes 
(particularly when the praiſe comes from perſons 
of knowledge) is as dangerous as giving a con- 
trary opinion in the blackeſt hue, —nay worſe,— 
for merit may emerge from obſcurity ; but when 
painted in the higheſt colours, and the traits are 
only faint, it is: more difficult to attain praiſe, be- 
cauſe too much is expected. Daily experience 
proves, that puffs, in all ſorts of theatres, do not 
always anſwer, but meet with cuecks and inſur- 
m ountable rebuifs. -.. 
Mrs. Johnſon poſſeſſes an ain Cw dreſ. 
| bes to great advantage, and has a good portion of 
merit, whether as a ſubject of Melpomene or 
Thalia; and her behaviour is unexceptionable in 
every point, in and out of the theatre, and indeed 
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is luck, chat ow Aer muſt be glad to ſee her 


1 1. 


Mr. Johnſon. 3 is in Jobs 1111 his miſe, like Sir 


Baſhful Conſtant, conſequently is irritable to a 
degree; very angry if Mrs. Johnſon is not ap- 


proved of highly. In the year 1787, the ſaid Mr. 
Johnſon was engaged by me at York, but in a 


pet, from ſome very trivial cauſe, left his engage- : 


ment ſuddenly, and depatriated, at a time I was 


_ abſent from York, and at London. He was not 


perfectly right in his conduct relative to the mov- 
ing ſome ſcenery of mine, with the Little Devil, 


under whoſe banners he had ſuddenly inliſted, 
and to whom I had let the Wakefield and Don- 
caſter theatres. This brought on one of my ele- 
gant epiſtolary altercations, in which 1 believe 1 
ſaid I was by no means a convert to his excellence | 
as an actor; to which he tartly replied, he did 
not know how right 1 might be as to my opi- 5 


nion of his acting, but of this he was certain, he 


ſhould have a contemptible opinion of himſelf in- 
deed, if the worſt character he performed was 
not ſuperior to any part of my Shylock. Now, 


when it came to paſs, in Auguſt 1794, that he 


wanted an engagement for his really well-beloved 
Mrs. Johnſon, he got Mr. Meyler and Mr. Knight 
to proclaim. their merits; but the identical Mr. 


Johnſon was left (even after inquiring) for me to 


gueſs at. So, when Mr. Johnſon came into my 
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i Bur. my epiſtolary incognito, when he, with a Jong, 


1787, would not e 


the lady too much. 


Pee been often told of the late facetious Mr. Foote. 


ities, elegant in perſon, 
her voice moſt captivating, &c. Mr. Foote im- 
__ - mediately affured the gentleman who painted his 


2 — 


that he was impatient to ſee the mortal divinity; 
and aſſured the viſitor, that ſhe might rely on every 


protection and encouragement in his power, to ſe- 
cure her the good opinion of the public The re- 
commender retired, highly pleaſed withſuch a flat- 
tering reception and token of ſucceſs as promiſed to 
attend his petition. But after a departure of ſome 
minutes, the lady's ambaſſador returned in breath- 
leſs haſte to Mr. Foote, begged his pardon for be- 
. Ing ſo troubleſome, 1 had forgot to mention one 


— 


| room in Auguſt laſt; T immediately t | 


"grievous, and melancholy viſage, ſaid, he hoped | 
| his being the Mr. Johnſon who was with me in 
any bar to the ſucceſs of his 
wife in 1794 * to the which I laughingly aſſured 
him, not in the leaſt. And indeed, as the ſtrong- | 
eſt proof, 1 gave more gas than the balloon Would 
carry, and the conſequence was, not ſo good an 
aſcendancy as I e e — mean the Lalling 


This incident put me in wi 5 a Ms which 


A perſon waited-on that gentleman one morning, 
_ defiring tor ecommend a young lady, poſſeſſing | 


picture in ſuch warm, glowing, "and lively colours, 


| by way 0 inference, that if a1 | 
myſelf were to prevent an engagement with a 
good per | 
and if a manager will only engage actors Who 


cefs, We 


mater Tat it penn; whicthtt 
to the fair one's theatrical ö ' What 


ec can that be fays Fo6te, m much furpriſed—— : 
„ Why, Sit; it is neceſſary to inform you, that 
ie the ps, Fry 18 4 Bluc ka moor. 0 e | 
cc mind that * ſays Fe oote;. good buheunsdtg z 


cc fine Granny like a fine horſe, no matter <=47 


« cotour the hide is of“ 80 I may truly ſay, 


rmer, I ſhould be very weak indeed; 


will praiſe him, „ his company will be wondrous 


1 3 


ce 1 


thin. 1 fear Gibbet's marching regiment, in 


Stratag 


r 


Now the reader (mV 


after 


week following took our trip to Pontefract, where, 


be it obſerved, we had niot been, as uſual, in the 
courſe of the fummer, owing to Mit Incledon's 
being at York” aflizes.” The profpect, Abt ns 
As as bad as when tlie Huices are opened, 
purpoſe of inun- 
dation, However, the third arid» laſt week "by - 


on dreallfull reveRtty, For ile 


the help of 'aiplay* patroniſed” by 2 9 
Cavalrytone night, and ny kudying 
e I. I 


Varannte rrawiee. % 
iht, he feared; ite har : 


y fooliſh; joke againſt 


em” (of no more this” RE) . 
would be nearly on art equality. by . 
| Seng 6 com! SH) _ 
Will recollect We had le ft Wakefield for Don 
rates 1794. They were the leaſt attended by all 
| degrees of any autumn J remember. We on the 
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TE berni in Mr. Cutts excellent new come. 
dy, another, brought us up a little, juſt when A 
_ -almoſt overwhelmed z and unleſs relief had come t 
with ſpeed, nothing could have prevented our a- MW i 
lacrity at ſinking. We returned to Doncaſter, e 
but every-thing was cold. The weather was cold, m 

the town and neighbourhood were chilly, the 
theatre was comfortleſs, and myſelf and troop of 
courſe partook univerſally of every uncomfortable | 
- ſenſation. However, with patienee, perſeverance, 
Y and induſtry, the rays of ſunſhine, aided by the 
MM . Graces, in the midſt of that melancholy gloom 
which had unfortunately pervaded, gladdened our 
hearts; and, by the powerful aid of © The Jew” 
two nights, the Yeomanry Cavalry at Doncaſter 
for Meſſrs. Warren and Stephens, Lady Cooke's 
patronage to Mr. Swalwell, Mrs. Childers's kind | 
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EF aſſiſtance to Mrs. Jarman's night, and a bumper 
| | of a theatre, by deſire of the Cavalry at large, 
7 (which. body is very numerous) things were 
| 2 brought to their uſual level, with the help of 
if Mrs. Copley, on Saturday November 8, 17943 
= and the audience, myſelf, and company, all de- 


8 . parted with mutual good wiſhes, and ſmiles beam- 
4 ing from every countenance : a happy reverſe of 
lortune, and a pleaf ng fight ſurely to a manager 
in particular, as a run of bad buſineſs, night after 
might, requires ſome little philoſophy, for fear of 
Aduranct vile; for that is truly a melancholy thought, 


— 


| and gives ſcope for courage and; reflection to meet 


ſuch an encounter, like a third dreadful purga- 
tory for his ſins. But the worſt part of it is, that 


in moſt public diverſions (even in London) they 


either are much followed, or, on the contrary, as 
much neglected, - ſo much depending on faſhion. 


Before I make my bow at Doncaſter, and pre- 
pare for winter quarters at Hull, I muſt detain 
my traveller to deſire his peruſal of another 


that it was wrote there, nor is it material whe- 
1 . re N 
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1 Theatrical Andy batt 
« infor N 


d, that it is your intention to bring for- 


leave to ſubmit to your conſideration, whether 


« it might not be proper to poſtpone it for ſome 
4; „time, as, in all probability, you will have an 


« Amſterdam and Vienna, and eventually that 


60. e to che 
4 1 ACOBINS, | 
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ſtrange anonymous letter, which I received at 
Doncaſter. Not that I take it to be a certain rule 


* 


ther it was or was wot 4 ee ani DIE" it to | 


ard the Re- capture of Valenciennes,” begs 


opportunity of endung The Surrender of 


of London?? This, you know, would add 
« much'brilliancy to the rome: and be Ho 
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OR You did well to diſcharge that ar 0 aten, 
fy dog n e N will allow you a pen- 


Ki cc 1 87 


30006 the ſald ſneering letter I ſhall not make any 
5 demi but let the reader make We as beſt ü 
7 Plates his Opinion or fan. 

It will be eaſily recollected; Wen before faig 
nine on the ſubject, that I produced the Sur. | 
ce render of anne 0! at ee in 
2793+ 

Being now irvived: at 10 Theatre Roni; Hull, 

where the theatre was not only very neatly new | 

furniſhed, as to painting, by Mr. Fletcher of Hull, 
but greatly improved to the eye, by the judicious 
aid of Mr. Pickering's new embelliſhments of dif- 
„  _ ferent;paper-borderings, both above and below, 
| from that gentleman's warehouſe at Leeds; it had, 
and has, a n ande er; _ igxiniverſall 
admired. 
=. About Wie diele 1 Al not 0 bot Mr. La 
= 7: = meant to | fulfil his- much-defired engage- 
ment No: but, letter after letter, promiſing to 
be with me. every week, and particularly eliring 
10 make his firſt appearance in Ranger, at the 
Tame time requeſting a bank-bill-for..10 IL which 
he would repay at his Hull benefits To that ſo- 
lieitation 1 complied by the next poſt, and inclo- 
Led a bill to that Roe When that. matter was 
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ſettled; and he Was advertiſed for Ranger, he - 
wrote word that he could not be there the week 
as adyertiſed, on account of particular bulineſs, 


but I might advertiſe, and depend on his being 
there the 26th. He was once more announced | 


as he might ſee by the Hull papers taken at New- 
caſtle=but to that play night he never came, nor 


ſeut, but deſtroyed all my comedy catalogue, for 
want of a flaſby Lord Trinket, Marplot, &c. and 


had really been the occaſion of my parting with 


a very good and ſpirited-aQor, Mr. Hamerton. : 


He wrote even after that, that he ſhould be at 


Hull, and pay me, as the week he wrote; but that 
I knew he never intended. I have not made any 
nments on ſuch behaviour, but muſt obſerye _ 
that it was. the moſt wanton and unprovoked I 
erer experienced. I did, as in duty bound, print 
a few ſevere lines, to explain to the public how 


ill I judged he had behaved ; but as they bore the 
evident marks. of anger, though truly provoked, 
yet I ſhould be aſhamed to ſee any thing of the 


kind from me after deliberation ;—No,—lT leave 


Mr. Lamaſn to be his own judge and juror, and 
think he muſt feel contrition ; for ſurely he has 


pride and ſpirit ſuperior to imagine a 10l. bill an 
object ſufficient as to certainly taint his integrity 
and honour, if any remains of ſuch qualities are 


in his poſſeſſion. There is no one propenfity 


We B deſpiſe more than _ eee Ki: 
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5 . edlen yet if Mr. Lamaſh's ſchihtents are 


guided by truth, 1 certainly deſerve a ſevere laſh. 


ing, He urges, in a letter to me, dated Monday 


January 5, 1795, that T have much endeavoured 


to injure him, but ſuch efforts have, and always 


mult, prove BARREN againſt a MAN whoſe fame 


in his profeſſion, and his independence in his pre- 


ſent circumſtances, make him the envy of ſome, 
and the delight of others. I wiſh I could ſay the 


ſame of wi Pe as Go muſt 155 A Py man in- 


deed®. WO ET 3 
Mr. Henry Mars was, g the e 
ſtrongly recommended- to my notice. He is ſon 
to the late Mr. Mills, who ſuſtained a onſider- 
able caſt for ſome years with me, and was deſer- 


vedly, as I have before mentioned, a great favour- 


ite, and with whom I never had the leaſt diſpute. 
Mr. H. Mills has barely attained his 15th year, 


and is at preſent very ſerviceable to the theatre. 


At his early time of life there is certainly: (with 


| ſtudy and ſtrict attention) time to allow for im- 


provement and I think, with perſeverance, he 
may in a few years attain to an honeſt and cre- 
ditable competence: but much depends on the 


turn of mind at his fickle date and unthinking 


period, when pleaſure looſely holds the reins, as 


too often the old are improvident, and only warm 


It is a Tit Mr. Lamaſh has to expect bon me to declare 
bat he A me N 10l. i in February. . 
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in felf-comegity which affords but ſmall conſolation: 
But young Mills ſhould never forget that he has 
been left as the Child of Sorrow and Adverſity; 
and that ſhould (now he is on the road to credit 
be the ſtimulus and grand leader to purſue. what | 

18 good and creditable; the which of courſe muſt 


4 y 


and will naturally give a ſpur to emulation and 
ingenuity. And as he has experienced the want 
of friends, and in conſequence the lack of caſh, 
he ſhould know the value of one ſhilling better 


than thoſe' who have never been griped by pe- 


nury: By ſuch care and conduct he may keep 
himſelf from mean actions, obtain friends, and, 
what is more difficult, may deſerve, and be ſo 


happy as to- preſerve their eſteem and good help- 


ing wiſhes. But if by bad habits a young man 


falls into the muddy ſtream of poiſon called morn- 
ing eheerers, and, regardleſs of his payments, de-- 
wates from reCtitude to duplicity, all the good. 
qualities he once poſſeſſed will flip away imper- 


ceptibly, like cool friends, and the young Mr. No- = 
body, who bad fair to be created Mr. Somebody, 


is diſmantled of his promiſed worth, and lives 
and dies „ang every thing, a vapour, a non-entity, . 
being deſerted and let down the wind to prey 
en fortune: I, like the raven, to all ſuch croak 


deſpair, and cry, “ Young actors all, take heed! 
Land pay proper regard to fete baten „ 
To prove the heedleſs diſpoſitions inherent too 
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xt 


2 
ESE 
one: — 


| youth i in both ſexes, I muſt beg. permiſſion. to re- 
cite a very whimſical adventure of a young lady 
who wrote to me on my arrival at Hull, Novem- 
ber 1794, under the feigned name of Julia Her- 
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leſs, a native of Ireland, and an entire ſtranger in 
this kingdom; implored my protection and per- 
miſſion for a trial in the Hull theatre; 3 being paſ- 
ſionately fond of the ſtage, ſhe had left every 
friend the had in the world, wiſhing. to be enga- 
ged where I was manager; deſired to appear in 

| tragedy, „ in which ſhe had been told ſhe. had abi- 
ties, but would leave that entirely to my ſupe- 
rior judgment; her education had been liberal in 


every polite accompliſhment; had an excellent 


— * 


To which I returned an anſwer informing her 
truly that the company was quite full, and what! 


her every advice in my power, if the would favour 
me with a viſit the following morning. About. 


lathered under my tonſor's hands, a young lady 
( was told) entered the room. As well as my 
ſituation would permit, T aſked if it was <a young 
« Jady from Ireland ?? A voice anſwered in the 
affirmative; — when, caſting a difficult fide-look, 
a little, naſty, ſhort, ſquab figure, almoſt in tat- 
ters, with an old half-ragged ſilk cloak, with dir- 
ty matted locks, ſkin grubby and unwaſhed, and 


bert. She wrote to me as being young and friend- - 


wardrobe with her, and more to that purpoſe. | 
_ 66Ud not but iament ner indifcretiong woula gte 


twelve at noon, as I was fitting with face well 
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features not of the Olympian or moſt delicate hue, 
caught faſt hold of my inquiring eye. Said I, 
Pray, Miſs Thingum, i is it you who are the 18 
Woyſki, who have come thus far to play the Gre- 
« cian Daughter? 2? The dingy little lady replied, | 
“Upon her conſcience i it was; and from the ſoul 
« of her ſhe ſhould never forget. the ſae- ſickneſs, 
« with which the had: been ſo ba- bodder'd and 
cc bodder'd,” 1 inſtantly, with all my managerial 
dignity, (forgetting I was in the ſuds, and in dan- 
ger of the razor, ) ſtarted up, leaving the barber i Te 
amazement, loſt, and certainly with my well- 
beſoaped face I mult haye truly expreſſed an awful 7 
tragedy-horrorg—when. burſting, from my grand ; 
pauſe, I thundered out, “ Why, you little impoſ- 
cc tor, to write to me, about education, and Gre- 
& cian daughters, and Alicia 55 get away with vou „ 1 
7 00 Walk down ſtairs, and never dare in. future to 
impoſe on me or yourſelf about ſuch an Impu- 


5 dent and 1 ignorant a purſuit. The lady in her 
= fright, almoſt down on her knees, and trembling 
el ke Frie ay in the pantomime, roared out, „Och! 


ch! don't hurt me for upon my conſcience 
am not the Gracian Daughter; it is my own 
i, ſweet lady, Who is a lady of quality, and means ö 
« to take coach and ſae you in a few minutes. 
When 1 diſcovered my miſtake, the reader will 

ſuppoſe that Wilkinſon, arrayed in his ſhaving= 
den , ogg GOD gin roads tho ye CO 
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razor, both burſting into an immoderate fit of 
laughter, muſt have made A good picture without | 
the aſſiſtance of the leaſt Lich of carricature. 1 


rhought, like my Lord Foppington, I ſhould | ex- 


pire with a laugh; but as the higheſt tides will 

grow low, and the balloon, from the ſurrounding 
atmoſphere, being exhauſted, muſt deſcend to its 

former earth, ſo, when relieved from the pain of 


pleaſure, T requeſted to fee the heroine from Ire- 
land as ſoon as poſſible; ; for my curiolity had 
made me quite impatient. The ruſtic laſs took 


to her heels, ſpeaking and crying aloud,” =Och! 


c Sch! good fait, I fare my lady wort have to 


play the Gracian Daughter.” „When 101 Toon 
after a carriage ſtopped at the door, and, on my 
room being opened, entered, to my infinite aſto- 
_ niſhment, a young lady -about eighteen. years of 


age, moſt elegantly accoutred, with every mark 
and trait of a. gentle woman, aided by every exte- 
terior mark, and features of delicate texture; but 
appeared with ſuch evident traits of confuſion and 
diſtreſs, as created in me an unexpected reſpect 


and concern for her. When her agitation was in 
ſome {mall degree abated, | I began to chat on dif- 


ferent ſubjects, and of the families in Ireland; 
all of whom ſhe ſeemed perfectly acquainted with. 
When the ſtage became the topic, ſhe ſaid ſhe 


5 never had played on any public ſtage, but had 


acted in two or three private N in Dublin 
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andita was the only amuſement in which ſhe took: 5 
delight. I then- ſolicited that ſhe would favour 
| me with a ſpecimen ;'and as the time grew ſo as 
to increaſe the coachman's fare for waiting, I de- 
fired ſhe would diſmiſs the carriage, as I found 
her lodgings were near my own; but when a ſer- : 
vant waited for the fare to ſatisfy. the driver, 1 
perceived- Julia, my heroine, in great diſorder, 7 
and ſhifting, her hand from one pocket to the 
other, as Teague, in The Committee,” hunts 
for a ſixpence; and gueſſing the true reaſon, that 
no money was in the purſe, I begged leave to or- 
der payment for the coachman; and then Julia and 
I proceeded. to buſineſs. . Her favourite character ; 
was Alicia, the greateſt part of which ſhe rehear- . 
ſed, and then repeated, at.my requeſt, to give her a 
courage; but ſhe Was, poor thing! ſo truly op- 
preſſed with fear and tears, that ſhe was ſcarcely 
audible in the room. I told her ſo: ſhe. ſaid, if 1 
would hear her on the ſtage the following morn- 
ing with the players, ſhe. ſhould have more cou- 
rage, the which I certainly doubted, as I do not 
know any thing ſo awkward as to rehearſe before 
ſtrangers. However I complied with her requeſt, 
and ordered the performers in Jane Shore“ to 
: attend at twelve the next day; when, after Wait - 
ing an hour and a half beyond the appointed time, 
| and ſeveral meſſages, Julia arrived in a new muſs.- 
: Bl . TT 


TV 
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lin arefs; &c.z - and after the firſt bier on that 


day of trial, as a novice,” rather ſurpriſed me, | 
though very unequal to ſuch a character as Ali- 
I eſcaped from the theatre, to avoid a diſ- 


agreeable explanation of my ' ſentiments, and 

would ſettle the matter by negotiating on paper; 
but in leſs than an hour, Julia being impatient, 
came to know her doom, and was entirely in an 


undreſs newly equiped again that day. My fitu- 
ation obliged me to be explicit; ſhe ſeemed indeed 


almoſt broken hearted; would, I am certain, haye 
| bedewed my knees and feet with tears to have ob- 


tained an engagement; but as I did not know the 


lady, and rather ſuſpected ſhe might be ſome im- 
poſtor, I was ſteeled, and ſhe left me in the ut- 
moſt agony of grief and diſappointment, decla- 
ring ſhe did not think, from the character ſhe had 
heard of me, I could or would have refuſed her 


the performing one night, and had been attracted 


to the experiment, expecting to find me the ami- 


able Wilkinſon. She begged, if I perſiſted in be- 
ing ſo cruelly determined, that I would recom- 


mend her to ſome company of players. I urged 
her return to her friends: that, ſhe ſaid, was ut- 


terly impoſſible; they were, the was aſſured, im- 
placable, and would never forgive, pardon, or 


receive her. I informed her what was very true, 


that I had no ſuch influence with Mr. Stephen 
Kemble, Mr. Cawdell, or any manager, to pro- 
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cure an n engagement; beſides, I hin the ſeem-. 


ing want of caſh (that neceſſary article to give 
wing for ſoaring exploits) would not permit her 


to travel ſo far; there was indeed a little company 
at Malton, near forty miles from Hull, but the 


beſt road would be to. travel by Tork, whick 


would be above fixty. I would there recommend 
her to the care of Mr. Taunton the manager, a 


very honeſt man, alſo to an acquaintance at Mal- | 


ton, and would alſo give her a letter to Mrs. Wil- 
kinſon at my houſe in York, to obtain her, and 
her fair attendant, breakfaſt, dinner, tea, and a 
ſupper, to keep her deranged ſinances in as good 
order as poſſible. This diſmal proſpect in my 
eyes was not ſo in hers, for a gleam of hope and 
pleaſure ſeemed to ariſe at the ſhadow of a theatre. 
She left me with ſorrow ;. and I felt myſelf truly 


hurt, and could not but feel, for the fate of this 


unfortunate fair one, that I ſat down full of grief, 


and in truth felt ſo much for her, that with my 


introductory letters for Malton and Vork, I in- 


ance and likelihood of danger, proſtitution, inſult, 


and every ſubordinate degree of poverty and 
wretchedneſs,. dreadful to contemplate even to 
thoſe unfortunately born in a ſervile or ahject 0 
ſtate; what horrors, then, muſt her delicate mind 
hays ſuſtained even at the idea of ſuch a dende. 
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"remittance to convey her back to Dublin ; Where 


at firſt if ſhe was not immediately countenanced, 


they would not ſec her periſh, but would protect 


her from ruin, and after a ſhort penance, would 
have her reſtored again to their ee for 


e ou I eee the e ee, 


125 12 return you a a thanked 1 Sir, £ „ 6 
Sn They are, in my ſtate, moſt valuable. 


< treaſures. -T have waited here a fortnight, in 
c hopes of an engagement with you: They were: 
too fanguine, and my diſappointment has been 


| c Of courſe the more ſevere: - 4 I am ſorry, Sir, 
you do not approve of the profeſſion I have cho- 


« ſen, as, in ſpite of- the difficulties attending, 
60 which I now ſee attends it, my ardour is as 


4 great as ever. Your advice muſt be received 
hy me, wherever I am, with deference, but a 


: . ee ae with my friends, 1 fear, i is im- 
poſſible, as their pride is hurt at what I have 


« vary and their rage, I fear, implacable. Tam 


« 19 0 Sir, going to make a requeſt, which will 


not be more ſurprifing to you; than it is morti- 


« eg to me. But one month ago I would have 
« been ſhocked at the idea of ſoliciting pecuniary 


« fayours from any one, much leſs from a gentle- 
man to whom Iam * a ranger. * 


a . 
— — — —— ä —̃X 90s — . I AL IS MS III IT Ie re} 1 


1 tliencford intreated and ſupplicated Mis 
Herbert to continue at Hull until ſhe could get a. 
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« now „ find: by experience, that diftreſs gives — 
« dity itſelf aſſurance. It is for the loan of two 
« guineas. I aſk no more than I can eafily repay, 

« when I hear from a friend in Dublin. If you 
a refuſe me, I muſt. ſtay here till then, which 

cc will be a dreadful loſs of time, beſides incur- 
« ring unneceſſary -expence. Be aſſured, Sir, 
« there never was a debt will be more faithfully ; 
& diſcharged than this. Do not think I am en- 
cc couraged to this freedom by the goodneſs you 


have already ſhewn; it is to me a moſt painful 


« taſk, but my fituation ! is in the higheſt degree- 
cc deſtitute, diſagreeable, and perplexing; but you 
cc are the only one in this ſtrange land to whom I 
«© can look up, and whom J muſt ever remember 
« with gratitude.— 
Y Tul and obliged humble ſervant, 


15 ; 171 17 99 of c e HERBERT.” * 
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So the ATE perceives my advice was s not tak= 
en; and indeed I ſhould have recollected, that all 
heriones who elope in romance, novel, or play, 
are ſeldom i in perfect character, unleſs their chaſ- 
tity is put to the trial, and ſome unforeſeen and 
unlikely ruſh of knight-errantry, with electricity, 


changes the mournful ſounds like that of muffled 


bells, to the more diſcordant lively ſhouts of a 
mob, and the glorious chivalry of drums, trum 
F and the clang of arms, . W * 


* 


wy am, 'Sir, your moſt e 
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hailing the diſtreſſed hero or heroine, 10 the 
ſongs of triumph, praiſe, and joy. 80 of 


courſe, had my tragedy. princeſs been aſſailed "38 


ther by robbers or brutal raviſhers on the Malton 
road, the and her virgin attendant, with (ciflars. 


| ſharp and, a \panchrating penicnite, would have de- | 


#3 B34 


8 0 Wh backs againſt an old 5 3 tree, 2nd 
have ſlain at leaſt part of their adverſaries, and 


| the others would craftily have ſecured their fafe- 


r 


ty by flight. Perhaps the reader will. fay this, 
_ young: lady's ſituation wðas too critical to render it 


a ſubject for laughter, and indeed 1 think ſo too ; 5 


therefore will ſeriouſly inform my reader, that 3 in 
this eventful and dreadful ſituation did this young 


lady ſet forward on hazard to York, on her road 


for enterpriſe and action at the little town of 
| Malton, She delivered her credentials to Mrs. 
Wilkinſon at York, who yery obligingly obeyed 


my requeſts as. to care and comfort, hoping ſhe 
Was what I had recommended. to.her protection; ; 


but not without a ſevere. lecture, by return of 


poſt, to me at Hull, wondering a at my credulity, 


or intended impoſition, on her good nature: for 
inſtead of appearing as. 1 had delcyibed, (and 


thought ſhe would certainly have gone in neat 
habiliments,) inſtead of ſuch precaution, - the and. 


her diſconſolate. wild Iriſh waiting-gentlewoman 


preſented, themſelves peripel YA cold, hu junger, 


Vo ut 
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froſt and ſnow, with a little bundle contalifittn a 


couple of ſhifts, and not the neceſſaries of change 
of covering; : however, after dinner, ſpeaking of 


her muſical abilities, (which Mrs. Wilkinſon 


doubted) my daughter begged the favour ſhie 
would touch the harpſichord, with which ſhe rea- 


dily complied, and as the ſtrings obeyed her touch, 


ſtruck Mrs. and Miſs Wilkinſon. with aſtoniſh- 6 
ment, as the rapidity and neatneſs of her fingers | 


ſeemed more like that of a maſter than a pupil. 
The next day ſhe ſet forward for Malton; and in 


about two days after that, I received a letter from : 
Mr. Daly, manager of * Dablin. weite ane 5 


dee LE here inſerted. 


c DRAR ein, 5 
c A young lady of welpe ee in 


« this city has lately eloped from her friends. 


5 ny i e l an intention of 3 Joining 


« will have eue ze en wi . you. | this; 
and if you can aſſiſt him! in the recovery of her, 


ee you will much oblige wur en ple 


« {ervant, - 


e Loh -neetts 9 0 6 5 « RICH. DALY.” | 
WT Nev. 18, 1794. | 


ad 1 
RED 
* 4 4 5 
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Likewiſe the «following 6 from the young ver. | 


brother, 
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c SIR, 5 


e intended 4 45 1 tion Mr. Da- | 
w" ly myſelf; but the information received at Park- 
cc gate induced me to come to London. Not be- 
© ing however yet able to diſcover the young la- 
“ dy, who is my ſiſter, and having reaſons to be- 


« lieve ſhe might have went to York, I therefore 


2» requeſt you will have the goodneſs to let me 
© know, by return of poſt, whether any applica- 


* tion has been made to you by ſuch perſon, and 


ec alſo in the mean time to detain her with hopes 
of being employed by you, and at the ſame 
time to conceal from her moſt ſtudiouſly that 
any perſon is in queſt of her, —T am, , 
N your obedient ſervant, | | | 


">. > 


SUR BE N— 8 


BLOOMSBURT-SduARE, 


Abele che dine et ae eee 
moſt reſpectable and friendly character, Mr. 
r of York; but the contents being to the 


8. 
ſame duo as thoſe from 


Ir. Daly and the la- 


dys brother, 1 judge it e to introduce 
- It here. d apo 


On (theſe hints, Nom: P 1 1 of i in- 


tegrity, I wrote to Mr. Tannett ſuch a letter of 
inquiry as gave the diſtreſſed damſel a gleam of 

hope as to an engagement with me: for it was a 
double auen the aun of an gs wells. 
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bred innocent young lady; and as was znduinhene” 


upon myſelf, in reſpect not only to her friends, 
but particularly to my worthy well-wiſher Mr. ; 
8 Nr Faun A aj thus: 4 


" 3 %e of FAR 4 


« DEAR x in; 


Fi). «Miſs Herbert. 3 the 1 of Alicia 
10 on Tueſday night, and was very favourably re- 
3 ceived; indeed ſo well, that many perſons 

e has been on the ſtage before: ſhe ſays 
7 Op has performed in a few. private plays, but 
+ nothing more. In ſome parts of her perform-/ 
« ance ſhe was very clever indeed; in others ſhe . 
« wants inſtruction; that obtained, 1 think ſhe . 
« will be a very good actreſs. She ſeems to have 
had a very good education, : and, Imakeno doubt, 
«is of a reſpectable family, from whom, for 
0 ſome reaſon or other, ſhe has fooliſhly eloped. 

« I wiſh it was in our power to be of any eſſen⸗ 
« tial ſervice to her, but we have as many as we. 
10 can well do with; and ſhould ſhe continue with 
1 us, our ſalary cannot maintain her and her ſer- 
ce yant without other aſſiſtance; and I think (with | 
« you) ſhe is in diſtreſs. This evening ſhe is to 
yr * ſpeak the Ode on Alexander's Feaſt. At any 
cc rate, I think ſhe may. get a pound or two by a 
5 benefit, when ſhe has performed once or twice 5 


. more. Could you wake j it conyenient to receirs 
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«het I think 3 it would be the moſt N . 


e for. Her until ſhe, en r. {reconciled to her 


© friends. . „ 1 


; "33 „ 1 4 * 4: 3 


415 am, 1 e Sins 3: e ee 2 58 
„„ Your ee N t, | 
MALIN Now. 24, 1794+ 8 B. 1 7 we * 


15 Gen Ager this te wot ard at Wikon, | 
when The, like another Thats, was juſt ready 
with lighted torch in hand to ſet Perſepolis on 


3 fire, and ſeized her as his lawful prey; horſes 


Were ready—poſtboys equipped and off they 
flew from the unhallowed rites. But I am ſorry 
as an hiſtorian to relate what is too true; the bro- 
ther in his anger refuſed to take into the carriage, 


or even to pay for a cart-conveyance for my bittle 


- Triſh dowdie, the Gracian Daughter's attendant, 
8 left Ai a ſtrange country to the mercy 1 of 
the woods and wolves. The people at the inn 
ſhuddered at his inhumanity, and actually paid 


for her place 1 in the returning Scarborough ſtage- 
coach, to prevent her being a burthen on their 


4 


pariſh, hoping that in twenty. miles anger and 
paſſion would ſubſide and give place to Pity 7 and 
feeling humanity. But no ſuch thing; for poor 

W 079 was left to ſtarve at York, and be a beg- 
gar at any ſtrange door for the ſcraps from the 


table. But, Oh ſhame on ſuch diſgraceful lack 
95 of * for how could any man with the 


I FEE. | 5 193 


boaſtec 
own fake, leave a poor ignorant in Decembei 
froſts and ſhows to graze upon the common! 
Having finiſhed che tragical part of 1 my kiſtory, 
I muſt beg permiſſion to ſmile once more, and bor- 


der on the ludicrous, that the ſeverity of the bro- 
ther certainly-was carried beyond all bounds, and _ 
for a glaring reaſon, which is, chat I never read of 
any bold adventrous lady or knight plunging 1 into 


exploits, daring the hazards of the land and ocean, 


without a truſty confidante. Don Quixote had f 


his Sancho Pancha, Oroondates his valiant 


truſty ſquire, Oreſtes his Pylades, Alexander his 
Hephæſtion; and Statira, Roxana, and Cleo- 


patra an Iris, a Charmian, or ſome honeſt breaſt 


as a faithful repoſitory. Sophia Weſtern had Mrs. 
Honour, who never blabbed; Amelia, in“ The 


and What would the renowned Don Quixote have 


or indeed Sancho Pancha without his faithful 
and well-beloved Dapple. Tf theſe things are ſo, 
how, ay how could the cruel brother be angry at 
Julia Herbert (like poor Yarico) having her 


2 FR 372 


viſh'the lady Lrery 1 pace r hs 


d name 5 Senken or family, for his 


# 
SY - * FB 2 1 
12 8 
n — 1 


Engliſh Merchant, has her worthy Mrs. Molly; 


done without his truſty ſquire Sancho Pancha, 


Wowſki—And ſo-—and ſo—Yhars all. And 1 
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4 0 RY lame and. impotent concluſion DD 
Inſufferable.— Why Lord!“ ſays a young lady, 
« this was tolerable at firſt, but I wonld not have 


CO pored my eyes out about her fuſs with the 
ee ſtage and elopement, and no lover in the caſe, 


« I have no patience with Julia Herbert! Why, 
"that i is all very true, if now peruſed by a young 


Fair reader, but unfortunately I reſtricted myſelf 


to [truth, a quality not often too apt to create 
much mirth or entertainment; but by way of 
comfort, as I cannot keep a ſecret, muſt confeſs 


| accident this day, January 25 1795, has given me 


* little hint of that kind, the which I ſhall be fo 
diſhonourable as to betray for the gratification of 
the curious reader. This embryo intelligence is 
from my daughter, Which TORE: I . 1 5 
lone e 5 | | 


„ 15 12 « Your, Dec. 29, 179% 
| ce MY DEAREST FATHER, _- 

«Am glad to inform you that Miſs Hors 
« maid has got a place; I fear it is a very bad 
© one; however, for the fake of her preſent ſup- 
port, it was embraced with pleaſure. The 
ce lady's real name is Mk; ſhe has been 


4 brought up under her aunt Lady A: who 


has given her one of the firſt educations. "She 
« ſeemed in her converſation very. clever and ſen- 
« ſible, but what a frolic to take. Though, by 


Fg? 2 [5 
ws YTEOM 
LES 
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« a the hi: I undated hes was 2 gentleman i in 
« the caſe, who. taught her to act, and he, it 

« ſeems, has been off two or three times himſelf ; 
« in the ſame. manner; ſo the plan was, that if 


« ſhe obtained an engagement with you he was to 


« have immediately followed, and then a wedding 5 
« would have taken place, which ceremony can- 


«not be celebrated i in Dublin, as their friends 
« will not give their conſent. Her aunt loſt her 
« firſt Lord ſome years ſince, and then took a ſe- 
« cond, whoſe name was M n he is ill 


« alive. I ſhould ſuppoſe they als be a jolly old 


pair, for the lady is turned of e So much 

„for them.“ 

ö So now, fair reader, as I have indulged your 
curioſity as to a lover, you will be fatisfied that 
the ſtory could not have been by any means fi- 
niſned without ot e - TOs, 2s Roſetta 
a 555 : 

$ A | Refi 5 bo . 

og Run, riot, like me, 


0 | And, to. e the An dope. 


„ . 


ſity not yet explained, which is, that wonder muſt 


There remains one little alas to ; armify curio- 


be predominant, after my declaring how well the 


young lady was dreſſed, that ſhe and Wowlki 
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mould appear ſo mi 2 förlorn and” ſl abby: one 
when they waited « on "Mrs. Wilkit nſon at Tork; old 

What I averred was true, that the ad plenty of mit 

linen when I faw her at Hull, but it was like ly « 
Sharp's s in « The Lying g Valet,” that plenty was enre 

all left at the pawnbroker* a for on her being war 

taken priſoner by her brother r from Malton to mar 

Vork, I received a letter 2 Mt. 8 -r, re- But 
queſting that I would releaſe her box from extor- Ml 1:s + 
tionate bondage, which contained various arti- MW mou 

cles, and forward them to Cheſter by the mail- MW took 
coach; Where they would! wait” tlie arrival. 80, ah n 
Having fulfilled that commiſſion, and wiſhing the M hear 

e every happineſs, calm ſeas, and a propitious MW wor 
voyage, will ſuppoſe her ſafely landed at Dublin, a wa 

and will take my leave and proceed with the re- whe, 
maining Hiſtory of the Hull ſeaſon: + 4 mz 

Entre nous, let me inform the ladies, that MW « 1; 
Wowlk? s charms captivated the heart of a young 4 
ſaddler, of Malton, whoſe burning boſom inſpir- only 

ed him with impatient fortitude to dare the ele- bad 

ments, and with air«beftriding ſteps he walked in 

the night; to indulge a lock by moonlight on the 

object of his tender paſſion. When arrived at York duity 

hes by the help of well thrown mud at Wow!lki's rl 
garret caſement, awaked her; ſhe aroſe, and by b, 

her brightneſs dimmed the twinkling ſtars, when 0 
4 pereeiving her ſhivering lover, whoſered chopped 
hands wanted a gentle covering, the amiable fair 


. 
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one recollected ſhe had in her ragged pocket art . 
old pair of black zvorſted mittens, which ſhe com- 
mitted to the winds, and they were moſt eager- 
ly caught by the inſpired ſwain, who quickly 
enrolled his rough cold fingers into the genial 
warmth. He ſighed ſomething about a ring and 
marriage; the virgin bluſhed, and anſwered .I e. 
But oh! mournful to relate! whether faithleſt to 
his vows, or owing to a tempeſtuous flood, or the 
mournful effects of gin or bolder brandy, which 
took poſſeſſion of his faculties, I know not: for 
Jah me! ah me! neither ring nor lover has been 
heard of fince, And as for the half-heart-broken 
WH Wowſki, ſhe has been conveyed to Liverpool i UL 
T1 E waggon, and thence to fail for dear Dublin, 
where I truſt ſhe will once more « ſas (upon 
r my nag her dare miſtreſs the e 
t“ Daughter.“ 
g A Miſs SrRATrox arrived B Bath, whe had 
only played two nights at Cheltenham. She has 
had a good education, been well brought up, and 
has an elegant turn for poetry. She is well behaved 
as to the ſtricteſt propriety z and I think, by aſſi- 
duity, aided by ſtrong inchnation, ſhe may do 
very tolerably on the ſtage; but has been greatly _ 
hurt by Mr. Meyler of Bath, whoſe tafte ane 
judgment are both unqueſtionable. His deſcrip- 
tion of Miſs Stretton ran thus in - "6 88 ” 
print: 5 
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cc now be anſwered by ſaying Miſs Stratton.” 


I, on ſeeing that paragraph from an authority 


We my faith was inviolably fixed, ruſhed into 
an engagement with Miſs Stratton as a riſing ſtar 
of the ſtage, and twenty t6 one but I had made 
uſe of Mr. Meyler's authority to have introduced 
that young lady to public notice. But his good 
wiſhes to ſerve ſhould not let the tide of good na- 
ture overſway his judgment, for it certainly is a 
very dangerous way to advancement: to ſay too 
much of promiſe for a young performer, in par- 
«ticular, it is as precarious and as likely to be un- 
_ fortunate as the demanding too large a ſum for 
the good-will of a All- fituated public-houſe. 
Mr. Meyler ſhould with reverence here remem- 
ber our father aaa 8 0 ene e 
dict ſays, þ d 
« Why, i faith, kia thei is too 3 * an 
c high praiſe; too brown for a fair praiſe; and 
too little for a great praiſe.” 1 2g 
However Miſs Stratton I let take her nee 
on the boards, and wonder I have not ſaid ſome- 
thing more in her favour, as Mr. Elliſton of the 
Bath theatre, who has almoſt arrived at the ſci- 


a . entific part of a play-houſe, was profuſe in his 


recommendation: A rock the recommender and 
the recommended ſhould BRO a avoid Te Var 
nity of truſting to. 


e Bias bean 0e ate ths e bee {« | 
-& to ſucceed Miſs Wallis? which queſtion can 
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- Miſs Stratton ed early in November 1794 
in Miſs Hardcaſtle ; and were I to ſay more than 
with a degree of mediocrity, I ſhould ſay more 
than' is true; ; I have not a doubt but if good 
ſenſe, good manners, ſenſibility, and obſervation, 
aided by delicacy of feeling, can make an actreſs, 
that young lady poſſeſſes thoſe rare and enviable 
qualities. I ſincerely wiſh her ſucceſs, and ſhall 
be proud to ſerye her. As to-my obſervation, ſhe 
appears to be a very amiable character on and off 

che ſtage. 8 
Mrs. 1 ATES, A . of Mr. Hull, mad her 
appearance on Tueſday, November 25, 1794, in 
„ Zupbraſia in © The Grecian Daughter; and 
ton Friday the 28th, in Mandane in -« Cyrus.” 
„That lady had played the firſt-mentioned. charac- 
-er at the Hay-Market in the winter 1794, the 
- W Jatter at Covent-Garden Theatre, for the. benefit 
of Mr. Hull. Mrs. Yates certainly poſſeſſes a ve- 
n ry powerful voice, which when by judgment and 
d practice, with modulation aided by variety, and 
the action better moulded, (a very neceſſary al- 
teration) there is ground-work, if the mine can 
be found out; but to find. that mine will require 
great ſtudy, di Iiffidence, and labour, and to reach 
perfection, to graſp the golden ore, ſhould have 
been purſued at an earlier period. 5 1 
Mrs. Yates is at the prime of life, it 1s true; 


but. to bring a peach to perfection by 12 nurſery, 
: X 2 


2 xu WANDERING varanree; | 


=" It PREY I gueſs, (being no botaniſt): be cheriſh. | 
ed and nurtured. at an early period, before the al 
bloom takes place, for then it grows too faſt, is 9 
beyond the help of the gardener's pruning-knife, ” 
nor wants the aid of a hot-houſe, but is at ma- 
. turity before it is time for any improvement to Al 
Jive aid or foſtering by neceſſary culture. Mrs. Sp 
| Yates poſſeſſes the materials in a great degree, G: 


but Jhe knows-it, which is not an aſſiſtant, but 4 
on the contrary, a bar to her fortune. Certainly ſag 
her powers, when mingled with diſcrimination, 2 
may produce in time an aloe of perfection. till 


Mr. FRANKLIN made his appearance at Hull in he: 
Sir Lucius O' Trigger. That gentleman, without ga 
any compliment, has a natural turn for the muſes, no 
and has wrote many little pieces deſerving of wh 
much approbation ; particularly, when a boy, he ſul 
more than afliſted in the writing the romance of all 
e Allan Fitzherbert.“ His merit as a comedian his 
appears to be in the lower comic Iriſh characters, ex! 
but he likes to play Marplot, Ranger, 8&c.; and net 

. what practice, aided by ſtrong inclination,. may ſta 
do, I am not prophet enough to tell. His beha- _ 
viour is that of a gentleman ;. and his education, a 
I believe, demands it from him as a juſt debt. gat 
He ſurpriſed all the hearts of the young ladies at v0 
Stamford (when in Mr. Pero's company) to ſuch 28 
a degree, that he, with his Dublin perſuaſive ar- ie 

12 gument, moft honourably has taken to wife a M po 

; lady of very reſpectable connections and fortune, 
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al by his and her enteargure to avoid all ſuper- 
fluous expences, will I hope always. make their LL 
pot boil. - | 
But ſoft ! One, two, three 1 tap, 9 5 „„ 
is awful !—a notice, that like Hamlet's ghoſt - 
Ah! ah! art thou there, Old Truepenny -A 
Spirit of Grace has juſt informed me, that Mr. 
Garwood, with one aſkance-look to the right, 
and another to the le eft, has not let his croak pre- 
ſage dread on the poor players the November 1794, 
with language moſt forcible, but whoſe ſlow dif- - 
tiling drop of words weigh heavy on the bare- 
headed- hearers and groaners. - But Mr. Dykes - 
gave a gentle admonition (as I underſtand) de- 
nouncing baniſhment from'his chapel of all thoſe. 
who went to plays in 1794-5; and therein I moſt 
ſubmiſſively think he was much to blame: for if 
all his congregation were as pure and unſullied as 
himſelf, there would be no occaſion for ſueh pious- 
exhortations and exhibitions of his animal mag- 
netiſm. Were I to tell the audience from my 
ſtage, if they heard Mr. Dykes on a Sunday, they 
were not welcome any play-night at the theatre, 
and only ſuppoſe, Mr. Dykes, that your congre- 
gation or mine were to take us at our word, what 
would become of us both? for you would find it 
as diſagreea le to preach to empty pews, as I 
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ſhould, on 1 y benefit-night, to play to empty 
boxes. And in ſhort the theatre is the beſt friend 
K 3 


5 » 
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you have; indeed it is: evident, as it has kept your 

lungs in healthful play for reformation; and 

unleſs people were now and then guilty of ſwing- 

ing ſins, there would not. He TIER for. repent- 

ance. 

If Mr. Dykes will Wie and fervently -offer- 


up a prayer for my amendment, I ſhall not treat 
it with contempt, but-will eſteem myſelf obliged: 
to him, as I have a high opinion of his talents, but 


1 fear that he laeks charity and lenity, by which 
doctrine he certainly is not ſo good as he would 
wiſh, and, to the unthinking, he appears to be. 
T have been told from authority, but cannot aſſert 

it, that at a certain chapel, a rigorous Mr, R—t, 
a watchmaker, i is appointed confeſſor and ſuper- 
intendant over ſuch people as go to a play or touch 
a card, &c.; and if found guilty of ſuch enor- 
mous fins, they are forbid the ſacrament. Surely 


no ſenſible perſon or perſons can ſubmit to ſuch- 


egregious impudence, and ſtill the more ſo when 
the name of religion is fo proftituted. to ſanction 
Hypocriſy and „ in the be preſuming 
WV 

1 5 Accidentally reading Goldfmith's Hitory of- England; volume 
ur. page 221, I found myſelf i in an error, where, in: page 1055 


in volume IV. of this werk, I have inſerted King James the 
frſt, where the reader will pleaſe to read King Charles che Firſt; 


ſor it was in Charles's reign that Prynne's ſevere ſentence was 


hut in force for writing an enormous quarto of a.thouſand pages, 
| ID he entitled, e or e for the N 


- 
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of the aid Mr- Rt I have 1 Mr: and 


Mrs. Simpſon, who were players at my theatre, 
and, WhO wiſh ted and. ſupped with him at Hull, 
relate very whimſical incidents; particularly 
when Mr. R—t acted Tago, and was for ſome 
time a ſtrolling actor in a little company of co- 
medians, which I have heard them relate to Mr. 


Southerne, my ſon, and myſelf; and I do not 


deal in the fabulous, and, thank God, my ve” 
can be taken and depended upon. Well ſaid, 


Tate, if no other perſon can fpeak well of thee, 


I am ſecure in a ſingle voice in ſelf-praiſe, and 


hope the ſeeming vanity of the afſertion will by 
charitable good nature eſcape malevolence and 


cenſure. . I think I hould be a good ſubject for 


the. ſaid watchmaker . to work into reformation ' 
and canting... Well, who knows 1 in good | 


time—I may be won. 


I have gone through great part of hs Hull ſea- 


I have already given an account of Mis. Ed- - 
win's merits (as Miſs Richards) and our ins and* 


outs, and our pouts in the year 1790-I. She was 
very clever then, much more ſo now; ſhe can ſtep 


out of her walk as a good actreſs; is excellent in 


Storace's s part in ct The Prize,” I mean the bur- 


letta ſcene i in 2 particular. And I do not Ns PO 
| | Ka. 


5 


ſon without noticing Mr. and Mrs. Edwin. They 
performed. previouſly, in October "TIN. at Don- | 
caller... © | 
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lady, in or out of London, nearly ſo able to ein 
Mrs. Jordan's. youthful caſt of characters: an 
inch or two more in height would by no means 
hurt her. She poſſeſſes a handſome, expreſſive, 
and a healthful countenance, aided by great t, 
nature, and ſenſibility. | 0 
Mr. Edwin has been but a few ſeaſons on the 
ſtage; 3 appears to advantage i in Lenitive in & the 
Prize,“ Nipperkin in “ Sprigs of Laurel,” and 
is better than any comedian J have hitherto ſeen 
play Mr. Tag in © the Spoil'd Child.“ That 
- gentleman has had the advantage of receiving a 
good education, and alſo many opportunities to 
obſerve men and manners. If he will take care 
of himſelf, there is no doubt but the public will 
take every care of him that his merit lays claim 
to; therefore it will be his own fault if he does 
not poſſeſs plenty, with happineſs and content. 
Mr. Edwin dreſſes his characters better and more 
characteriſtic than any comic actor J recollect on 
the York ſtage. Not but Mr. Cherry had great 
merit and attention to that particular and neceſ⸗ 
N point. 
I am aware that I e not ied Mr. Ker 
from Portſmouth ; my reaſon is the certainty of 
not being able to render my poor opinion pala- 
table, but the contrary; as I may reſt ſatisfied, 
that Mr. Kelly, like Tom in © The Conſcious 
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Lovers, would not wiſh himſelf © a bit taller, 
or a bit ſhorter than at this preſent moment.“ 
1 am here impetuouſly impelled to hint to f 6s | 
of my unthinking brethren, that of all the diſ- 
agreeable appendages, which unavoidably attend 
a theatre, there is none, no none ſo dreadful toa 
manager, as ſuch performers who are not only- 
diſſolute now and then, but 700 cuſtomarily ſo.— 
There are inſtances of the giddy, the tolerable, 
and the intolerable in every profeſſion: But ſurely 
| when ſuch people boaſt of intoxication, they have 
not the leaſt regard to their own healths, pockets, .. 
or relations. How can any manager be ſuppoſed 
to have any controul? or what can inebriety end 
in but miſery and a ſhort-lived broken conſtitu- 
tion? I wiſh they would recollect in every theatre 
the almoſt recent inſtances of a Shuter, A Weſton, - 2 
and an Edwin, all of whom might have been.now - _ 
living in afluence and plenty, had they only pur- 
chaſed a little thought. The late Baddeley, Who 
died ſuddenly in Nov. 1794, though never above 
mediocrity im his profeſſion, yet, by a ſkilful econo- - 
my, not only lived with credit, but will live to per- 
petuity, by the leaving a well- earned conſiderable 
ſum for the ſupport of his decayed brethren (when, 
as invalids, they may be rendered incapable of .. 
fervice) to preſerve them from the blaſts of Ja- 
nuary and the winter's flaw. I ſpeak to all per- 
formers ee for their own pride; and: NE 
Ks 
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for the credit *of the' theatre and the audience, 5 


doubtleſs ſuch outward deportment ir mo/? de- 


voutly to be wiſhed;”” For certainly to be treated as. 


a gentleman, requires a gentlemanlike behaviour. 


A proud character, even of fortune, who cares; 


not whom he inſults beneath him, be it ob- 


ſerved, is not eſteemed even by his equals, unleſs: 
a portion of good manners, when in his cups at 
| leaſt commands reſpect, no matter how great his 


eſtate; and that ſhould ever be attended to; and: 
felf-pride ſhould ſtrengthen the hint: . 
It is certainly to be allowed that the player is 


no more accountable for his private conduct than 


any other individual; but every individual is 
liable to being called to account when he returns 
Home riotous, or enters into perpetual frays, and 


dbuares not who he inſults: Why then, if in a 


fFrolic, cannot they have their frolic, ſo be it, 
yet peaceably like other people, and not ale 
paint to be noticed by proclamations: But then 


it would not be bucki 1%, it would not be he ter- 
rible, their bones would not be ſo often broke; 


5 and ſoldiers are proud of their ſcars: | 


I am forry to obſerve I have had at leaſt 1 


half dozen ſuch uncontroulables to deal with in 


my time; but to manage ſuch Hectors was 


(and would be) impoſſible. For the leaſt remon- 
ſtrance is ſo. very offenſive, that they immedi- 
ately, in their minds-cye, intend- to carry their 


— 


e. % 60 


/ 
1 


= 


— e A 


— 
r 


"THE WANDERING PATENTEE. 20 


- merits to a better market; quite forgetting that 


ſuch qualities, though admitted at firſt as intrinſi- 
cally good, but are ſo much the worſe from neglect 
that they are periſhing, therefore only are con- 
veyed in a withered decaying weak ſtate, and are 
| thrown on the common and paſſed regardleſs by. 
Without a tolerable attention to improvement, 
which cannot be attained by youth without ſtudy + 
and ſtrict application, with a proper amiable 


thirft for knowledge, profit, and a fixed reputa- - - 


tion, which certainly cannot ever be accom- 
pliſhed, unleſs: ſtrongly aided by that neceffary 
ſelf-love, without which, no Garrick, Quin, 


Wilks, Cibber, Booth, Woodward, Yates, Sher- - 


ridan, King, Kemble, Banniſter, jun. Quick, Pope, 
Siddons, (and, thank God, anumerous liſt for the 
credit: of the public and the ſtage) had ever 
graced our Britiſh dramatic annals. I ſpeak on 
this ſubjeCt feelingly, from a true intereſt for 
heedleſs actors to think before it is too late. © 
It is ſurely neceſſary for every actor to look with a 
little more than ſailor-like care, and not to . 
corroding reflection come when faculties are be- 
numbed, their diſſipated companions all- dead and 
forgotten, and themſelves, with humbled pride 
and ſhaking nerves, obliged for exiſtence to the 
tired-out patience of - unpitying- ſubſcriptions. . 
That ſuch a lot be ſeldom or never known in any 
Rate. of. life 18 not 1 85 SOR SI e EF: 
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am ſure that of every true gentleman off 0 or on 
the ſtage. It is true I have drawn, I hope, an 


exaggerated picture, and have done it in the true 
hope, that if it has not happened, to many it may 


act as a gentle hint for prevention, and ſincerely 
with it never may be realized, but remain as an 


idle air-born viſion of my fantaſy. 
In the latter part of the Hull ſeaſon, to which 


we are here drawing to a concluſion, I had the Jew 
for my benefit night, January 20, 1 795; the 


houſe was brilliant and crowded, but not ſomuch 


fo as it would otherwiſe have been but for the in-. 
convenience of getting to the Theatre, occa- 


fGioned by the uncommon ſeverity of the weather; 


the which, like a long lane, ſcems to have no 
ending. —I can boaſt that myſelf in Sheva, was. 
honoured with much applauſe, as was indeed the 
whole play, though much impeded in effect by 
the unavoidable interruption of an univerſal. | 
_ coughing reſounding from all parts of the houſe; 


nor were the performers exempt from the ſame 


5 unlucky influenza. Mr. Southgate had conſider- 
able merit in Jabal; I could not wiſh to fee it 
153 better acted, a proof his abilities are not decayed, 


but well worth his attention to cultivate.— Mr. 


Zouthgate ſhould be well contented when the 
audience teſtify their approbation by laughing, 


without his burſting into a chuckling of ſelf- ap- 


plauſe. It not only deſtroys all effect, but is 
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truly enk and 7 he will but always hoop his 
Jabal in view he will be ſure to gain, what every 
one wiſhes to enjoy, the eſteem of every part of 


the audience, Fe acted Simkin alſo neg 
well. 


ances. which 1 have been compelled unwillingly 


to relate; and to give additional caufe for forrow, 
the weather, in January, ſet in with ſuch ſeve- 
rity, that the roads would not allow of viſitors 
for pleaſure, either from Lincolnſhire or Bever- 
ley, &c. and the ſtreets in Hull were ſo clogged 
as rendered it as dangerous as difagreeable, either 
for perſons. on foot or in carriages to paſs; of 


courſe a comfortable fire-fide was preferable to a 
cold ſeat in the playhouſe, or a ſhivering danger- 


ous walk or ride to get there. With theſe men- 


tioned unlucky interventions the reader: will not 


be ſurpriſed when I folemnly declare myſelf a 


very. confiderable Her. However, I look forward 


for better days, when ſmiling peace, with an in- 


creaſed flouriſhing commerce, will glad the inha- 


bitants and players with proſperity and plenty z- _ 

though, if the word plenty be confined to fowage for 

the ſtomach, let time wag as it will, that is always 
going on by . continual ae of abun« 


The 1 the Hull theatre, 1794-5, Leh 
to promiſe a very even run; but when I had 
hoped it would have improved, many ladies de- 
clined coming on account of the rude diſturb- 
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dance: No actor wall. ever be found. 1 to 


death at Hull for lack of food or moiſtening of 


the clay: No, being kept more abſtemious 


would be much better. I ſpeak feelingly by e- 
perience, from which I preach. - The word preach 


makes it occur. to me as a duty to eneroach a few 


minutes with a few lines of neceſlary exhortation, 
not only to the ſcattered flock of ſtrayed ſheep,. 
(I mean Comedians here there and every where) 
but as a rouze to the old heedleſs as well as the 
young, I wiſh each may be as obſervant as poſſible. 


Experience the maſter teacheth, but the maſter is 


not always more.. ſagacious or good than his 


| ſcholars; therefore, I do not harangue as proud 


of my own goodneſs and ſuperiority, but on the 
contrary include myſelf as number one in many - 


reſpects, and lamentably muſt, with compulſion, 
reveal as an hiſtorian; I am truly grieved to re- 


late that the Hull theatre this ſeaſon, 1794-5, has 
been degraded in the moſt ſhameful manner; my. 
property, as. to the ornamental part, has been 


much injured and defaced, and the receipts of the; 


houſe much injured, not only as a loſs. to my- 
ſelf, but the benefits of ſeveral. performers, by. 
ſuch means, curtailed of their daily bread. De- 
cency, attended with. politeneſs and good man- 


ners, it will not admit of a doubt, are as re- 
quiſite at the playhouſe as in a church; and 
hoever, by word or action, makes uſe of inde- 
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cent e or 98 inſults at either, can 
never be- termed or eſteemed as a achtlediany; 
much leſs he who hurts the ear by ſuch language 
as would be indecent in a brothel, and thinks 
with oaths to bear the matter out ;—Indeed, (as 
Congreve obſerves) they may plead error in 
judgment as a defence of their practice, 

Where modeity's ill manners, tis but 8 

ee and malice paſs for w 

Mee our fovereign to witneſs the 8 
of ſuch gentlemen, as when ſick from a load of 
wine diſcharging * © ſtage· bor — jumping 


on the ſtage, becauſe a bet had been laid over a 


bottle that it ſhould be done, and ſinging © God fave 
the King,“ during the time of a principal ſcene of 
a play,.thereby interrupting the performance, and 
inſulting the ſober part of the audience, as well 
as the actors and actreſſes, alarming the ladies, 
and by ſuch means rendering themſelves lower 


than the meangſt perſon at that time in the theatre, 


Iam fully perſuaded that his majeſty, would not 
thank ſuch heroes for their compliment, but on 
the contrary ſhrink with horror from ſuch a ſpec- 
tacle; AS he would certainly wiſh for every credit 
of good. behaviour from thoſe who wear cockades 
in their hats, and who ſhould by noble de- 
meanor and courteſy (characteriſtics of gentle= 
oy oy N and eſtabliſhers of the W 
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ä peace in his majeſty* 8 eite e 0 the . 
of all order and the infuſers of diſcord, with in- 


tended enmity and even cruelty to the perfor- 


mers: The word cruelty is too true, and an epithet 
I am truly mortified to uſe ; but certainly to call 


out,. Send on the women H. to ftrike a hat in 


an actor face, when he was explaining that there 
were not performers at that time in the theatre 


who could ſing Rule Britannia,” they all having 
left it except himſelf and the other actor in the 


farce, there being only two men in the enter- 


tainment, and neither of them knowing the words 
of the ſong, made it impoſſible they could be 
| obeyed. This happened at the beginning of the 


third act of © Edgar and Emmeline ;” but the 


| firſt riot that night commenced between the play 
and the entertaintment for © God ſave the King;“ 
and though the audience had ſung it, content did 
not follow; for have it ſung again they would, by 
| performers; and on two of the gentlemen of the 
theatre coming on the ſtage to comply with their 


demands, they called out, „We will have a 


« trio,” and on came Mr. Sandford, and then Mr. 
Edwin, dreſſed for the farce.—Mr. Edwin play d 
Edgar, but diſguiſed in a woman's dreſs under 


the name of Elfrida, conſequently the effect when 
he appeared in the farce was ruined, and A damp: 


| thrown on 1 the entertainment. 


6 ft ma 
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To expatiate on the ſubject I fear can do no 
good, as the incorrigible are never to be con- 


vinced, and to thoſe who are at the trouble of 
reflection they can only ſilently lament the want 
of REFORMATION, 0 which 1 18 moſt : | 
« DEVOUTLY TO BE : wiHED.” 


2 1 1 4 . 8 
N . ; 7 


Permiſſively I take the liberty to recommend to 
the defenders and offenders of good manners, the 
peruſal from page 239 to 247, vol. II. of my Me- 
moirs, where the ſubje& is more fully treated: 
and, I hope I may, without impertinence or the 


leaſt injuſtice or partiality z aſk any one of thoſe 


mighty heroes, whether as volunteers, or as com- 


mon ſoldiers, after having undergone the toils 


of waiting on guard at St. James's and diſmiſſed 


from duty by the relieve, whether weary or in 


ſpirits, (that duty done) would they not, as an 


inherent right, go to Covent Garden, Weſtmin= 
ſter, or into the city, or home to ſup with their 


wives and families, or as inclination' and as the 
true liberty of a free-born Briton would naturally 


dictate, and not remain as an incumberance to 


lounge and be idle: For, that duty done, they 


out of loyalty, ſurely, would not againſt all order, 
outrageouſly, vehemently, and miſchievouſly, 


with vociferation, rorture the tune of © Rule Bri- 
tannia,” &c. It is not unlikely if they did ſo in 
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London, but the watch-houſe would afford 4 
lulling repoſe for their truly diſordered. ſenſes,. 
and might not unaptly be deemed common di- 
ſturbers, as the box lobby-loungers i in London are . 
truly termed, being the peſts of a theatre and 


the bane of all civilized ſociety. And, without an 


impudent aſſertion, an actor engaged at, his ma- 
jeſty's theatre cannot ſurely be called, in this 
happy country, a ſlave; but, as J have obſerved, 


ſhould, like the officer or the ſoldier, be at his full. 
liberty to quit the theatre when he has, to the 


beſt of his judgment, ſiniſhed his duty announced 


to the public. I ſhall always ſuppoſe ſo, without 


wiſhing for French equality, but the full eſta-- 
bliſhment. of the laws. and rights of our king and. 
conſtitution. Such, by the love of appearing as. 
rulers at any theatre or public aſſembly, may truly 
be termed the gallant inſulters of audiences, by 
which they draw themſelves into ſcrapes and 


barefaced diſgrace, which they never can get 


- honourably out of. The only conſolation for the 


manager and actors, is, as Colley Cibber has 


obſerved, that, ſuch indignities are ſeldom or. 


ever offered by people who are remarkable for. 
any one good quality *;” as no loyalty, or the: 
word gentleman, can be tacked with truth and. 
propriety with boaſted outrage, groſſneſs, and in- 


„ Memoirs, Vol. IL 
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decency : And outrageous loyalty-like fanaticiſm 


will never conquer properly, but by calm reaſon, 
temperance, and good-natured allowance z not the- 
bigotry of torments, or the terrors of the deathly 


guillotine will previal, they only make error tri- 


umphant. The inconſiderate vanity, occaſioned by, 
_ wine's enfeebling power, is only towering frenzy 


and diftraction. : :: for, as Addiſon has DURING | 


— 


hi «Ta ualour deli into a fault. 
os And fear betrays like danger; 
on Better ſhun. them both. 5 


Twi conclude this truly 1 ſubject 
with a ſincere: wiſh, that no ſuch anecdotes may 
occur in the preſent, or in future times to be 
noted of the Hull Fheatre or any other; and TI 

with the ſtage looking-glaſs may be a refleCtion to 


teach mankind, as well as actors, what they really 


are with a pleaſing reflected light, ſuch as may 


cheer, not damp the eye on repeated perufal. 
As ſuch ſeeming boaſt of loyalty has too truly 


proved in Edinburgh, Portſmouth, and Sheffield, 
of fatal conſequences, I have received letters 
and meflages, directing me to put a ſtop to fuch 
diſgraceful proceedings, and not to ſuffer perſons: 


in a ſtate of inebriety to enter the theatre. But 


how is that to be accompliſhed, or me to inter- 
fere? It would only make bad worſe, and heat 
2nd fire ee 888 e wants quench- 
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ing, not ſtirring the flames.—A moment's. re- 
flection muſt convince that ſuch a maxim has the 


appearance of being improper and vague in the 


extreme. An audience ſhould (as in London) 


riſe en maſs, aſſert their undoubted privilege, and” 
_ extirpate thoſe upſtart dictators of a theatre; in- 


_ deed ſuch a proper exertion, applied with wiſdom 
and juſtice, would reſtore peace and good order, 
and the Hull playhouſe become the reſidence of 


ſafety and politeneſs, and be ranked as a Bath 
Theatre, where indecorum or e 5 


never take place. 


My imagination is cock era. wich 5 
thinking on the words brotber-eitiuen and equality. 
I cannot help aſking a plain queſtion, as it puzzles 
me (though no politician) how far thoſe words, 
accompanied with glorious liberty, are connected, 
with alſo (we are told) the open expreſſion of ſen- 
timents and freedom of the preſs. When read 
cho far true I know not) this day's Morning 
Herald, Wedneſday Feb. 18, 1795, that citizen 
Lays (the famous firſt finger at Paris) was obliged” 


to humiliation for being ſcen to only walk with 


the great Barrere; and that three more citizens of 


were obliged to make a recantation, becauſe they 


had been a year before ſupporters of Roberſpierre. 
Why, good God! were I honoured with Mr. 


Pitt 8 equaintancs (to. whom E am an utter 


. 
2 * 
3 
* — 
2 N 
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fringes): and Mr. Fox were to be firſt miniſter, 


(which ſituation he would ſuſtain with wiſdom, 


and talents infinite) am I to be blamed for that 
| honourable former notice from Mr. Pitt (parti- 
_ cularly in my fituation with the public)? ſurely no! 
Mr. Fox would be too noble to regard me the more 


8 or leſs; ſo I ſhould believe of Mr. Pitt. To Mr. Fox | 
I land really indebted for his patronage of a play 


in the race week 1791, at York; for which I here 
return that gentleman my moſt ſincere and hearty 


thanks. But ſtill the realized liberty of the 
French republic, laſt year, ſeems a riddle 5 


me; for it muſt be a ſtrange uncertain equality 
that can be dependent upon the death or life, 


the ins or outs of place of this or that particular 


. perſon, by which the ties of friendſhip between 
man and man are to be broken or rivetted. 


even little family diſſentions, how neceſſary as a 
ſuperintendant, or maſter of the chair, is it to ſuffer 
that truly friendly divinity, called Mediocrity, to 
fill it, and be the true beloved exciſeman, the 

. univerſal ſcrutinizer, gauger and director of 


7 


But alack! alack! in all party matters, and 


nations and men's minds. The frequent changes 


of ſtates and governments in France, Holland, 


Corſica, Pruſſia, &c, have proved lately how new 


ſtarted heroes fail as to the great end of their 
| anions: the : PDE immortalized in the Paris 


* 


* 
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d Roberſpierre, WhO were 
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Z 3dolized, 3 are in a ſhort ſpace of time Aeſpiſed A | 
their worſhippers. Good God! let cool reaſon 
reflect, and ſee. with aſtoniſhment how the 
Jacobins, the directors of that mighty empire, 
how fallen, how low at this day ! A certain proof 


of the inſtability of party, and the uncertain fluc- 


tuations of the day, week, and year. Indeed 
| theſe perpetual ſtruggles for power, reminds me 


of the Duke of Buckin hangs 8 Rehearſal; where 


18 laid: 1 


Ply. well, if iy heard us wiper, they 1 turn Us 
out, and nobody elſe will take us. | 

Smith. Not for politicians, I dare Tile ors "T6 
67 Let's then no more ourſelves in vain bemoan: 
Me are not ſafe until we them dethrone. „ 

. "Tis right: 8 5555 
And ſince occaſion now 1 debonair, 
1 ſeize on this, and you ſhall take that chair: 


No, Tn take that, ana ou ſhall take. the other 5 


chair. 


Baye. And here: the whole Rate 8 -torm'd gutt 0h 


Theſe lines 1 have 1 ates, e are 
Þurlefque.; but a whimſical parody does not, in 
many inſtances, -carry with it a burleſque on the 


3 lines alluded to: Mr. Murphy. has remarked 3 


Jnſtance (from Pope): WON. 


wk « Old Edwards armour "beams e on Cibber's brake. 


1 


Aarly, and have left the other buſtle entirely with- 
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* 


c It 18, nt doubt an object ridiculous 
4e POE but then, I think, it falls neither on 
<< old king Edward, nor _ ORR 95 on Dos | 


8 FF armoursbearer.” 


pd now, my patient eee , whoſe 
temper, whether good, bad, or indifferent, has 5 
been well tired and much fatigued, and I am ſure 
you wiſh me to drop the curtain for the Hull 
ſeaſon, and get to reſt, as his or her buſineſs re- 


quires; for, as Hamlet ſays, Every man has 
s buſineſs and deſires, ſuch as they are.“ But 
how is it poſſible: to make a grand cloſe, unlefs 
the entertainment is performed and finiſned, and 


whether, as the laſt effect, the public accepted, 
approved, or were diſſentients. Why then be it 
made known to all my readers, and the public „ 
Hull in particular, chat a fracas, recent in me- 
1 occurred at that place. 

The childiſh behaviour of many of the 1 


vers, on account of Mr. Cherry's new-fangled pan- 
1 tomime at Hull, February, 794, {the account of 
. which has been given at full) would, I ſanguinely 1 


hoped, have cured any attempt of fimilarity of 
:ſpleen, even to the ridiculous, ſo early again to 
rear its head as in Feb. -1795:—But facts are ſtub- 
born things, and it would not be wiſe, politic, or 
candid to have noticed the one ſo very particu- 
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out n tho Leonfe ſs, that 1 am med 
to blur my hiſtory with ſuch a piece of patch- 
work inſigniſicance at my finiſh; a period that 
ſhould end with pleaſure, profit, glory, and ho- 
nour: yet the fates ordained it otherwiſe. But 
to uſe mere matter _ no 8 85 wa wall come to e 
NV 

Mr. Edwin 0 FO his wats 2 getting | 
up a kind of wwhimfical mixture, called Valentine and 

-Orſon. Now before I enter on the merits or de- 
-merits of the inſurgents that unexpectedly ſtarted | 
up, and of courſe wanted quelling, I will take 

- this opportunity to give a Recipe for ignorant or 

| wiſer heads to fully comprehend what makes a 
5 good pantomime mixture: I have often had my 4a 
> doubts how to make it, but have had my under- 8 
ſtanding cleared from Covent Garden theatre, 
1794-8, and bring the Morning Herald as a "6 
voucher for my authenticity. The good i ingre- 
dients are rare and valuable, and require great 
ſtudy and attention to prepare the proceſs; but | 
when well mingled, it is wandienil _ org 2 
N your tbe: animal . as e VV oþ 
| 2114 
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|, Ribbons, aud Ram Homm.. 


Me Devil in the Milt e 2 : © 
4 How to kick uþ.a Duft : : 


| Clown i A the Hi 8 Stye : 


forget ond e with 4 well that cads 5 | 


F well. 
z Cent Garten Ther, there 8 for, you! 


3 if 3 3 1 will bid 1 to the ſtage 


or ever Why, days a ſhrewd reader, «allthis 


nſenſe!”—Granted:—but-as Sir John Engliſh 


ſaga Nea, it is nonſenſe; 5 but it is xaſltly 
pretty. But I. muſt (as a:teſt for ur Harle- 
- quin RUMPUS,. dark or in the light at Hull) pro- 
ceed with the ĩnformation, that when Mr. Edwin 
brought his Pantomime to me, and with naming TE 
how he. could with to have it. performed,—on look- 
ing over Mr. Edwin's -20i/hed-for caſt, :(for truth '- 


muſt here, as an hiſtoriap be:ſtrictly adhered to) l 


chſerved that 2 principal actreſs in the company 
ured with the title of 
Princeſs, and all the ladies, -count-attendants = 
humble ſervants, were all allotted ſomething to 
partments wanted to fill; a 
ſtrange as true to relate as eredible, that even the 5 
_ iſt Places at court did. not meet with Sen 


(Mrs, Jerman) was ho 


do. in the various de 


. e . 


E . pi Re eden 1 


* : — . 0 > 
* 8 * ; ? 3 * 1 . Vs 
EY EET n 2 a N af 4 
3 | - 
N F 3 * 
* 


IR * 
. Abc oo 
o 


l n ! #4; Ld 
Naa, 4 Eh. WS l Ok wi r 
2 * 
. NE EET 
3 * PR «ak — o'M 


: 222. This WANDERING: PATENTRE. | 


5 5 . „ but all preferred, when put to 
the teſt, their own humble citizen equality. and 


fraternizing; they Would not attend King Pepin” 8 


court, but formed a Jacobin club in oppoſition. 
I obſerved to Mr. Edwin, that unleſs Mrs. Edwin 


would aſſiſt in her own proper perſon, to aid what 
Was intended entitely to ſerve her own income, 


I could not, nor would not, enforce any edict on 


other actreſſes z for T thought it had the appear- 


ance of too much Hauteur, and marking the 
other ladies as inferior, in a manner ſo flagrant, 


as muſt inevitably occaſion diſguſt and refuſals, 


and thoſe refuſals ſhould not be cenſured, but 
Would be attended with proper natural Tight of 


pride and propriety. However Mrs. Edwin, like 


__ ther fine ladies, did not like to be advifed or di. 

rected, but left all the affair to the management 

of her huſband, who's was to o dictate it to as Aber 
perſon as he pleaſed. — | 


To begin :—The crown, as King Pepin, was 


5 offered'to Mr. Penſon—(who is not at all wanting 
in ſelf- <conſequenice, but poſſeſſes that ſhining qua- 
lity to a great, and, at times, in a moſt viſible, de- 


Bree); which he, like Cæſar, when preſented the 


| third time, ain obſtinately perſiſted in the refuſal, 


1 cannot forbear hinting, that T fear fome little 


5 unguarded behaviour of the moment, at the early 


part of the ſeaſon from Mr. Edwin, Was the 


den enk for ſuch anyielding conduct ur. 


* " "% 8 
. oy 2 — 
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Edwib, ſonie time previous, aſked Mr. South- Ds. 
gate to afliſt in his pantomime, to the which ap- 
plication Mr. Southgate replied, Ay, my dear 
« boy, any thing !” but when the time appointed 
came, and the Green Man (a fighting Bob) was 
offered Mr. Southgate, he refuſed it, and urged, 4 . 
believe with truth) that the tournament required., 
(for want of practice) would be too weighty a ta 
for his ſtrength to encounter: To that remons- 5 
ſtrance I yielded, and that valiant champion was 
allotted young Mr. Mills, who engaged i in the fu- 
rious conflict with Mr. Edwin and Mr. Michell, as 
Valentine and Orſon: The trio was encountered 
| with amazing intrepidity, and (according to the 
modern and the ancient phraſes) each performed 
prodigies of valour, notwithſtanding, at the re- 
hearſal, Harry Mills had nearly loſt his thumb i an 
the praftice.—Poh | that was a trifle ! the greater 
the danger, the more the honour and the glory. 8 
But ſtill the throne was empty. No King Pepin 
8 either to guide our councils, or reward the com- 
batants; for Mr. Southgate turned as ſavage as 
che wild Orſon, and would not accept of kingly 
E dignity.—He and Mr. Penſon both urged, that 
for a ſhilling any ſupernumerary out of the ſtreet 
might do as well; and Mr. Penſon not only ſaid _ 
* that a 6 might do, but by his ac. 
1 cepting of ſo inſigniſicant Aa part, his reputation, Fo 
as 0 eee would be e rained Sroughoue 1 
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the three kingdoms! To ſuch conceited, pom- - 
pous, puffed-up argument I cannot ſubmit, and 
for two reaſons; Tupernumeraries (without con- 
ſidering expence and the inconvenience of teach- 
ing, cc.) cannot underſtand the buſineſs of the 
Tcene; beſides, if they could, and did, where 
are they to find what we actors on the ſtage call 

0 Properties, accoutrements, cc. Which the ac- 

5 tors, with propriety, would not lend, and without 
which King Pepin and others muſt appear lean 
e and even the manager's decora- 
tive ſhapes, &c. would be refuſed by that very 
Mr. Penſon, Mr. Southgate, and every other 
performer, if wanted the enſuing night, as not 
Lit. worthy to be worn, becauſe the dreſs or drefſes 
| "had been uſed the preceding evening by vul- 
gar ſtage-keepers, F ſtage- guards, &c.—Now here 
the reader will readily perceive. that I vos a re- 

_ duced general, goaded by ſurrounding and per- 
plexing difficulties; and by ſuch dilemma expe- 
rienced, that my army was not all ſound and true; 
my guards were vainted; conſequently Mr. Edwin 
Could not have ſuppreſſed the breaſts. of many 
other diſeontents, had T not, for example ſake, 
(though i ill) forſaken my fire-ſfide and Juleps in 
"that ſevere ſtormy weather, and accepted the 

| neglected crown of King Pepin: If 1 had not 
taken that refource, Mr. Edwin could not have 
ad hi Font entertainment performed, for 
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a refuſers would have walked with pleaſure be- 


hind the ſcenes, and delighted in ſeeing me 
in ſuch a predicament: Indeed, but for one per- 


ſon, I may relate with truth, that if the enter- 
tainment was to be done, (Whether good or bad 3 5 
is not the queſtion) there was no other poſſible = 
mode. with. decency, or- keeping the reſt of the 


trooptotheir duty, and reſt ontheir arms. Here my 


readers will perceive, that equality and obedience. 
are not ſo ſtrictly at the nod of managerial inſluence 
as is generally ſuppoſed: Not but it is indiſpen- 
ſible to remark the ſteadineſs of a veteran ank 
rtſpected officer in my ſervice, named Cummins, 
who, on hearing of the ridiculous-and-unexpeRed. 
affray, not only ſent, but waited, on me. even to 
ſolicitation, to bag, that whilſt he had two legs 
and able to walk, he might be the ſaid King 
| Pepin: But as I had accepted the regal dignity, 
and had very properly forfeited Mr. Southgate's 
week's ſalary, I judged it my duty, in a political 
and in am honourable: view, to perform my per- 
ſonal attendance to receive my court. When : 
the curtain dropped, whether the audience were 
pleaſed or the contrary I know not on that even- 
ing, February 12, 1795, of that the public are to 
judge, nor has it any thing to-do with the fooliſh 1 
cControverſy, but truſt that my fame in the three 
| kingdoms (were it of the utmoſt importanee) wWill 
not be ee by wearing che crown as BS 5 
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Pepin. e ended the Hull ſeaſon, not profit. S 1 


ably; but it would have proved ſo had the receipts 5 
been equal to the laſt year 17043 but they were 0 
200l. leſs: Which unlucky circumſtance, I fear, | 


may truly be aſcribed to the frequent unthinking MF «+ 
riotous behaviour that too often occurred, which, 
of courſe, was diſagreeable to every one, and a 


terror to all ladies unfortunately nervouſly af-- 8 
flected. Happy age, when the late ducheſs of Bed- = 
ford declared that her predominant ſtar was ſo f 
lucky as to > have her born before nerves were in ; 
faſhion! | 


Minen bor wir issen is hoſpitable E Hull, oe 
now only one jaunt more, and, good fellow-tra- 
veller, we will part; but ſay you, the roads are 
bad, the wind whiſtles, and it is cold; why, never 
mind, it is but this once—Preſto, paſs! Seel ſee! 
lo! how quick here we are arrived at York, all 
diſmal, a mournful theatre, mournſul ſtreets! A 
= _. dreary proſpect even for my ſpring ſeaſon, the 
= affizes falling ſo unfortunately by the judge going 


4 flirſt to Lancaſter, that when he comes to York, - 
_ . ; FM 3 on | 
1 the /econd week (with a promiſed proſpect of a 


| crowded town) the theatre muſt be ſhut, as it falls 


iin Paſhon Week; and to make that worſe, in- 


| ſtead of being at York, as uſual, on the Saturday 
to open his commiſſion, it does not happen this 
; year till Tueſday, March 24; ſo that I lofe not 
| only my principal * 8 the e, will 8 
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not . LR but the Wedneſday. will be the Ab. 
ſembly, Friday the great Concert, —all the world | 


will be there,—and I ſhall only have Thurſday - 


and Saturday, March 26 and 28, to repair my in- 
conceivable loſſes, and playing to 71. 10l. and. 
121. per night, and that at great expences. 
Now the loſs of a public week is of truly 
ne conſequence to me, as it is not in the 


round of theatrical variety from Fortune s lap ta 


give me another.—Suppoſe an order from the 
Lord Chamberlain to, clofe the York theatre on 


the race - week, with permiſſion to open the Mon- 5 


day following; hy, it would be like a phyſician 
coming too late to a poiſoned patient when paſt 
all hope, all help, all cure.—I do not mean to be 
here underſtood that I would 1gnorantly inſinuate 
the buſineſs of the nation is to be appointed ſooner 
or later becauſe I have a theatre at York; by 
no means, I have no ſuch i impertinent aſſurance, 5 
but my philoſophy is ſhook. by ſo unfortunte an 
event for me, my family, and the company; and 
1. with. for a little preſent ſympathy and comfort 
in what to me is ſeriouſly a real misfortune and | 
_ affliction; For, if I am deprived 'of the means by 2 
war,. peſtilence, or famine, I cannot pay unleſs I 


do receive; and want is a companion I do not 


with to ſee or feel. But, without lamentations, | 
or affecting to laugh at what is no joke, I will 
haſten to my journey's end, wn that my; 
„„ EL: 4 


5 been poſſible to ha 


nee? . : mY 
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| abilities i in the comic or the bea 0 or is wie. 


Acal, or the caricature, were better able to have 
| afforded more worthy entertainment, as well for. 


my own ſake as for the paſtime of my patrons and 
_ peruſers. Not but that I fit down contented as I 


am, rather than poſſeſs the abilities and acuteneſs. 


of Peter Pindar; and my reaſon for that ſelf· con- 
ſolation is, without compliment, that I. really 
judge, had 1 poſſeſſed his education, with Ris un- 

common ſuperiority of a 


mind to à probability of ever being in the leaſt 
degree entertained by any other perſon or pe 


ſions as by myſelf; and though a walking fund of 
entertainment, like Falſtaff, who not only has wit 


in himſelf, but creates it in others, yet til, Trhink; 


I could not have reliſhed any conyerſation but ſelk 7 
to have made me happy. Therefore I will wrap. 

_ . myſelf in my cloak of ſtupidity, and be as cheer- 
ful and contented as the times, and the pockets. 


af the public will let me; for to boch fix à long 


. ing eye, knowing no parties, but wiſfuing every 
 indlividualto enjoy peace and bappinefs ac welt s 

myſelf, whether a royalift, à religioniſt, # ter- 

wriſt, a moderate, or ay etber title Mat W 56. 


AS 


Ty and faſhion _ DES on an ee 541 


15 gloxicie 


lities, it would not have: 
e lowered ſuch: an eren 


7 Fam mt now Kinking, chat, in my cs per- 
. 5 # revive, withtheutmoſt. propriety,, BZ 


fa 


3 SPP, ny: Sy. £63; * * 
WE EN? N 
3 
1 * wy - 
* — 
, *. 0 — 
1 
o 4 
* 


THE WANDERING PATENTEE,. 229 


in a combined unfortunate juncture, ce A Play- __ - 
© houſe to be Let; or, the Manager in Dif- 2 
& treſs. &. I do not like to whine, but when 
i preſſed and almoſt pinched to the bone, courage 
fails and nature trembles. This wonderf ul 
change cannot be entirely attributed to the un- 
fortunate war, as London, Newcaſtle, Bath, 
| Hull, and many other towns, during. their. ſeaſons, - 
have given evident proofs to the contrary: No, 
it is owing to the York theatre not being thought 
of as a place for faſhionable amuſement; for 
York. this winter '1795, is much better ſprinkled 
with genteel viſitants than 1 have known it for 
many winters back. But as encouragement re- 
treats, a bad ſet of players muſt be the conſequence, 
or a difmiſſion of all, as their exiſtence depends 
chiefly on the profits ariſing from benefit nights; 
and ſoldiers will not fight, nor players act, without 
expecting a reward for ſervices. Theatres, like 
taxes, are pretty amuſement for ſmall talk over a 
. converſatione, but when the day of payment comes, 
it places (with uſurpation) poverty and . 
as intruding viſitants at the table, which diſplaces 
pleaſant friends and plenty at the ſocial board:— 
But what are riches ? 2 Periſhable commodities, 
when compared to a mind in poverty, for there 4 
1&2 a conſolation i in the followin ROS | 


; = : 5 When lands and goods are gone and en] | 1 1 5 1 k 1 


2 e. za maſt ele!!! 
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"NF St a admit that, added to Fries concomi- 

tant misfortunes this winter attending the theatre, 

that death and univerſal illneſs has ſpread terror 

cover the whole city, as I do not know Oy. one 
family that has been-in perfect health. 

Pray God ſmiling peace may ſoon toes: rea- 

ſon, wealth, and happineſs to the king, people, the 

conſtitution, and the world at large. The dif. 

aſters and contentions of the times, and the ill 

| combination of this and laſt year's fatal calamities, 

bring to my mind moſt forcibly, the following 

lines from Shakſpeare, and I doubt not but every 
reader will highly approve their inſertion :- —— 


I am ned; methinks, an loſe my way 
Amongſt the thorns and dangers of this world,— 
Nor for the bare-picked bone of Majeſty _ 
Doth dogged War briſtle bis angry creſt, | | 
And ſnarleth i in the gentle eyes of Peace: Lo | 
No powers from home , and d: iſcontents at home, 
Meet in one line; and vaſt confuſion waits. 
(As doth a raven on a ſick- fallen beaſt) | 
The imminent decay of wreſted pom. 
_ How happy he whoſe cloak and cindture « can 
Hold out this tempeſt. | 
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"_ nd e 6 are brief i in 8 5 : | 
And heaven itſelf doth frown upon the land. 


I juſt take a minute to inform the reader, that 
Mr. Lk LEw1s (well known in London as an 
actor of reſpectable _— and FRY received 
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with approbation i in Scotland and Ireland). i is en- 
gaged at the Tork theatre on Tueſday and Wedneſ- 
day, March 24 and 25, and I augur with ſucceſs 
and applauſe. More cannot here be ſaid relative 
to that gentleman, as this work will have re- 
ceived its 3 ons from the prefs by that 
e 3 
. e now, FEE) crarelling companion 1 for Caghs 
5 1 hope and truſt you are, thanks for your pa- 
tience, and if, with my prittle prattle, I have a 
and: there been fo happy as to entertain, I am. 
truly gratified; where I have erred I plead for- 
giveneſs, and am certain that is the only reward . 
_ can or ſhall expect for my time and the peruſer's. 
(I fear) exhauſted temper. If we take the zig-zag 


travelling, with the here, the there and every 
where, from town to town, and city to city, we 
have- gone, ideally, ſome. thouſands of miles to- 


gher: So accept my wiſhes that happineſs may 
attend Now: e ws whether by a or br 
land. 

This appears to me. an 1 moment, as 1 CODY 
ſpeak to the world as a laſt farewel. Garrick, 
when he took leave of the ſtage ſhed tears; I 
do not wonder at it, for when all little heats ane 


animoſities are over, the hearts of the public glow: 
with gratitude, good wiſhes, and affection to - 
wards an old ſervant; and Garrick's heart muſt - 


bare: felt the ſame ſenſations. - cc. e but“ an 
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T over. 


. | 5 ; me for the blow. 


5 chair, and pleafare at will.“ Grantedz- 
all that, without health and fpirits, what ava 


Had he been as amply- provided for 2. tho age of 5 
forty, the pang of fare wel age not have touchad: 


| His feelings fo. poignar 
_ Garrick was then Ate anche eek 


te be parried, truly affected his feelings atv 


. paſſions, becauſe he augured his fare wel te this 


life was near approaching: chat was the true 


urgent motive that occafioned. that mournful- 
parting. So, now with me, it is not the parting. 
with my muſe of fire or water that grieves me, 


but being advanced into my fifty-fixth year, en- 
feebled with lameneſs and a flimſy habit of body, 
I perceive the real ghaſtly Phantom, with quick. 


eps attending my adieu of ceremony. to my. 

readers; conſequently, I here feel afflifted, affec- 
tionate and trembling, when I ſay —_— 7 but 
end is ny: and the in, er 


Bat on all Sime gene 3 . 
| the day of trial, muſt muſter all the man within; 


nnd {ines what muſt be, muſt be; let neceflity 


_ Jfupply the place of time and nnn. ul arm 
It is related of the Dake 


of ce n . 


reign of Edward IV. that he choſe to make his 


he — 2: . eajdy: 8 ee 


T} ny is 
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exit id hoatheut of Madeira: and as par . 
a melancholy theme, I will inſtantly, in my pre- 
ſent ſtupor, arouſe my faculties with a bumper of 
the ſaid. liquor, as a health to all my friende, 


and the public at: large — 7 ic done l.—it has gane 


down with a zeſt -O, I am comforted And 
now with gratitude, and reſpectfal regard, for all, 
indulgences and errors, With every good will and 

wiſh for my brethren, praying for the ſucceſs of 
theatres and univerſal patronage, with improving 

ſenſe and wit on the ſtage, and good humour 
and lenity, with proper correction to keep the ac- 
tors from being allowed to diſgrace themſelves, 


by never forgetting where they are, and the cha- 


racters r e 1 ne to 128 and ets > 
£ au. 


their moth devoted, faithful, 5 


honoured, and much obliged: 88 


en 


humble ſervants 7 


Db TATE WILKIN SON;. 
z «-Who adds to blockheads ks one blockhead more,” 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tur two firſt RELICS here: publiſhed, . 
and preſented to the public, were once 
the property of the late much-admired 
author and wit, SAMUEL Foore; ; the third 


was written for . Beard, by Davin 
Ganklex. yy 
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Wramatls Perlonae. 


Puzztz, - | - Mr, WILEINSON. 
FREBZLevz, Mr. HOLLAND. 
Manly, - Mr. BURTON. 5 b 
Prorurzx, - Mr. CROSS. - - 
Crano, : 8 Nr. BLAKES. 
PLayzns by ſeveral of the Company.” 


E * LF 25 
: o * s 
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3 was e the night of May 141 we 
when Mr. FOOTE acted PUZZLE, Bounce was 
performed by Mr. WILKINSON, -. 
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5 ACT II*, 1 
0 SEN E-TEUE PLAY-HOUSE.” 
Enter 1 ks fullvwed 1 PROMPTER, 


| | 1 =. 
A* Tavcs to your impertinence ! I tell youT 1 am 


above law. 5 : 


Prompt. Why, Sir, 'twas but laſt e I 3 os 
goodiſh-looking well-dreſs'd man, that fat in the 
next box at the porter-houſe, affirm, that to his 
knowledge, if you proceeded to exhibit, you and 


your pupils would be all ſent to Bridewell., _ 
 Puz. So much the better ;—the miniſtry will 


then interpoſe ; They who are now purſuing in 


every point the public good, can't refuſe to patro- 


nize my plan. But this is all ſtuff ;—the idle ru- 


mour of the day.——ls there any body without? 
Prompt. All the pupils, Sir,—and. Mr. Crambo, 
the poet. 185 
Pux. It is Wange that man won't take an an- 


ver —L'Il deſpatch him firſt—Shew him in. 


N Mr. Crambo. 


* Lavy 3 from « Taſte," LE . for . 5 
fun act, and performed that years 1757-9, by Mr. Foo r and : 


Mr. Wirxixson, but is here omitted, as it is 1 ip Mr, 
Foote's works. 1 „„ . 


$ 
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{Na Caampo.. = 
Pu Why I told you, Mr. What-d WG, 
hat 1 exhibir no pieces but my e will 
| YOU— 
Dram. It Is very hard; I am fare. I-write to 
the preſent taſte. . | 
> Puz. Then it is not worth Tas. , The 
preſent taſte is abominable, corrupt. To correct, 
. that is part of my plan. Are you anſwered?ꝰ 
Cream. Then all my hopes are vaniſh'd! here 
have I been a ſcene-dany ler for theſe: thirty years, | 
and my writings conſtantly ER ON every W : 
of. h 3p these. 
There's beet in e m 3 : 
e this? h 
enn AB; Src i 
Px. ied what was their Judgmons?: 
OT Plump againft m. - _ 
| 5 1 diſlike that,—Is i it a a ngey or a 3 
. mtr 
Cram. A Si ae 
Fux. What's your arte: 3 
ee | Bungy. 1 | „„ 
Fi There? 8 novelty in a that-—There's Galt in 5 
| Me- Wiens your ſubject? | 
Ceran. I'Il read the argument. . 
Pu. No, give it me. Very few authors e can 
read their own-works. — | Reads} << Mare Anthony, | 
Julius pag? Pompey the Great, and Peter Rey: 


3 


13 


— 


- 


THE Monring „ 

"Cram. Thars my Englim . 1 have 
mixed him with the Romans, to ſhew the ſuperiority 
of the ancients compar'd with the modernss. 

Paz. That's well conceiv'd. But to proceed 
and Peter Reynolds, are all inflam'd with love of 
the Prineeſs Maudlin, ſhe burns with an equal 
« ardour for them; for being bred up in a ſtate of 
„ innocence, ſhe thinks ſhe may, without offending 
the rules of modeſty, love the whole four; which | 
he does e WAR A. becoming. warmth of 
46 . ae ee „ 

Tram. II ee ile a/ Aiken. . 
Px. Eminently mournful, and night a 1 
upon my honour, Mr. Crambo. _ | 

Cram. But what I chiefly pique mylelf upon, is 


the propriety and unity of my characters; for while 
: my heroes are ranſacking all nature for lofty ſimiles 


for the princeſs, ſee how natural and Charatteriſtic 


5 page e 8 compariſon. 


{Reads)-—** Oh! what a lord mayor's feal 
eee 8 5 | : 


. Thy face is veniſon, 3 


5 7'S 2 : 1 


e And all thy other parts, are heef and 
Cram. Sir, I make him compare his e , 


| avith the things he is known to love beſt. _ : 
Nux. True. Beef and pudding —A- — . 


-ceit,—I am infinitely pleas'd with. the ſubje@ and 
s ers, and make no doubt but I ſhall'be equally 


| charm'd with your conduct. I am forry we cant 
any it a e at e e 8 IN 5 
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2 
* 
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may 88 me: fs the interim take W as my 
firm opinion my cool deliberate judgment; that 
your piece has more of the true veritable pathos, 


than any tragedy I have ſeen theſe ten years. 
Cram.- You comfort me.—And 1 bog & 

out? - 1 85 V 
Paz. It is my rel. 3 
Cram. Vour obliged and Ae en von 


have a letter wrote to you on your new project — 


or a copy of commendatory verſes in one : of the 


Journals? 
Pax. By and bye, it mayn't 1 and. 4 5 the 


5 mean time, the run of my kitchen and a 8 in ne 


pan, when I roaſt, you may command. 
g Cram. It ſhan't coſſ you a farthing. sir, your 
Ws obedient ſervant. N Exit Crambd 


Pux. That's a genius cn in . players. 
Prem. Walk i 9 gentlemen. 


* 


. Enter PLAYERS. Z 


OS So, gentlemen, I hope you have all Ja 


"pains to excel in your ſeveral parts.— But there are 


ſome new candidates. What are Your Wer or e ? 
Upp. Shoes and boots, Sir. | 
Puz. What! | 
Os He is the thoemaker, from Cranbourn- 


/ 


Auer. - | 
Po Oh! 1 beg his pardon,—Hontt Matter 
Upperleather. „ 

. "I" At Fur frvice. | 


Ea bh 


have the leſs to unlearn. 
| ge: org to the right and left :— 


THE MORN NC. „ 243 
. And W „you are ambitious —Nothing 


: bat a truncheon!—Tragedy, I ſuppoſe? 8 


e Yes. I likes that „ 
-*: Caniyou read? 


5 _ I could, when I came from the chartty» 


ſchool, near as well as my maſter : but I believe * 


have almoſt forgot. 
Pux. Try [Holde a book open ” . 


— 


* 
—— 


Up. Now are our bones broke with vifto- 55 


ries.” 


Pu. Often very true, in fact. = Bas. not cx to 
However, I like your ignorance, you'II 
Come, See, now 


RG letter. | 


Enter MAN LY and FazrtLovE, 


| Hat Me. Freelove! I am your devoted ſervant ; 465 
find me in the __ of buſineſs ; in the midſt of be 
N . 15 

Free. Map your 1 PUP —1 have doh | 


this gentleman, no ſlender critic, I aſſure you, Mr. 


Puzzle, to wonder at your art. 


Punx. He does me honour. Hum 1 its in; 


an riper days may perhaps claim attention. 


215 Man I am no ſtranger to your talents. 


5 TI think it will do.— And ſhould we Gail 
* J intend to write a treatiſe on elocution, and 
read lectures to both univerſities . But to our buſi- 
5 neſs Range yourſelves to the right and left; —be 
; filent and attentive, —I firſt lay down Kong general 


* Mr. Sheridan was then giving le&u res, 


— . — V —7˖˙—⅛i¹r es eds —ä FH — 


0 cs for the een of the nnn 

Will afterwarlls «diſcern their particular applications. 
Take care; erect your heads, and project your 
cheſts. Very well. Now for the deportment of 


the hands. Vou can't hut have obſerved how often 


they embarraſs the actor, gentlemen: Sometimes 
here, ſometimes there, in ſhort, eternally in che 
Way. The players exerciſe u. 1 Firſt— Invoca- 
tion, Fendens ad ſidera palmas. Diſtinction; 
the pointed finger. Now, anger; the clinch'd 
_ fiſt for rage Total relaxation, AHilapidation, &c. 
for ſorrow.— Very well Now for a general diſ- 
poſition. Erect your heads; clench your fiſts; 
throw your heads upon your left ſhoulders; ſtart, 
and to the left about. Exceedingly well! A fine 
Expreſſion of anger! Now your grief; drap your 
heads; ſtrike your breaſts; dilate yopr jaws, and to 
the right about.— Very well Drop your jaw a 
little lower Oze f -the Hlayers eutends his mouth 
very wide. ]——:Zounids! I muſt raiſe that man's ſa-· 
ary to ſtop his mouth. Now fer an application uf 
theſe rules to a particular part Avance, Bounce; 
| take a turn or 4woz--there's a well- formed figure, 
all of ſhoulders, and ſine features. He ſhall treat 
yr with a rant lon. hana _ 985 mi de of 
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e 


bi. powers. Begin at Othello's ; occupation . 
gone,” Now catch at me, as if you would tear the 


very frings and all. Keep your voice lo loud - 4 


: neſs is no mark of paffon.— Mind Your ene - 


 Boun.” Villain 5 
F. Very well! 


55 . 
* 


5 Boun. Be ſure you prove my love a whore - 


Pux Admirable f 
2235. Be ſure on t— 
Pux. Bravo! | 
Beun. Give me the r e IN: 7 7 + 
: 2 Pux. Lay your . a 1 e upon 
OCC—Occ—0cc _ | 
© Boun. ee eee provi— | 
us. That's right! 
Boun. Or by the worth of my eternal ca 


Thou had'ſt better been born a dog _ 


_ Puz. Grind dog—a d—0—0—g, Iag— | 
Boun. A en Iago, than anſwer 0 wake 


a wrath. | : : 


Far Charming! = Now quick 22 al | 


the time.] | a 


Bous. Make me to fee it, or at leaſt ſo prove * 


That the probation bears no hinge or loop, 
To hang a doubt on 0 


Fux. A little more terror upon woe - wo- o-e, 


| like a maſtiff in a tanner's yard - wo- o-· o · 
[e anſwer each other W o- o- o- e, 1 8 


Boun. Upon thy %%% | 
If thou doſt ſlander her, and torture me „ 
Volume IV. NM | 


” 1 5 — * 
ß;ñ ³ . T——:T:! . . 8 : 
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| Pux. | Puſping . away]—Oh! £0 about your 
buſineſs twont do—go, . am | OTE. I andy 
given you this trouble. . . 
Boun. Why, Sir, I— 
Free, Oh! pray Mr. Puzzle, let me  intercede 


for him. 
Fux. [4s Mr. Mactlin]—Zounds, 5 Sir! do you 


cConſider the mode of the mind, that a man's ſoul is 
toſt, and loſt, and croſt, and his entrails broiling on 
2 gridiron.— Bring it from the bottom of your 1 5 
mach with a grind—as to- rr — 
| Boun. Torr—rture me 
BF Pax. T hat's my meaning. 
Bon. Never pray more; abandon all mos 
Puz. Now out with your arm, and ſhew . 
7 cheſt. — There's a figure! | 
Boun. On horror's head— | 
Puz. Now, out with your voice, ” 
' Boun. Horrors accumulate— | 
Puz. Now tender. re 
| Bous Do deeds to make var? 'n weep 8 
Pu. Now, terror, | 
Bon. All earth amaz'd!—For no othing can chou 
to damna-— %%% Oat „5 
. Pux. Grind na—na, PLL na, tion—— 1 5 | 
| Bown. Na, na, na, tion add greater than that. | 
Pu. Now, throw me from you, and Ill yield.— — 
Very well, keep that attitude. „our eye fix'd,— 
There's a figure; there's a contraſt. —His majeſtic 
a le and my timorous dee eee, are you " 


wot 


* . 


THE MORNING. * | „ 


: man, 14 you a ſoul or e Face lhapi: ſtay, this. 

will never do—we muſt think of ſome mechanical 

means to keep your fire alive; ſuch as a ns. to. 
yourſelf, oh! ah! bitch! hell! &c.- 


Boun. . 15 0 him PSS! 8 ah 75 bitch 7 


bell: Ec. 


Pux. That's 2TH do of the mand; —F or -if you i 


obſerve the phyſical operations of nature, and the 
moral agency of the paſſions; when the ſoul is ſo far 
analyzed, as that the corporeal is entirely ſwallow” d 
by the intellectual; why then the organical powers, 


are, as it were, ſtagnated: For ſtagnation I define 


to be a total abſence or ſeceſſion, ſo that the I am 


| —_— ae imitation 255 Are e how 1 8 | 


like him? 
Free. - Ids fo able an e he cannot gail 


Pax. Oh! this is nothing! I have, Mr. Freelore, | 

more imagination, than I know how to employ; 

more exquiſite conceptions. than 1 know how to be 
deliver'd of This! —why this is nothing; this Sir, 8 


18 but a ſmall part of my intention. ; 
Free. What elſe, good Sir? ws 


. 


Pux. Why in this cockpit, in this little ont a 


I intend to encircle all that can pleaſe and entertain. 


Burlettas, plays, lectures, bears, h nie 


dogs, and puppetſhews. 
Man. Puppetſhews! 
Pu. Ay Sir. . 
Man. How d' ye contrive that? 
Fi 4. That” s the my ſtery. ue 
1 5 vt 2. 


= 
8 j 
1 


—— 1 - 
n 


— — 
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| welt ' DIVERSIONS or 


Man, Faith I can't. 8 
Puz. Then Tl tell 5e as puppets are, 1 
you know, calculated to repreſent men and women; 
I make men and women imitate puppets. _ 11 

Free. A moſt ingenious device. 5 
Puz. Is it not? I think we ſhall be « even a with the 
little gentry. — But ſtill I ſee a cloud of doubt upon 
your brow, to remove that take a mort ſpecimen of 
my intentions. = 5 | 
le e 
Man. Was there ever ſuch a coxcomb? | 
Free. Never.—He is lively though En, 
Man. Come Freelove, let's march; I am ſatisfied. 7 
Free, No, let's have em all. pon my word, 
Mr. Puzzle, this is a maſterpiece of invention. 
Puz. Oh! mine is an olio: Something to be 


2 


found that will hit every taſte. For. thoſe who don't = 


like pork, we have partridge. " 
Free. But your Duxletta; how 18 that brought 2 


about, Sir? | 5 
Pux. Oh! I have W in E e 5 
Without !- —Prompter ! | are Dog ene In 


waiting! 5 
Prompt. Not « come, lr bw | 
Pux. Why then call WrLK1x308 —He tal 15 

give his imitations. . 
Prompt. He is not in the houſe, Sir. | 
Pux. No !—What not in the way to give his i imi- 

ations! He is very negligent. But toyprevent diſ- 
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. in the entertainment, I will give them | 
-myielf;* | 3 
 [Initations, , &c. here, and a corona Jus; as 
Foorts.] Dos 
Pu. That's unlucky But as all their materials 
-are derived from me, I can es you a ſketch of 
their execution. e 
Free. In what lara 5 | 
Puz. Why, as we have already, heav'n be praie'd! 
_nonſenſe enough in our own language, I intend con- 
1 that to the original—Iralien, 
Man. It won't be underſtood. : : 
5 Did you ever know nonſenſe that was?—A 


hn remark that of yours. Cn . 


Enter PROMPTER who nobiſfers var. 
Pux. The devil“ 
Prompt. This inſtant, Sir, the clerk waits . you. . 
Pux. A moſt mortifying interruption gentlemen, 
El am immediately ſummons'd before their wor- 
ſhips, at Weſtminſter, with ſevere threats if 1 pro- 
ceed to execute my intended plan. Damn'd hard 
1 „ that poiſon ſhould be allowed free vent at Sad- 
lers“ Wells+ and Iflington, and an embargo laid on 
ſound ſenſe and ſatire at Drury-Lane. 
Here Mr. WII xIxsoN in the character of Mr. Foorx, : , 


_ PuzzLE, gave an imitation ef Mr. Foor x and Mrs. CLIvx. 
Mr. and Mrs. CADWALLADER, and other characters, K“ 


1 filled up more than a quarter of an hour. 


+ At Sadlers Wells (at that period) a pint of wine or 
punch was allowed every auditor. 


a, 


- — We AT EET Mo rr ET mn = n 
e 
4 


a0 DIVERSIONS or, &c. 


| Cenſor, , 


Free, Severe indeed! - «4 0 
Fux. However, 1 mall e upon Hate pa- 


tience for a quarter of: an hour, to give bs a hint 


of my burletta. 


ere the 1 | 
Pur. Gentlemen your ſervant; if you can n ſtay 


half an hour, I will ſee you Os, : if not, report 


me and my N e „ b Puzzle, 


— 


'F, re. Bede devil ooh mou auge Manly, or 


mall we wait his return? 


Man. No, I have oh e you have mid 8 


your aim, Freelove; I am no proſelyte to your 


pleaſures, I long for my fabine field: And when ſo 
diſtinguiſhed a genius as Mr. Puzzle, ſuffers per- 
ſecution, I may ſay with the deſcendant of the _ 


6G The poſt of hea is a private Ration.” oy 


TEE END. 


: or 
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WRITTEN er Ma. FOOTE. 


* 


* 


. PRINTED FROM HIS OWN RAND-WRITING. _ 


* 


| SAMUEL FOOTE, Ex. 


THE THEATRE-ROYAL IN THE HAYMARKET, 1763. 


F 
1 
"=o 
* 
. 
4 


N 3 


CHARACTERS. | 


Taz Jones - 2 5 Mr. LEWIS, fon 


CovunstLLoOR Dawvun, Ee 
| ( againſ} Foote) © bs * 15 FOOTE. z 
COUNSELLOR Rn, r. RM | 


8 


SCENE IN DUBLIN—IN 75 HE FOUR COURT. 8. 


The ſame in Dublin as the Court of 8 Bench 


in London. Mr. Foote (when retired from the 


Court) ſlipped off the Counſellor's wig and gon. | 
and 1 0 as 1 8 


er 


SCE 44e 1 N FULL COURT 0 ON T RIAL. | 


Fip vor, COUNSEL, LAWYERS, Sc. 8 | 


Stage full, 


| Eh 8 Myr Lord, I am Counſel againſt his Mr. 


Foote, and a pretty ſort of a parſon this Fot is every 
inch of him.—[coughs]—You may ſay that—whee, - 
hee, hee, [as a deep cough]—but I ſhould be glad to 
know what kind of right now this Fot has to be any 
body at all but himſelf; indeed, my Lord, Llook upon 
it that he may be indicted for forgery; whee—hee, 
hee. [coughing |—Every body knows that it is forgery 
to take off a man's. hand; and why not. as bad to. 
take off a man's leg; beſides, my Lord; it concerns: 
yourſelf — yourſelf *, for, God willing, I don't deſpair 
in a little time of ſeeing your Lordſhip on the ſtage. 
A pretty ſort of a buſineſs this, that your Lordſhip 
is to be taken off the bench, there where you are 


f fitting, without your knowing any thing az all at all 
of the matter, and all the while that, to your think- _ 


ing, you are paſling ſentence here in the four courts, 

En you may, for what you can tell, be hearing cauſes 
dn dhe Haymarket. So that, Gentlemen of the Jury, 5 
=, you have a mind to keep yourſelves to yourſelves, 


5 A mode of expreſſion peculiar to > Ws with; ny 81 egg, bi 
mind it 8 at 9 5 at all,” 


M 15 8 
7 
. 5 
« 
» 


— — —— 


5 faid indictment. 
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and not to ſuffer any body elſe to be. you kw your- 


ſelves, and your Lordſhip does not chooſe to be in 


London whilſt you are ms in Dublin; ou: wil | 

find the priſoner Fot guilty. | 
Judge. I agree entirely with my brother 1 | 
| that this Fot is a moſt notorious offender, and ought 


to be taken meaſure of, and taught how dangerous 


= thing i it is for him to tread upon other people's toes; 
and ſo, as my brother obſerves, to prevent his being 


ſo free with other oy” 8 25 we will lay him by 
the heels. 


Nuirt. My Lord, I move to quaſh 20 0677-4 . 
; ment, as irregular. and totally void of preciſion.— 
It is there ſaid that ſaid Fote did, by force of arms, 


imitate the lameneſs, &c. of ſaid Paragraph. Now as 
we conceive this imitation could not be executed by 
the arms but the leg only, we apprehend the laving 


out legs and putting in arms e and nullifies 


Demur. Fye, brother | ER the e are : 
all quite clane againſt vou; vide Serjeant Margin's 


Reports, chap. ix. page 42, line 6, Magra againſt 


Murg ——Magra was indicted for aſſaulting, by 
force of arms, ſaid Murg, by eins him a 9 in 


the breech, and it was held good. 
Judge. Where, brother N 


| Tubge. | Magra 1951 Me, 


Demur. And in the ſame book, „ : 5 


the ſame objection, Phelim O'F lannagan, for the 


- | Demur. Chap. 1 ix. page 42, line 6. Ages apint — 
” Murg! 1, 


ron A LIBEL. F 


1 3 of his watts was found guilty Wt man- 
ga „ ; „ 


Quirt. My . 85 

Fudge. You are, brother, out of ſatan in your 
objection; you are too early, we will firſt find the 
traverſer guilty of the indictment, and then we will 


onde if the indiQment- i is oak for _ 1 or 8 
a 1 15 15 the ny that i 18 ; the lay, | 


any word of it. 


Quirk. I ſubmit. . 3 = 


| Demur. Now we will proceed to oj the fact upon - 
| Fot; call Dermot O'Dirty This is a little bit of 


A Printer's Devil. 
 Puirk, We object to this wit: we 
Denur. Why ſo? | 


| - Quirk. He was convicted laſt Trim Alle, of 1 
perjury, and condemned to whipp*d. | 


| Fudge. And was he whipp'd? _ FO 


 Puirk, No, my Lord, he ran awa y. from the goaler 


Judge. Is he in Court? 
„VV 8 

Judge. Why, in his rand 1 Oꝰ Dirty Is 
doubtleſs an incompetent witneſs, for not having 


| ſuffered. the law. The books aver he can art be 
believed; but in order to reſtore his credit at once— 
here goaler, take L Dermot O'Dirty into the ſtreet, 
flog him handſomely, he will, by that means, be- 
come refus in curia, and his Actions be ad. 15 
| mitted of courſe. 1 8 e | 


— \ "+ 


1 
q 
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Denur. 8 that is te d hive ion 
15 1 the truth whipp'd out of a man, but your 
. Lordſhip has Fre che ene to We it into him | 


again. 


Judge. The, n 1 nous: not give 1 
e to try an innocent man unleſs a jury could be 


found to bring him in guilty. An able Magiſtrate 


ſhould have all the properties of a thorough-bred 
hound, be a good finder, a ſtaunch purſuer, and a 


keen killer; for the great duty of a judge is to 
| puniſh; and I am never ſo ms RY. as when 7 am 


doing my duty. 


; 


| Demur. Oh! I know it, my Been ou. area 
worthy magiſtrate: Why, your Lordſhip is likely 


to have a great deal of pleaſure this ſeſſions, there is 
a large liſt of priſoners, I hear. a | 
Fudge. Yes, brother—And, Heaven be raiſed, | 
a good many for capital crimes; I think, brother, 
if T have any eg I ſhall be be able to. Es ten or 


2 dozen. 


Demur. Ay! 


Judge. Ay; beſides larcenies and where ollences. 
Why. I don't deſpair, God willing, to 1 0 this 
Fot a very good flogging. 
Denur. Indeed! Why your Lordſhip will grow Z 
Ly a fat as pig; but I believe, my Lord, you have 
entirely loſt one great branch of your buſineſs. 
Fudge. 1 am err for wat ee what can 


that be? 


Demur. Taos 


| tl my 3 his Majeſty! $ | 
| ſubjects all ike their Fung: maſter ſo 1 3 I 


= 


FOR 4 LIBEL: „„ o 


don't a you: can find 2 traitor in all his 905 
nien, e 


.  TJudge. - Oh! I ſhall he no PEN . 855 . 


the Iriſh have always been ſo obſtinately loyal, that 


that branch never WO "oy e to the 8 
but proceed. TT”, 

Bark, Iam fend my Lind bu my. . 
to move to put off this trial for want of a witneſs. : 
Judge. I cannot conſent to chat. 
1 We conceive this to be a natural right. 3 
Judge. In common caſes, ſuch as a rape or a 
od it is never deny d; but this is a libel and to 


* 


be conſidered as a very heinous offence; nay, 1 


gqueſtion very much whether it does not amount to a 
nuiſance, and fall under the yy Os of A 
8 dunghäll. : | : 
Diez. It is bad 1 to be adctaing bat, 
| however; if the priſoner will give ſecurity, my Lord, 
that he will remove his dunghill, and not carry any 
more my client, Peter Paragraph, into company 
where he is not, why we will conſent to put off the 
trial; and, indeed, he ought to be bound to keep 


the peace to all his Majeſty's ſubjects, and be forced 


to be only himſelf all the while he ſtays here, but 
that, I believe, would be rather too hard upon him, 
for he is ſo uſed to put on other people's faces, that 5 


c 1 W e n much if he hs: got ever a one e of 1 


Judt. Be it . 
8 ® | This ſketch was aged i in the year . 
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ach, New; my Loy I move for an inform. | 
tion againſt Peter e for a Abel. | 


Judge. Upon whom? 
Quirt. Upon himſelf. 
Judge. Himſelf! „ : 

Quirk. Ay, for if my es 15 a  libeller ha writ- | 


2 


ing the Orators, Peter Paragraph, for printiog and 
publiſhing it is as guilty as he every whit *. a 


Judge. Unqueſtionably.— Take an information 


i againſt Paragraph for Se >” 


 Demur. How! © 


een e will exkoi come cher 
none of the King's mae ſhall 192 the gg , 
| to libel themſelves. = 


Demur. But he is the png ut: : 1 _ —_ 
© Fudge, That may be, brother Demur, a an in- 


formation is too good a thing not be to given, and I 
could not help granting it, tho? N was againſt my 
father — Court 3 is adjourned. _ 


PATIO 125 but Wink 5 


3 will. you An ** Fot to . in— | 


Faith I am ſorry this affair has taken ſuch a turn.— 


Where is he? - Oh! you muſt ep all r e. : 


: ceedings againſt Peter. 


Mr. Foote, That's hard I hae: Mr. 3 


khromn a few ceuplets together, that, perhaps, may 


ſupply that deficiency, and I ſhou'd be glad of r : 
1 8 whether : cou'd PX eak them with lafety. | 


— 


It is a whimfical truth, a Mr. George Faulkener aQtually 


þ ana 1 ny and fold the Orators, 


1 


an Let us have them.” 1 5 | 


Foore, Huſh! let me ſearch, beforel Iipeak aloud— 5 


1s no informer ſkulking i in the crowd? 
With art laconic, noting all that's ſaid, 
Malice at heart, indictments in his N 
Prepar'd to levy all the legal war, | 
And rouze the clamorous legions of the bar! 
Is there none ſuch? Not e one? — then entre nous, 
I will a tale unfold, tho? ſtrange, yet true; . 
The application muſt be made by you. 
At Athens once, fair Queen of arms and arts, 5 
There dwelt a citizen * of moderate parts 
5 Preciſe his manner, and demure his looks, 
His mind unletter'd, tho! he dealt in books ; 
Amorous, tho old; tho? dull, Jod repartte f; 
And penn'd a paragraph moſt Aaintily: 
He aim'd at purity in all he ſaid, 

And never once omitted erb or ed; | 

In hath and doth, was ſeldom 5 to 7 8 


Himſelf the hero of each little tale; 5 . 

With wits and Lords this man was much delighted, 5 
And once (it hath been ſaid) was near THE . 

| knighted... | 

One A (a wicked wit 

Who never heeded grace in what he writ) 

| Had mark'd the manners of this Grecian 3 ; 

And, thinking him a ſubje& for the ſtage, 1 

Had, from the lumber, cull'd with curious care, 
His voice, his looks, his geſture, gait, and air, | 

* George Faulkener, bookſeller. „ | 

I The italics were acted in imitation. 


” 


* 


.  yooTE's 5/ TRIAL OO 
His affection; conſequence, 0 mien, : : 
© And boldly launch'd him on the comic ſcene ; 
Loud peals of plaudits through the circle ran, 
All felt the ſatire, for all knew the man. 
Then Peter—Petros was his claſſic name, 
Fearing the loſs of dignity and fame, 
To a grave lawyer in a hurry flies, 
Opens his purſe, and begs his beſt advice. 
Ihe fee ſecur'd, the lawyer ſtrokes his band, 
«© The caſe you put I fully underſtand; 
„The thing is plain from Cocos's Reports, 
For rules of poetry a'n't rules of courts: - 
A libel this —I'II make the mummer know it 
A Grecian = conſtable took up the poet, 
Reftrain'd the ſallies of his laughing muſe, 
Called harmleſs humour ſcandalous abuſe: 
The bard appeal'd from this ſevere 2159 80 
TY indulgent public ſet the pris'ner free: 
' Greece was to him what een is to me. 
Now, Sir, your judgment. | 
Quirl. Why ſhould he make any further attack 


on this occaſion, —I think 


Solventur riſu tabula 
Tu miſſus abibis. 


The 8 NG will be held in Gt . 
And you diſmiſs'd, with credit, from the court. 


| * The word Grecian is an appellation given to the natives of 
BY. Irclani 2 e the Grecian Coffee-houſe i in OY Temple. 
24 ; ” | 4 
| : THE END, a 
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MEDLEY $0NG. 


| A bounty and you, e 
Can every thing %% ; 
Vou teach my poor ſinging to feel-a. : 
\ Your bounty and you, 
1 every thing do, | | 
You teach my poor ſinging to Sls 30 


Vou tune up my throat, ! 
You ſwell every NOTE, 1 
From gamut below up to e-la. | | 


| You make me rejoice, „ 1 
Both in heart aud n ee 20 
Vour ſmiles do my courage fo ſteel-a. 

Vou make me rejoice, 5 

Both in heart and in voice, 

Vour ſmiles do my courage ſo ſteel-a ; 

That your ears I will rack, 5 

Pl frecch nll I cmcks om 5 

That your ears I will rack, _ | 

P11 ftretch till I CRACK, _ 

From gamut below up to e-la. _ 


* The Medley requiring but very little alteration, I adapt- 
ed it to the ſtage, but not being in print, and paying me the 
compliment of ſuppoſing it my own impertinent nonſenſe, it 


* ka at when I 1 it at Norwich and Vork bh | 


— 
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so I, ; 


| Thne,—$AXCY Dawson. 


 Puysrc and law have a ated price, 
Money you give, and they give you advice, 
All is ſo pretty, ſo charming, and nice, ” 
And thus they return your favour: _ 

Phyſic and law have a ſtated price, = 
Money you give, and they give you advice, | 
All is fo pretty, ſo charming, and nice, 
And thus they return your: favour, e Ni 


I I can only thankful be 1 | 
You can have nothing at all from me, b 
But a ſqueez d- up ſeat, and a diſh of 1 my tea®, 
And an olio of ſpeeches and quavers. _ 
I can only thankful be, „ 
Vou can have nothing at all from me, 
But a ſqueez'd-up ſeat, and a diſh of my tea, 
And an We of ſpecches and e | | 


z 


co Mm 
| Tine, —ynITONs STRIKE x HOME. | 


FivpLess firike up, $2, 
Aſſiſt, aſſiſt, my humble firum; i» 
Fiddlers ſtrike up, 

Aft, aſſiſt, my! humble ſtrum: 1 


* At Ranelagh, tea and coffee are included. for the 


ball crown. 


ee 
Scrape, ſound and record. 
SG.crape, ſound and record. 
Scrape, ſound and record. 
Scrape, ſound and record, 5 
My cheerful thanks ET, 
In grateful ſong. 


so Iv. 


"For T 8 you, 1600 you a love me, 


And whilſt I try to fing, 
And you touch the ſtring, 


e tweedledum' 8 N with Four rneedledee. 
80 N G ye. 


| Pals ew Dus, DUMB. 
Now if you think 'm wrong, 1 5 1 
In all Fve faid or nng, =. | 31 


And wiſh that poor I had been dumb, ny 
Py Re] epeat. 
e dumb. 


Tho! the fiſh is in 1 1 
Yet I ſhall fume and fre, 


And tho? I have e your be + glun gm glum. 


1 . be _ AGEs = F 
That nothing you will 8 Ta 
Leſt others next year ſhould not come, come, come. : 


* This ſong i is printed i in the Memoirs... ” 5 . : 15 


13 if like y 105 Fl re 0 is 3 gn 
"They'll not like you be caught, © 


And therefore, I pray you all, mum,, mum, mum. 
And therefore, 25 pray you wa mum, Wie mum. 


sON vi. 0 
| Tint —TEOLLY-L0,. 


ans was a man, and he tried woulll be,” 
Sing trolly, lolly, lolly, lolly, lo,  _—- 
le got him a wife, but they could oe agrees 
: 188 ho! 1 he as * he AE _ ho 1 5 
But "WIRD es Us come, , and tiers Sea 35 agree, 
Sing trolly, lolly, lolly, lolly, lo, ; 
For they n Ss tacos the company, nor 
- me, 5 5 | 
"Ho, h ho! let em £5 let em i £0, let; 'em bo. 1 


so VII. 


5 9 5 would 1 pleaſe you al, 
But that can never be, 
Could I pleaſe nine in ten, 
Why that's enough for me: 
| Wits cry they're ſqueez'd, l rail, 

And cry, O fye, for ſhame! 
But were you all in my place, 
Why, you would do the ſame. 


88 


8 o I vin. 5 
| Thne.—v down, DE aur pow *. 


Mar each wiſh as he ought that Great Britain may 
„„ hive, : 
That freedom and friendſhip may faction 4 
On ſea and on ſhore, as we have, may we ſhine, 
And this year fixty-two, equal fam'd kifty-nines.. 

5 Ivy” de Neve down, derry down. „ foi. 


1 guided by juſtice, 7 ineo increaſe, 
| As we have glorious made war, may we Werde 
make peace; % Con 5 
3 0 grant, ye kind . freedom 3 throne lo! S to 
J —. i 
Our young patriot king, who boaſts Bes Briton. 
Derry 8 down, derry down. | 


7 
3 
5 5 
PL . D 
4 . 
7 5 


* Alluding 10 Lord Hawke $ complete van over the 
- . | | 


; _- 


. THE END. 


Nee fe 900 8 As: fo 


8 to every! manager We. performer troubled with 
ſuch ineloſures, which are really of no value, — 


. 
9 


9 eſpecially as more than one incloſure is to 


| aboliſhed by act of parliament. 
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